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the same time he attacked the two prevailing sins of the 
Sudan, drunkenness and immorality. 

Up to that time the Fulbe had consisted of a number of 
small scattered clans living a pastoral life; they had early 
embraced Islam, and hitherto had contented themselves 
with forming colonies of shepherds and planters in different 
parts of the Sudan. The accounts we have of them in the 
early part of the eighteenth century, represent them to be 
a peaceful and industrious people; one ^ who visited their 

^ Westermann, p. 628. 

2 Oppel, p. 292. Meyer, pp. 36-7. Westermann, pp. 629-30. 

^ Fulbe (sing. Pul) is the name by which these people call themselves; 
upwards of a hundred variants are applied to them by their neighbours, 
the commonest of which are Fulah and Fulani. (Meyer, p. 28.) 

* Francis Moore, pp. 75-7. 
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settlements on the Gambia in 1731 speaks of them thus : 
'' In every kingdom and country on each side of the rivei 
are people of a tawny colour, called Pholeys (i. e. Fulbe); 
who resemble the Arabs, whose language most of them 
speak; for it is taught in their schools, and the Koran, 
which is also their law, is in that language. They are more 
generally learned in the Arabic, than the people of Europe 
are in Latin; for they can most of them speak it; though 
they have a vulgar tongue called Pholey. They live in 
hordes or clans, build towns, and are not subject to any ol 
the kings of the country, tho’ they live in their territories; 
for if they are used ill in one nation they break up theii 
towns and remove to another. They have chiefs of theii 
own, who rule with such moderation, that every act oi 
government seems rather an act of the people than of one 
man. This form of government is easily administered, 
because the people are of a good and quiet disposition, and 
so well instructed in what is just and right, that a man who 
does ill is the abomination of all. . . . They are very 
industrious and frugal, and raise much more corn and cotton 
than they consume, which they sell at reasonable rates, and 
are so remarkable for their hospitality that the natives 
esteem it a blessing to have a Pholey town in their neigh¬ 
bourhood; besides, their behaviour has gained them such 
reputation that it is esteemed infamous for any one to treat 
them in an inhospitable manner. Though their humanity 
extends to all, they are doubly kind to people of their own 
race; and if they know of any of their body being made a 
slave, all the Pholeys will unite to redeem him. As they have 
plenty of food they never suffer any of their own people to 
want; but support the old, the blind, and the lame, equally 
with the others. They are seldom angry, and I never heard 
them abuse one another; yet this mildness does not proceed 
from want of courage, for they are as brave as any people 
of Africa, and are very expert in the use of their arms, which 
are the assagay, short cutlasses, bows and arrows and even 
guns upon occasion. . . . They are strict Mahometans; 
and scarcely any of them will drink brandy, or anything 
stronger than water.*' 

Danfodio united into one powerful organisation these 
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separate communities, scattered throughout the various 
Hausa states. The first outbreak occurred in the year 1802, 
in the still pagan kingdom of Gober, which had gained 
ascendancy over the northernmost of the Hausa states; 
the attempt of the king of Gober to check the growing power 
of the Fulbe in his dominions caused Danfodio to raise the 
standard of revolt; he soon found himself at the head of a 
powerful army, which attacked not only the pagan tribes, 
forcing upon them the faith of the Prophet, but also the 
Muhammadan Hausa states. These fell one after another 
and the whole of Hausaland came under the rule of Danfodio 
before his death in 1816. His grave in Sokoto is still an 
object of reverence to large numbers of pilgrims. He divided 
his kingdom among his two sons, who still further extended 
the boundary of Fulbe rule; Adamaua, founded in 1837 on 
the ruins of several pagan kingdoms, marks the limit of 
their conquests to the south-east; and the city of Ilorin, in 
the Yoruba country, founded in the lifetime of Danfodio, 
was the bulwark of the Pul empire to the south-west. With 
varying fortunes the dominant power remained throughout 
the nineteenth century in the hands of the Fulbe, who showed 
themselves cruel and fanatical propagandists of Islam, until 
British administration was established in Nigeria in 1900. 

The introduction of law and order into Southern Nigeria 
has favoured the propaganda of Islam as in other parts of 
Africa that have come under European rule. The Hausa 
Muslims, some of whom belong to the Tijaniyyah order, 
have been able to move freely about the country and to 
penetrate among pagan tribes which had hitherto kept all 
Muhammadan influences rigidly at bay. In the Yoruba 
country particularly Islam is said to be rapidly gaining 
ground. There is a legend of an unsuccessful attempt made 
by a Muslim missionary as early as the eleventh or twelfth 
century; he was a Hausa who came to Ife, the religious 
capital of the pagan Yoruba country, and used to call the 
people together and read them passages from the Qur'an; 
he could only speak the Yoruba language imperfectly,^ and 
with a foreign accent he would repeat to his listeners, “ Let 
us worship Allah ; He created the mountain. He created the 
lowland. He created everything, He created us," He did 
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this from time to time without succeeding in winning a 
single convert, and died a few months after his arrival in 
Ife. After his death his Qur’an was found hanging on a 
peg in the wall of his room, and it came to be worshipped as 
a fetish.^ Where this early apostle of the faith failed, his 
modern co-religionists have achieved a remarkable success. 
During the period of anarchy before the British occupation, 
the Muslims were for the most part congregated in large, 
walled towns, but under the new conditions of security 
they are able to reside permanently in villages, and near 
the scenes of their agricultural labours, and Muhammadan 
influences have thus become more widely extended over the 
country. As in German East Africa, the presence of 
Muhammadans among the native troops has been found to 
be favourable to the extension of their faith, and the pagan 
recruits often adopt Islam in order to escape ridicule and 
gain in self-respect.^ In the Ijebu country also, in Southern 
Nigeria, a quite recent propagandist movement has been 
observed; Islam was only introduced into this part of the 
country in 1893, and in 1908 there was one town with 
twenty, and another with twelve mosques.^ This rapid 
spread of the Muslim faith is particularly noticeable along 
the banks of the river Niger in Southern Nigeria; a Christian 
missionary reports : '' When I came out in 1898 there were 
few Mohammedans to be seen below Iddah.^ Now they 
are everywhere, excepting below Abo, and at the present 
rate of progress there will scarcely be a heathen village on 
the river-banks by 1910.” ^ 

There has thus been much missionary work done for 
Islam in this part of Africa by men who have never taken 
up the sword to further their end,—the conversion of the 
heathen. Such have been the members of some of the great 
Muhammadan religious orders, which form such a prominent 
feature of the religious life of Northern Africa. Their efforts 
have achieved great results during the nineteenth century, 

^ R. E. Dennett: Nigerian Studies, pp. 12, 75. (London, 1910.) 

2 Islam and Missions, pp. 71-3. The Moslem World, pp. 296-7, 351. 

” Church Missionary Review (1908), p. 640. 

^ A town on the Niger, just south of the northern boundary of Southern 
Nigeria. 

® Church Missionary Society Intelligencer (1902), p. 353. 
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and though doubtless much of their work has never been 
recorded, still we have accounts of some of the movements 
initiated by them. 

Of these one of the earliest owed its inception to 
Si Ahmad b. Idris,^ who enjoyed a wide reputation as 
a religious teacher in Mecca from 1797 to 1833, and 
was the spiritual chief of the Hiadriyyah; before his 
death in 1835 he sent one of his disciples, by name 
Muhammad 'Uthman al-Amir Ghani, on a proselytising 
expedition into Africa. Crossing the Red Sea to Kossayr, 
he made his way inland to the Nile; here, among a Muslim 
population, his efforts were mainly confined to enrolling 
members of the order to which he belonged, but in his 
journey up the river he did not meet with much success 
until he reached Aswan; from this point up to Dongola, his 
journey became quite a triumphant progress; the Nubians 
hastened to join his order, and the royal pomp with which 
he was surrounded produced an impressive effect on this 
people, and at the same time the fame of his miracles 
attracted to him large numbers of followers. At Dongola 
Muhammad ‘Uthman left the valley of the Nile to go to 
Kordofan, where he made a long stay, and it was here 
that his missionary work among unbelievers began. Many 
tribes in this country and about Sennaar were still pagan, 
and among these the preaching of Muhammad 'Uthman 
achieved a very remarkable success, and he sought to make 
his influence permanent by contracting several marriages, 
the issue of which, after his death in 1853, carried on the 
work of the order he founded—called after his name the 
Amlr gh aniyyah. ^ 

A few years before this missionary tour of Muhammad 
‘Uthman, the troops of Muhammad 'All, the founder of the 
present dynasty of Egypt, had begun to extend their 
conquests into the Eastern Sudan, and the emissaries of the 
various religious orders in Egypt were encouraged by the 
Egyptian government, in the hope that their labours would 
assist in the pacification of the country, to carry on a 
propaganda in this newly-acquired territory, where they 
laboured with so much success, that the recent insurrection 

^ Rinn, pp« 403-4. * Le Chatelier (i), pp. 231-3. 
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in the Sudan under the Mahdi has been attributed to the 
religious fervour their preaching excited.^ 

In the West of Africa two orders have been especially 
instrumental in the spread of Islam, the Qadiriyyah and 
the Tijaniyyah. The former, the most widespread of the 
religious orders of Islam, was founded in the twelfth century 
by 'Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani, said to be the most popular and 
most universally revered of all the saints of Islam,^—and 
was introduced into Western Africa in the fifteenth century, 
by emigrants from Tuat, one of the oases in the western 
half of the Sahara; they made Walata the first centre of 
their organisation, but later on their descendants were driven 
away from this town, and took refuge in Timbuktu, further 
to the east. In the beginning of the nineteenth century 
the great spiritual revival that was so profoundly influencing 
the Muhammadan world, stirred up the Qadiriyyah of the 
Sahara and the Western Sudan to renewed life and energy, 
and before long, learned theologians or small colonies of 
persons affiliated to the order were to be found scattered 
throughout the Western Sudan from the Senegal to the 
mouth of the Niger. The chief centres of their missionary 
organisation are in Kanka, Timbo (Futah-Jallon) and 
Musardu (in the Mandingo country).^ These initiates 
formed centres of Islamic influence in the midst of a 
pagan population, among whom they received a welcome 
as public scribes, legists, writers of amulets, and school¬ 
masters : gradually they would acquire influence over 
their new surroundings, and isolated cases of conversion 
would soon grow into a little band of converts, the most 
promising of whom would often be sent to complete their 
studies at the chief centres of the order, or even to the schools 
of Kairwan or Tripoli, or to the universities of Fez and 
al-Azhar in Cairo.^ Here they might remain for several 
years, until they had perfected their theological studies, and 
would then return to their native place, fully equipped for 
the work of spreading the faith among their fellow-country¬ 
men. In this way a leaven has been introduced into the 
midst of fetish-worshippers and idolaters, which has gradually 

^ Le Chatelier (2), pp. 89-91. ^ Rinn, p. 175. 

3 Bonet-Maury, p. 239. ^ Id. p. 230. 
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spread the faith of Islam surely and steadily, though by 
almost imperceptible degrees. Up to the middle of the 
nineteenth century most of the schools in the Sudan were 
founded and conducted by teachers trained under the 
auspices of the Qadiriyyah and their organisation provided 
for a regular and continuous system of propaganda among 
the heathen tribes. The missionary work of this order 
has been entirely of a peaceful character, and has relied 
wholly on personal example and precept, on the influence 
of the teacher over his pupils, and on the spread of educa¬ 
tion.^ In this way the Qadiriyyah missionaries of the Sudan 
have shown themselves true to the principles of their 
founder and the universal tradition of their order. For the 
guiding principles that governed the life of ‘Abd al-Qadir 
were love of his neighbour and toleration : though kings 
and men of wealth showered their gifts upon him, his 
boundless charity kept him always poor, and in none of his 
books or precepts are to be found any expressions of ill-will 
or enmity towards the Christians; whenever he spoke of 
the people of the Book, it was only to express his sorrow for 
their religious errors, and to pray that God might enlighten 
them. This tolerant attitude he bequeathed as a legacy 
to his disciples, and it has been a striking characteristic of 
his followers in all ages.^ 

The Tijaniyyah, belonging to an order founded in Algiers 
towards the end of the eighteenth century, have, since their 
establishment in the Sudan about the middle of the nine¬ 
teenth century, pursued the same missionary methods as the 
Qadiriyyah, and their numerous schools have contributed 
largely to the propagation of the faith; but, unlike the 
former, they have not refrained from appealing to the sword 
to assist in the furtherance of their scheme of conversion, 
and, unfortunately for a true estimate of the missionary 
work of Islam in Western Africa, the fame of their Jihads 
or religious wars has thrown into the shade the successes of 
the peaceful propagandist, though the labours of the latter 
have been more effectual towards the spread of Islam than 
the creation of petty, short-lived d5masties. The records 
of campaigns, especially when they have interfered with the 

^ Le Chatelier (2), pp. 100-9. ^ Rinn, p. 174. 
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commercial projects or schemes of conquest of the white 
men, have naturally attracted the attention of Europeans 
more than the unobtrusive labours of the Muhammadan 
preacher and schoolmaster. But the history of such move¬ 
ments possesses this importance, that—as has often hap¬ 
pened in the case of Christian missions also—conquest has 
opened out new fields for missionary activity, and forcibly 
impressed on the minds of the faithful the existence of 
large tracts of country whose inhabitants still remained 
unconverted. 

The first of these militant propagandist movements on the 
part of the members of the Tijaniyyah order owes its 
inception to al-Hajj ‘Umar, who had been initiated into this 
order by a leader of the sect whose acquaintance he made in 
Mecca. He was born in 1797, near Podor on the Lower Senegal, 
and appears to have been a man of considerable endowments 
and personal influence, and of a commanding presence. He 
was the son of a marabout and received a careful religious 
education; he was already famed for his learning and piety 
when he set out on the pilgrimage to Mecca in 1827. He 
did not return to his own country until 1833, when he com¬ 
menced an active propaganda of the teaching of the Tija¬ 
niyyah order, fiercely attacking his co-religionists for their 
ignorance and their lukewarmness, especially the adepts of 
the Qadiriyyah order, whose toleration particularly excited 
his wrath. He traversed the Central Sudan, winning many 
adherents and receiving honour as a new prophet, until 
about 1841 he reached Futah-Jallon, where he armed his 
followers and commenced a series of proselytising expeditions 
against those tribes that still remained pagan about the 
Upper Niger and the Senegal. It was in one of these expedi¬ 
tions that he met his death in 1865. His son, Ahmadu 
Shaykhu. succeeded in holding together the various provinces 
of his father's kingdom for a few years only; internal con¬ 
flicts and the advance of the French broke up the Tija¬ 
niyyah empire, and their territories passed under the rule 
of France.^ 

Some mention has already been made of the introduction 
of Islam into this part of Africa. The seed planted here 

^ Oppel, pp. 292-3. Blyden, p. lo. Le Chatelier (3), p. 167 sqq. 
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by 'Abd Allah b. Yasln and his companions, was fructified 
by continual contact with Muhammadan merchants and 
teachers, and with the Arabs of the oasis of al-Hawd and 
others. A traveller of the fifteenth century tells how the 
Arabs strove to teach the Negro chiefs the law of Muhammad, 
pointing out how shameful a thing it was for them, being 
chiefs, to live without any of God’s laws, and to do as the 
base folk did who lived without any law at all. From which 
it would appear that these early missionaries took advantage 
of the imposing character of the Muslim religion and con¬ 
stitution to impress the minds of these uncivilised savages.^ 

We have ampler details of a more recent movement of the 
same kind, which had been set on foot in the south of Sene- 
gambia by a Mandingo, named Samudu, commonly known 
by the name Samory, a pagan soldier of fortune born about 
1846, who became a Muhammadan early in the course of his 
career and founded an empire, south of Senegambia, in the 
country watered by the upper basin of the Niger and its 
tributaries. An Arabic account of the career of Samory, 
written by a native chronicler, gives us some interesting 
details of his achievements. It begins as follows : This 
is an account of the Jih^d of the Imam Ahmadu Samudu, a 
Mandingo. . , . God conferred upon him His help con¬ 
tinually after he began the work of visiting the idolatrous 
pagans, who dwell between the sea and the country of 
Wasulu, with a view of inviting them to follow the religion 
of God, which is Islam. Know all ye who read this— 
that the first effort of the Imam Samudu was a town 
named Fulindiyah, Following the Book and the Law 
and the Traditions, he sent messengers to the king at 
that town, Sindidu by name, inviting him to submit to 
his government, abandon the worship of idols and worship 
one God, the Exalted, the True, whose service is profit¬ 
able to His people in this world and in the next; but 
they refused to submit. Then he imposed a tribute upon 
them, as the Qur’an commands on this subject; but they 
persisted in their blindness and deafness. The Imam then 
collected a small force of about five hundred men, brave and 

^ Delle Navigationi di Messer Alvise da Ca da Mosto. (a.d. 1454.) 
Ramusio, tome i, p. loi. 
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valiant, for the Jihad, and he fought against the town, and 
the Lord helped him against them and gave him the victory 
over them, and he pursued them with his horses until they 
submitted. Nor will they return to their idolatry, for now 
all their children are in schools being taught the Qur'Sn, 
and a knowledge of religion and civilisation. Praise be to 
God for this.'" ^ It is not possible here to trace the 
course of his conquests, which were marked by whole¬ 
sale massacres and devastation. ^ He reached the height 
of his power about i88i, shortly after which he came 
in conflict with the French, who took him prisoner in 
1898 after a series of harassing campaigns. He died 
in 1900. Though the effect of his conquests was the 
destruction of large numbers of pagans who were massacred 
by his ruthless armies, while others were terrified into 
a nominal acceptance of Islam, he does not appear 
to have put before him the same distinctly religious 
aim as al-Hajj ‘Umar did.^ He left to the Qadiriyyah 
marabouts the task of propaganda, and they with their 
accustomed traditions of toleration are said to have done 
much to mitigate the savagery of his proceedings.^ They 
opened schools in the conquered towns, established there 
the organisation of their order, and both instructed the new 
converts and sought to win fresh ones. 

With regard to these militant movements of Muham¬ 
madan propagandism, it is important to notice that it is 
not the military successes and territorial conquests that have 
most contributed to the progress of Islam in these parts; 
for it has been pointed out that, outside the limits of those 
fragments of the empire of al-Hajj ‘Umar that have defini¬ 
tively remained in the hands of his successors, the forced 
conversions that he made have quickly been forgotten, and 
in spite of the momentary grandeur of his successes and 
the enthusiasm of his armies, very few traces remain of 
this armed propaganda.^ The real importance of these 

^ Blyden, pp. 357-60. 

* This has been set forth in detail by Le Chatelier (3), p. 225 sqq. 

^ Le Chatelier (3), p. 237. “ Samory n’intervint pas directement dans 

la question religieuse." L. G. Binger arrived at the same conclusion, as 
the result of personal acquaintance with Samory. (Le Peril de ITslam, 
p. 20.) (Paris, 1906.) ^ Le Chatelier (3), pp. 238-40. 

® Le Chatelier (2), p. 112. R. du M. M., vol. xii. p. 22. 
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movements in the missionary history of Islam in Western 
Africa is the religious enthusiasm they stirred up, which 
exhibited itself in a widespread missionary activity of a 
purely peaceful character among the heathen populations. 
These Jihads, rightly looked upon, are but incidents in the 
modern Islamic revival and are by no means characteristic 
of the forces and activities that have been really operative 
in the promulgation of Islam in Africa : indeed, unless 
followed up by distinctly missionary efforts they would 
have proved almost wholly ineffectual in the creation of a 
true Muslim community. In fact, the devastating wars and 
cruel violence of conquerors such as al-Hajj ‘Umar and 
Samory and especially the emissaries of the Tijaniyyah have 
caused the faith of Islam to be bitterly hated by the pagan 
tribes of the Sudan in the countries watered by the Senegal 
and the Niger. Hostility to the Muslim faith has almost 
assumed with them the form of a national movement, but 
still this Muhammadan propaganda has spread the faith of 
the Prophet in many parts of Guinea and Senegambia, to 
which the Fulbe ^ and merchants from the Hausa country 
in their frequent trading expeditions have brought the 
knowledge of their religion, and have succeeded during 
the last and the present century in winning large numbers 
of converts. Especially noteworthy is the activity of 
those Qadiriyyah preachers and Muslim traders who have 
won fresh converts to their faith since the French occupation 
has brought peace to the country; this peaceful penetration 
has been facilitated in the French Sudan, as in other parts 
of Africa that have recently come under the sway of Euro¬ 
pean powers, by the consideration shown by French officials 
to the educated classes, who are of course all Muham¬ 
madans, and by the open contempt with which the 
degraded habits and superstitions of the pagan fetish- 
worshippers are regarded.^ 

But the proselytising work of the order that is now to be 
described has never in any way been connected with violence 
or war and has employed in the service of religion only the 

1 The Fulanis are all fervent Mohammedans. Wherever there are 
Fulanis there will be found a mosque.'" (Haywood, p. 200.) 

Le Chatelier (3), pp. 231, 273, 303. Westermann, pp. 632-3. 
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arts of peace and persuasion. In 1837 a religious society 
was founded by an Algerian jurisconsult, named Sidl 
Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-SanusI, with the object of reforming 
Islam and spreading the faith; before his death in 1859, 
he had succeeded in establishing, by the sheer force of his 
genius and without the shedding of blood, a theocratic state, 
to which his followers render devoted allegiance and the 
limits of which are every day being extended by his suc¬ 
cessors.^ The members of this sect are bound by rigid rules 
to carry out to the full the precepts of the Qur'an in accord¬ 
ance with the most strictly monotheistic principles, whereby 
worship is to be given to God alone, and prayers to saints 
and pilgrimages to their tombs are absolutely interdicted. 
They must abstain from coffee and tobacco, avoid all inter¬ 
course with Jews or Christians, contribute a certain portion 
of their income to the funds of the society, if they do not 
give themselves up entirely to its service, and devote all 
their energies to the advancement of Islam, resisting at the 
same time any concessions to European influences. This 
sect is spread over the whole of North Africa, having religious 
houses scattered about the country from Egypt to Morocco, 
and far into the interior, in the oases of the Sahara and the 
Sudan. The centre of its organisation was in the oasis of 
Ja gh abub ^ in the Libyan desert between Egypt and Tripoli, 
where every year hundreds of missionaries were trained and 
sent out as preachers of Islam to all parts of northern 
Africa. It is to the religious house in this village that all 
the branch establishments (said to be 121 in number) 
looked for counsel and instruction in all matters concern¬ 
ing the management and extension of this vast theocracy, 
which embraced in a marvellous organisation thousands 
of persons of numerous races and nations, otherwise 
separated from one another by vast differences of geographi¬ 
cal situation and worldly interests. For the success that 
has been achieved by the zealous and energetic emissaries 

^ Muhammad b. ‘Uthman al Hasha’ishi, p. 84 sqq. 

2 In 1895 Sidi al-Mahdi, the son and successor of Sidi Muhammad al- 
Sanusi, migrated to Kufra, as being more central than Ja^abub (Muham¬ 
mad b. ‘U^man al-Hasha*ishi, pp. 111-15), but later went further south 
to the region of Borku and Tibesti, where he died in 1902. The head of the 
order in 1908 was Sidi Ahmad, a relative of the founder. (J. C. E. Falls : 
Drei Jahre in der Libyschen Wiiste, p. 274.) (Freiburg, 1911.) 
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of this association is enormous; convents of the order are 
to be found not only all over the north of Africa from Egypt 
to Morocco, throughout the Sudan, in Senegambia and 
Somaliland, but members of the order are to be found also 
in Arabia, Mesopotamia and the islands of the Malay Archi¬ 
pelago.^ Though primarily a movement of reform in the 
midst of Islam itself, the Sanusiyyah sect is also actively 
proselytising, and several African tribes that were previously 
pagan or merely nominally Muslim, have since the advent 
of the emissaries of this sect in their midst, become zealous 
adherents of the faith of the Prophet. Thus, for example, 
the Sanusi missionaries laboured to convert that portion 
of the Baele (a tribe inhabiting the hill country of Ennedi, 
E. of Borku) which was still heathen, and communicated 
their own religious zeal to such other sections of the tribe 
as had only a very superficial knowledge of Islam, and were 
Muhammadan only in name; ^ the Tedas of Tu or Tibesti, 
in the Sahara, S, of Fezzan, who were likewise Muham¬ 
madans only in name when the Sanusiyyah came among 
them, also bear witness to the success of their efforts.^ 
The missionaries of this sect also carry on an active propa¬ 
ganda in the Galla country and fresh workers are sent 
thither every year from Harar, where the Sanusiyyah are 
very strong and include among their numbers all the chiefs 
in the court of the Amir almost without exception.^ In the 
furtherance of their proselytising efforts these missionaries 
open schools, form settlements in the oases of the desert, 
and—^noticeably in the case of the Wadai—they have gained 
large accessions to their numbers by the purchase of slaves, 
who have been educated at Jaghabub and when deemed 
sufficiently well instructed in the tenets of the sect, enfranch¬ 
ised and then sent back to their native country to convert 
their brethren, ^ It would appear, however, that the in¬ 
fluence of this order is now on the decline.® 


^ Riedel (i), pp. 7, 59, 162. 

2 G. Nachtigal: Sahara und Sudan, vol. ii. p. i 75 - (Berlin, 1879-81.) 

3 Duveyrier, p. 45. “ Paulitschke, p. 214. 

® H. Duveyrier : La Confrerie musulmane de Sidi Mohammed Ben All 
Es-Senousi, passim. (Paris, 1886.) Louis Rinn : Marabouts et Khouans, 
pp. 481-513. N. Slousch ; Les Senoussiya en Tripolitaine. (R. du M. M.. 
vol. i. p. ibpsqq.). For a bibliography of the Sanusiyyah movement, see 
Der Islam, hi. pp. 141-2, 312. 

® R. du M. M., vol. i. p. 181; vol. viii. pp. 64-5. 
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Slight as these records are of the missionary labours of the 
Muslims among the pagan tribes of the Sudan, they are of 
importance in view of the general dearth of information 
regarding the spread of Islam in this part of Africa. But 
while documentary evidence is wanting, the Muhammadan 
communities dwelling in the midst of fetish-worshippers 
and idolaters, as representatives of a higher faith and civilisa¬ 
tion, are a living testimony to the proselytising labours 
of the Muhammadan missionaries, and (especially on the 
south-western borderland of Islamic influence) present a 
striking contrast to the pagan tribes demoralised by the 
European gin traffic. This contrast has been well indicated 
by a modern traveller,^ in speaking of the degraded con¬ 
dition of the tribes of the Lower Niger : “In steaming up 
the river (i. e. the Niger), I saw little in the first 200 miles 
to alter my views, for there luxuriated in congenial union 
fetishism, cannibalism and the gin trade. But as I left 
behind me the low-lying coast region, and found myself 
near the southern boundary of what is called the Central 
Sudan, I observed an ever-increasing improvement in the 
appearance of the character of the native; cannibalism 
disappeared, fetishism followed in its wake, the gin trade 
largely disappeared, while on the other hand, clothes 
became more voluminous and decent, cleanliness the rule, 
while their outward more dignified bearing still further 
betokened a moral regeneration. Everything indicated a 
leavening of some higher element, an element that was 
clearly taking a deep hold on the negro nature and making 
him a new man. That element you will perhaps be 
surprised to learn is Mahommedanism. On passing Lokoja 
at the confluence of the Benu^ with the Niger, I left behind 
me the missionary outposts of Islam, and entering the 
Central Sudan, I found myself in a comparatively well- 
governed empire, teeming with a busy populace of keen 
traders, expert manufacturers of cloth, brass work and 
leather; a people, in fact, who have made enormous 
advances towards civilisation.” 

In order to form a just estimate of the missionary activity 
of Islam in Nigritia, it must be borne in mind that, while on 

1 Joseph Thomson (2), p. 185. 
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the coast and along the southern boundary of the sphere 
of Islamic influence, the Muhammadan missionary is the 
pioneer of his religion, there is still left behind him a vast 
field for Muslim propaganda in the inland countries that 
stretch away to the north and the east, though it is long 
since Islam took firm root in this soil. Some sections of the 
Funj, the predominant Negro race of Sennaar, are partly 
Muhammadan and partly heathen, and Muhammadan 
merchants from Nubia are attempting the conversion of 
the latter.^ 

The pagan tribe of the Jukun,^ whose once powerful 
kingdom disappeared before the victorious development of 
the Fulbe, has withstood the advancing influence of Muham¬ 
madanism, though the foreign minister of their king has 
always been a Muslim and colonies of Hausas and other 
Muhammadans have settled among them; but these Muslim 
settlers do not succeed in making any converts from among 
the Jukun, whose traditions of their past greatness make 
them cling to the national faith whose spiritual headship is 
vested in their king.^ 

It would be easy also to enumerate many sections of the 
population of the Sudan and Senegambia, that still retain 
their heathen habits and beliefs, or cover these only with 
a slight veneer of Muhammadan observance even though 
they have been (in most cases) surrounded for centuries by 
the followers of the Prophet. The Konnohs, an offshoot of 
the great tribe of the Mandingos, are still largely pagan, 
and it is only in recent years that Islam has been making 
progress among them.^ Consequently, the remarkable zeal 
for missionary work that has displayed itself among the 
Muhammadans of these parts during the present century, 
has not far to go in order to find abundant scope for its 
activity. Hence the importance, in the missionary history 
of Islam in this continent, of the movements of reform in 
the Muslim religion itself and the revivals of religious life, 
to which attention has been drawn above. 

The West Coast is another field for Muhammadan mis- 

1 Oppel, p. 303. 2 In the Muri Province of Northern Nigeria. 

2 Journal of the African Society, vol. vii. pp. 379-81. 

* Haywood, p. 33. 
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sionary enterprise where Islam finds itself confronted 
with a vast population still unconverted, in spite of the 
progress it has made on the Guinea Coast, in Sierra 
Leone and Liberia, in which last there are more Muham¬ 
madans than heathen. One of the earliest notices of 
Muslim missionary activity in the neighbourhood of 
Sierra Leone is to be found in a petition for the dis¬ 
solution of the Sierra Leone Company, ordered to be 
printed by the House of Commons, on the 25th May, 
1802. Not more than seventy years ago, a small num¬ 
ber of Mahomedans established themselves in a country 
about forty miles to the northward of Sierra Leone, called 
from them the Mandingo Country. As is the practice 
of the professors of that religion they formed schools, in 
which the Arabic language and the doctrines of Mahomet 
were taught, and the customs of Mahomedans, particularly 
that of not selling any of their own religion as slaves, were 
adopted. Laws founded on the Koran were introduced. 
Those practices which chiefly contribute to depopulate the 
coast were eradicated, and in spite of many intestine con¬ 
vulsions, a great comparative degree of civilisation, union 
and security were introduced. Population, in consequence, 
rapidly increased and the whole power of that part of the 
country in which they are settled has gradually fallen into 
their hands. Those who have been taught in their schools 
are succeeding to wealth and power in the neighbouring 
countries, and carry with them a considerable portion of their 
religion and laws. Other chiefs are adopting the name 
assumed by these Mahomedans, on account of the respect 
which attends it; and the religion of Islam seems likely to 
diffuse itself peaceably over the whole district in which the 
colony is situated, carrying with it those advantages which 
seem ever to have attended its victory over Negro super¬ 
stition.'' ^ In the Mendi country, about one hundred miles 
south of Sierra Leone, Islam appears to have found an 
entrance only in the present century, but to be now making 
steady progress. ‘‘ The propagandism is not conducted by 
any special order of priests set apart for the purpose, but 

^ Claude George : The Rise of British West Africa, pp. 120-1. (London, 
1902.) 
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every Musalman is an active missionary. Some half a dozen 
of them, more or less, meeting in a town, where they intend 
to reside for any length of time, soon run up a mosque and 
begin work. They first approach the chief of the town and 
obtain his consent to their intended act, and perhaps his 
promise to become an adherent. They teach him their 
prayers in Arabic, or as much as he can, or cares to, commit 
to memory. They put him through the forms and cere¬ 
monies used in praying, forbid him the use of alcoholic 
beverages—a restriction as often observed as not—and lo ! 
the man is a convert.'" ^ On the Guinea Coast, Muslim 
influences are spread chiefly by Hausa traders who are to be 
found in all the commercial towns on this coast; whenever 
they form a settlement, they at once build a mosque and 
by their devout behaviour, and their superior culture, they 
impress the heathen inhabitants; whole tribes of fetish- 
worshippers pass over to Islam as the result of their imita¬ 
tion of what they recognise to be a higher civilisation than 
their own, without any particular efforts being necessary for 
persuading them.^ 

In Ashanti there was a nucleus of a Muhammadan popula¬ 
tion to be found as early as 1750 and the missionaries of 
Islam have laboured there ever since with slow but sure 
success,® as they find a ready welcome in the country and 
have gained for themselves considerable influence at the 
court; by means of their schools they get a hold on the 
minds of the younger generation, and there are said to be 
significant signs that Islam will become the predominant 
religion in Ashanti, as already many of the chiefs have 
adopted it.^ In Dahomey and the Gold Coast, Islam is daily 
making fresh progress, and even when the heathen chieftains 
do not themselves embrace it, they very frequently allow 
themselves to come under the influence of its missionaries, 
who know how to take advantage of this ascendancy in their 
labours among the common people.® Dahomey and Ashanti 
are the most important kingdoms in this part of the 

^ Islam and Missions, pp. 73-4. 

^ Lippert: Uber die Bedeutung der Haussanation fiir unsere Togo- und 
Kamerunkolonie, p. 200. MSOS, Band x. (igoy), Abteilung III. 

® Waitz : IB*’ Theil, p. 250. 

C. S. Salmon, p. 891. ® Pierre Bouche, p. 256. 
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continent that are still subject to pagan rulers, and their 
conversion is said to be a question of a short time only.^ 
In Lagos there are well-nigh 10,000 Muslims, and all the 
trading stations of the West Coast include in their popula¬ 
tions numbers of Musalmans belonging to the superior Negro 
tribes, such as the Fulbe, the Mandingos and the Hausa. 
When these men come down to the cities of the coast, as 
they do in considerable numbers, either as traders or to 
serve as troops in the armies of the European powers, they 
cannot fail to impress by their bold and independent bearing 
the Negro of the coast-land; he sees that the believers in 
the Qur'an are everywhere respected by European governors, 
officials and merchants; they are not so far removed from 
him in race, appearance, dress or manners as to make 
admission into their brotherhood impossible to him, and to 
him too is offered a share in their privileges on condition 
of conversion to their faith.^ As soon as the pagan Negro, 
however obscure or degraded, shows himself willing to accept 
the teachings of The Prophet, he is at once admitted as an 
equal into their society, and admission into the brotherhood 
of Islam is not a privilege grudgingly granted, but one freely 
offered by zealous and eager proselytisers. For, from the 
mouth of the Senegal to Lagos, over two thousand miles, 
there is said to be hardly any town of importance on the 
seaboard in which there is not at least one mosque, with 
active propagandists of Islam, often working side by side 
with the teachers of Christianity.^ 

We must now turn to the history of the spread of 
Islam on the other side of the continent of Africa, the 
inhabitants of which were in closer proximity to the 
land where this faith had its birth. The facts recorded 
respecting the early settlements of the Arabs on the 
East Coast are very meagre; according to an Arabic 
chronicle which the Portuguese found in Kiloa^ when 
that town was sacked by Don Francisco d'Almeida in 1505, 
the first settlers were a body of Arabs who were driven into 
exile because they followed the heretical teachings of a 

^ Blyden, p. 357. * C. S. Salmon, p. 887. 

2 Blyden, p. 202. Westermann, pp. 633-4. 

* Situated on an island about 2® S. of Zanzibar. 
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certain ZaydA a descendant of the Prophet, after whom they 
were called Emozaydij (probably or people of 

Zayd). The Zayd here referred to is probably Zayd b. ‘AH, 
a grandson of Husayn and so great-grandson of ‘AH, the 
nephew of Muhammad : in the reign of the caliph Hisham 
he claimed to be the Imam Mahdi and stirred up a revolt 
among the Shfah faction, but was defeated and put to death 
in A.H. 122 (a.d. 740).2 

They seem to have lived in considerable dread of the 
original pagan inhabitants of the country, but succeeded 
gradually in extending their settlements along the coast, 
until the arrival of another band of fugitives who came from 
the Arabian side of the Persian Gulf, not far from the island 
of Bahra3m. These came in three ships under the leadership 
of seven brothers, in order to escape from the persecution 
of the king of Lasah,^ a city hard by the dwelling-place of 
their tribe. The first town they built was Magadaxo,^ 
which afterwards rose to such power as to assume lordship 
over all the Arabs of the coast. But the original settlers, 
the Emozaydij, belonging as they did to a different Muham¬ 
madan sect, being Shfahs, while the new-comers were Sunnis, 
were unwilling to submit to the authority of the rulers of 
Magadaxo, and retired into the interior, where they became 
merged into the native population, intermarrying with 
them and adopting their manners and customs. ^ 

Magadaxo was founded about the middle of the tenth 
century and remained the most powerful city on this coast 
for more than seventy years, when the arrival of another 
expedition from the Persian Gulf led to the establishment 
of a rival settlement further south. The leader of this 
expedition was named ‘AH, one of the seven sons of a 
certain Sultan Hasan of Shiraz : because his mother was 
an Abyssinian, he was looked down upon with contempt 
by his brothers, whose cruel treatment of him after the 
death of their father, determined him to leave his native 

^ Hum Mouro chamado Zaide, que foi neto de Hocem fillio de Ale o 
sobrinho de Mahamed." (De Barros, Dec. i. Liv. viii. cap. iv. p. 211.) 

“ Ibn Khaldun, vol. iii. pp. 98-100. 

^ Possibly a mistake for al-Hasa. See Ibn Batutah, tome ii. pp. 247-8. 

^ Or (to give it its Arabic name) Maqdishu. 

® J. de Barros: Dec. i. Liv. viii. cap. iv. pp. 211-12. 
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land and seek a home elsewhere. Accordingly, with his 
wife and children and a small body of followers, he set sail 
from the island of Ormuz, and avoiding Magadaxo, whose 
inhabitants belonged to a different sect, and having heard 
that gold was to be found on the Zanzibar coast, he pushed 
on to the south and founded the city of Kiloa, where he 
could maintain a position of independence and be free from 
the interference of his predecessors further north.^ 

In this way a number of Arab towns sprang up along the 
east coast from the Gulf of Aden to the Tropic of Capricorn, 
on the fringe of what was called by the mediaeval Arab 
geographers the country of the Zanj. Whatever efforts 
may have been made by the Muhammadan settlers to 
convert the Zanj, no record of them seems to have survived. 
There is a curious story preserved in an old collection of 
travels written probably in the early part of the tenth 
century, which represents Islam as having been introduced 
among one of these tribes by the king of it himself. An 
Arab trading vessel was driven out of its course by a tempest 
in the year a.d. 922 and carried to the country of the man- 
eating Zanj, where the crew expected certain death. On the 
contrary, the king of the place received them kindly and 
entertained them hospitably for several months, while they 
disposed of their merchandise on advantageous terms; but 
the merchants repaid his kindness with foul treachery, by 
seizing him and his attendants when they came on board 
to bid them farewell, and then carrying them off as slaves to 
Omam. Some years later the same merchants were driven 
by a storm to the same port, where they were recognised 
by the natives who surrounded them in their canoes; giving 
themselves up for lost this time, they repeated for one 
another the prayers for the dead. They were taken before 
the king, whom they discovered to their surprise and con¬ 
fusion to be the same they had so shamefully treated some 
years before. Instead, however, of taking vengeance upon 
them for their treacherous conduct, he spared their lives 
and allowed them to sell their goods, but rejected with scorn 
the rich presents they offered. Before they left, one of the 

^ De Barros, id. pp. 224-5. See also Justus Strandes : Die Portugiesen- 
zeit von Deutsch- und EngUsch-Ostafrika, p. 81 sqq. (Berlin, 1899.) 


THE SPREAD OF ISLAM IN AFRICA 343 

party ventured to ask the king to tell the story of his escape. 
He described how he had been taken as a slave to Basrah 
and thence to Baghdad, where he was converted to Islam 
and instructed in the faith; escaping from his master, he 
joined a caravan of pilgrims going to Mecca, and after 
performing the prescribed rites, reached Cairo and made his 
way up the Nile in the direction of his own country, which 
he reached at length after encountering many dangers and 
having been more than once enslaved. Restored once again 
to his kingdom, he taught his people the faith of Islam; 

and now I rejoice in that God hath given to me and to my 
people the knowledge of Islam and the true faith; to no 
other in the land of the Zanj hath this grace been vouch¬ 
safed; and it is because you have been the cause of my 
conversion, that I pardon you. Tell the Muslims that they 
may come to our country, and that we—Muslims like 
themselves—will treat them as brothers.” ^ 

From the same source we learn that even at this early 
period, this coast-land was frequented by large numbers of 
Arab traders, yet in spite of centuries of intercourse with 
the followers of Islam, the original inhabitants of this coast 
(with the exception of the Somalis) have been remarkably 
little influenced by this religion. Even before the Portu¬ 
guese conquests of the sixteenth century, what few con¬ 
versions had been made, seem to have been wholly confined 
to the sea-border, and even after the decline of Portuguese 
influence in this part of the world, and the restoration of 
Arab rule under the Sayyids of Omam, hardly any efforts 
were made until the twentieth century to spread the know¬ 
ledge of Islam among the tribes of the interior, with the 
exception of the Galla and Somali. As a modern traveller 
has said : ” During the three expeditions which I conducted 
in East Central Africa I saw nothing to suggest Moham¬ 
medanism as a civilising power. Whatever living force 
might be in the religion remained latent. The Arabs, or 
their descendants, in these parts were not propagandists. 
There were no missionaries to preach Islam, and the natives 
of Muscat were content that their slaves should conform, to 

1 Kitab 'aja’ib al-Hind ou Livre des Merveilles de I’Inde, public par 
P, A. van der Lith. pp. 51-60. (Leiden, 1883.) 
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a certain extent, to the forms of the religion. They left 
the East African tribes, who indeed, in their gross darkness, 
were evidently content to remain in happy ignorance. Their 
inaptitude for civilisation was strikingly shown in the strange 
fact that five hundred years of contact with semi-civilised 
people had left them without the faintest reflection of the 
higher traits which characterised their neighbours—not a 
single good seed during all these j^ears had struck root and 
flourished.” ^ Given up wholly to the pursuits of com¬ 
merce or to slave-hunting, the Arabs in Eastern Africa ex¬ 
hibited a lukewarmness in promoting the interests of their 
faith, which is in striking contrast to the missionary zeal 
displayed by their co-religionists in other parts of Africa. 

A notable exception is the propagandist activity of the 
Arab traders who were admitted into Uganda in the first 
half of the nineteenth century; they probably recognised 
that the sturdy independence of the Baganda made slave¬ 
raiding among them impossible, so they sought to gain their 
confidence by winning them over to their own faith. Many 
of the Baganda became ]\Iuhammadans during the reign of 
King Mutesa, but Stanley's visit to this monarch in 1875 
led to the introduction of Christian missions in the following 
year, and the power of the Muhammadans in the state 
declined with the rapid increase in the numbers of the 
Christian converts and the establishment of a British 
Protectorate.^ But a number of Muhammadans still hold 
important positions in Uganda, and it is stated that there 
is a possibility of the Eastern Province becoming Muslim. 
In the rich tributary country of Busoga, to the north of 
Uganda, a large number of those in authority were said, 
in 1906, to be Muhammadans.^ But with this exception 
Islam in East Equatorial Africa was up to the latter part 
of the nineteenth century confined to the coast-lands and 
the immediately adjoining country. The explanation would 
appear to be that it was not to the interests of the 


^ Mohammedanism in Central Africa, by Joseph Thomson, p. 877. 

2 Roscoe, p. 229 sq. 

® Zwemer, p. 236. Gairdner (p. 26) gives the number of Muhammadans 
as 200,000 out of a population of four millions, but he does not state from 
what source he derives these figures. Roscoe (p. fi) gives the total popula¬ 
tion of Uganda as about one million only, 
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slave-dealers to spread Islam among the heathen tribes from 
among whom they obtained their unhappy victims ; for, once 
converted to Islam, the native tribes would enter into the 
brotherhood of the faith and could not be raided and carried 
off as slaves.^ 

The suppression of the slave-trade, with the extension of 
European rule over East Equatorial Africa, was followed 
by a remarkable expansion of Muslim missionary activit}^ ; 
peace and order were established in the interior, railways 
and high roads were made, and the peaceful Muslim trader 
could now make his way into districts hitherto closed to 
him. The administration selected its officials from among 
the more cultivated Muhammadan section of the popula¬ 
tion; thousands of posts were created by the govern¬ 
ment of German East Africa and given to Muhammadan 
officials, whose influence was used to bring over whole 
villages to Islam.^ The teachers of the state schools were 
likewise Muhammadans, and as early as the last decades of 
the nineteenth century Swahili schoolmasters were observed 
to be carrying on a lively and successful mission work among 
the people of Bondei and the Wadigo (who dwell a little 
inland from the coast) in German East Africa.^ But it was 
in the beginning of the twentieth century, especially after 
the suppression of the insurrection of 1905 in German East 
Africa, that the activity of this new missionary movement 
became strikingly noticeable in the interior.^ This move¬ 
ment of expansion has especially followed the railroads 
and the great trade routes, and has spread right across 
German East Africa to its western boundary on Lake 
Tanganyika, northward from Usambara to the Kilimanjaro 
district, and southward to Lake Nyasa.^ The workers in 
this propaganda are merchants, especially Swahilis from the 
coast-, soldiers and government officials.® The acceptance 
of Islam is looked upon as a sign of an elevation to a higher 
civilisation and social status, and the ridicule with which 
the pagans are regarded by the Muhammadans is said often 

^ Richter, pp. 146-7, 154. Merensky, p. 156. Klamroth, p, 4. 

2 R. du M. M., vol. ix. (1909), p. 322. 

3 Oscar Baumann : Usambara und seine Nachbargebiete, pp. 141, 153. 

(Berlin, 1891.) * Becker, Islam in Deutsch-Ostafrika, p. 10. 

5 Id. p. 13 sqq. Klamroth, pp, jq-aS. ® Id. p. 53. 
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to be a determining factor in their conversion.^ An instance 
of the operation of this feeling may be taken from West 
Usambara, which was said in 1891 to be still closed to Islam; 
the feeling of both chiefs and people was hostile to the 
Muhammadans, who were hated and feared as slave-dealers; 
but when the days of the slave-trade were over and an 
ordered administration was established, the first native 
officials appointed were almost entirely Muhammadans; 
they impressed upon the chiefs and other notables who came 
in touch with them that it was the correct thing for those 
who moved in official circles to be Muhammadans, and 
thereby achieved the conversion of some of the greater 
chiefs, who afterwards exercised a similar influence on chiefs 
of an inferior degree.^ There seems to be little evidence of 
the activity of professional missionaries or of any of the 
religious orders, but there are not wanting evidences of 
systematic efforts, such as those of a Muslim teacher, who 
is reported to have regularly visited a district in the Kili¬ 
manjaro country every week for five months, preaching the 
faith of Islam; his ministrations were welcomed by the 
people, whom he entertained with feasts of rice, etc.^ In 
this zealous propaganda it is noticeable that the preachers of 
Islam do not confine their attention to pagans only, but seek 
also to win converts from among the native Christians.^ 

Islam made its way into Nyasaland also from the East 
Coast, having been introduced by the slave-raiding Arabs 
and their allies the Yaos, whose ancestors came from near 
the East Coast where they had long since accepted Islam. 
It is said that an Arab is now seldom seen in Nyasaland, but 
the Yaos constitute one of the most powerful native tribes 
in Nyasaland, and look upon Islam as their national faith. 
Though there appears to be no organised propaganda, Islam 
has spread very rapidly during the first decade of the 
twentieth century, and that among some of the most 
intelligent tribes in the country.^ 

Islam has achieved a similar success among the Galla and 
the Somali. Mention has already been made of the Galla 

^ Klamroth, pp. 21, 25, 54. ^ Id. pp. 23-4. 

® Id. p. 26. * Id. p. 67. 

® Becker: Islam in Deutsch-Ostafrika, p. 14. The Moslem World, 
vol. ii. p. 3 sqq. 
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settlements in Abyssinia; these immigrants, who are divided 
into seven principal clans, with the generic name of Wollo- 
Galla, were probably all heathen at the time of their incur¬ 
sion into the country,^ and a large part of them remain 
so to the present day. After settling in Abyssinia they 
soon became naturalised there, and in many instances 
adopted the language, manners and customs of the original 
inhabitants of the country.^ 

The story of their conversion is obscure : while some of 
them are said to have been forcibly baptised into the 
Christian faith, the absence of any political power in the 
hands of the Muhammadans precludes the possibility of 
any converts to Islam having been made in a similar fashion. 
In the eighteenth century, those in the south were said to 
be mostly Muhammadans, those to the east and west chiefly 
pagans.^ More recent information points to a further 
increase in the number of the followers of the Prophet, and 
in 1867 Munzinger prophesied that in a short time all the 
Galla tribes would be Muhammadan/ and as they were said 
to be '' very fanatical,'' we may presume that they were by 
no means half-hearted or lukewarm in their adherence to 
this religion.^ 

The Galla freedman whom Doughty met at Khaybar 
certainly exhibited a remarkable degree of zeal for his own 
faith. He had been carried off from his home when a 
child and sold as a slave in Jiddah ; when Doughty asked 
him whether no anger was left in his heart against those 
who had stolen him and sold his life to servitude in the ends 
of the earth, Yet one thing," he answered, ^‘has recom¬ 
pensed me,—that I remained not in ignorance with the 
heathen !—Oh, the wonderful providence of Ullah ! whereby 

^ A contemporary Ethiopia account of these tribes,—Geschichte der 
Galla. Bericht eines abessinischen Monches iiber die Invasion der Galla 
in sechzehnten Jahrhundert. Text und Ubersetzung hrsg. von A. W. 
Schleichler (Berlin, 1893),—seems certainly to represent them as heathen, 
though no detailed account is given of their religion. Reclus (tome x. 
p. 330), however, supposes them to have been Muhammadan at the time of 
their invasion. 

2 Henry Salt: A Voyage to Abyssinia, p. 299. (London, 1814.) 

2 James Bruce : Travels to discover the source of the Nile, 2nd ed. vol. iii. 
p. 243. (Edinburgh, 1805.) 

* Munzinger, p. 408. 

5 I. L. Krapf : Reisen in Ost-Africa, ausgefiihrt in den Jahren 1837-55, 
vol. i. p. 106. (Kornthal, 1858.) 
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I am come to this country of the Apostle, and to the know¬ 
ledge of the religion ! ^ “ Oh ! what sweetness is there 

in believing ! Trust me, dear comrade, it is a thing above 
that which any heart may speak; and would God thou wert 
come to this (heavenly) knowledge; but the Lord will surely 
have a care of thee, that thou shouldst not perish without 
the religion. Ay, how good a thing it were to see thee a 
Moslem, and become one with us; but I know that the time 
is in God's hand : the Lord's will be done." ^ 

Among the Galla tribes of the true Galla country, the 
population is partly Muhammadan (some tribes having 
been converted about 1500) ^ and partly heathen, with 
the exception of those tribes immediately bordering on 
Abyssinia who in the latter part of the nineteenth 
century were forced by the king of that country to 
accept Christianity.^ Among the mountains, the Muham¬ 
madans are in a minority, but on the plains the 
missionaries of Islam have met with striking success, and 
their teaching found a rapidly increasing acceptance 
during the last century. Antonio Cecchi, who visited the 
petty kingdom of Limmu in 1878, gives an account of 
the conversion of Abba Baghibo,^ the father of the then 
reigning chieftain, by Muhammadans who for some years 
had been pushing their proselytising efforts in this country 
in the guise of traders. His example was followed by the 
chiefs of the neighbouring Galla kingdoms and by the 
officers of their courts; part of the common people also were 
won over to the new faith, and it continued to make progress 
among them, but the greater part cling firmly to their 
ancient cult.® These traders received a ready welcome at 
the courts of the Galla chiefs, inasmuch as they found them 
a market for the commercial products of the country and 
imported objects of foreign manufacture in exchange. As 
they made their journeys to the coast once a year only, or 

^ Arabia Deserta, vol. ii. p. 168. 2 ^ yol. ii. p. 109. 

2 Morie, vol. ii. p. 248. 

^ Reclus, tome. x. p. 309. Basset, pp. 270-1. 

® When the Roman Catholics opened a mission among the Gallas in 
1846, Abba Baghibo said to them : “ Had you come thirty years ago, not 
only I, but all m}^ countrymen might have embraced your religion; but 
now it is impossible.*' (Massaja, vol. iv. p. 103.) 

® Da Zeila alle frontiere del Caffa, vol. ii. p. 160, (Rome, 1886-7.) 
Massaja, vol. iv. p. 103; vol. vi. p. 10, 
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even once in two years, and lived all the rest of the time in 
the Galla country, they had plenty of opportunities, which 
they knew well how to avail themselves of, for the work of 
propagating Islam, and wherever they set their foot they 
were sure in a short space of time to gain a large number of 
proselytes.^ Islam here came in conflict with Christian 
missionaries from Europe, whose efforts, though winning for 
Christianity a few converts, have been crowned with very 
little success,2—even the converts of Cardinal Massaja (after 
he was expelled from these parts) either embraced Islam or 
ended by believing neither in Christ nor in Allah,^—whereas 
the Muslim missionaries achieved a continuous success, and 
pushed their way far to the south, and crossed the Wabi 
river.** The majority of the Galla tribes dwelling in the 
west of the Galla country were still heathen towards the end 
of the nineteenth century, but among the most westerly of 
them, viz. the Lega,^ the old nature worship appeared to 
be on the decline and the growing influence of the Muslim 
missionaries made it probable that within a few years the 
Lega would all have entered into the pale of Islam.® 

The North-East Africa of the present day presents indeed 
the spectacle of a remarkably energetic and zealous mission¬ 
ary activity on the part of the Muhammadans. Several 
hundreds of missionaries come from Arabia every year, and 
they have been even more successful in their labours among 
the Somali than among the Galla.’ The close proximity of 
the Somali country to Arabia must have caused it very 
early to have been the scene of Muhammadan missionary 
labours, but of these unfortunately little record seems to 
have survived. The people of Zayla^ were said by Ibn 
Hawqal® in the second half the ninth century to be 
Christians, but in the first half of the fourteenth century 

1 Massaja, vol. iv. p. 102. . -n • 

2 Speaking of the failure of Christian missions, Cecchi^ says : di cio si 

deve ricercare la causa nello espandersi che fece quaggiu in questi ultimi 
anni T islamismo, portato da centinaja di preti e mercanti musulmani, cui 
non facevano difetto i mezzi, T astuzia e la plena conoscenza della lingua. 
(Op. cit. vol. ii. p. 342.) 

3 Id., p. 343. 

* Reclus, tome xiii. p. 834. 

® The Lega are found in long. 9° to 9® 30' and lat. E. 34® 35 to 35 . 

3 Reclus, tome x. p. 350. 

Paulitschke, pp. 330-1. ® Ibn Hawqal, p. 41. 
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Abu’l-Fida speaks of them as being Musalmans.^ The 
new faith was probably brought across the sea by Arab 
merchants or refugees. The Somalis of the north have 
a tradition of a certain Arab of noble birth who, com¬ 
pelled to flee his own country, crossed the sea to Adel, 
where he preached the faith of Islam among their fore¬ 
fathers.* In the fifteenth century a band of forty-four 
Arabs came as missionaries from Hadramawt, landing 
at Berberah on the Red Sea, and thence dispersed 
over the Somali country to preach Islam. One of them, 
ShayWi Ibrahim Abu Zarbay, made his way to the city of 
Harar about A.D. 1430, and gained many converts there, and 
his tomb is still honoured in that city. A hill near Berberah 
is still called the Mount of Saints in memory of these 
missionaries, who are said to have sat there in solemn 
conclave before scattering far and wide to the work of 
conversion.* Islam gradually became predominant through¬ 
out the whole of North-East Africa, but the growing power 
of the Emperor Menelik and his occupation of Harar in 1886 
resulted in a certain number of conversions to Christianity.^ 

In order to complete this survey of Islam in Africa, it 
remains only to draw attention to the fact that this religion 
has also made its entrance into the extreme south of this 
continent, viz. in Cape Colony. These Muhammadans of 
the Cape are descendants of Malays, who were brought here 
by the Dutch * either in the seventeenth or eighteenth 
century; ® they speak a corrupt form of the Boer dialect, 
with a considerable admixture of Arabic, and some English 
and Malay words. A curious little book published in this 

^ Abu’l-Fida, tome ii. i*"® partie, pp. 231-2. 

* Documents sur I'histoire, la geographie et le commerce de I'Afrique 
Orientale, recueillis par M. Guillain, Deuxi^me partie, tome i. p. 399* 
(Paris, 1856.) 

3 R. F. Burton : First Footprints in East Africa, pp. 76, 404. (London, 
1856.) 

* R. du M. M., vi. p. 288. (1908.) 

® The Cape of Good Hope was in the possession of the Dutch from 1652 
to 17951 restored to them after the Peace of Amiens in 1802, it was re¬ 
occupied by the British as soon as war broke out again. 

® Among these was Shaykh Yusuf, a religious teacher of great influence 
in Java and the last champion of the independence of Bantam; in 1694 
he was removed by the Dutch to Cape Colony as a prisoner of state, together 
with his family and numerous attendants; his tomb is still regarded as a 
holy place. (G. M. Theal: History and Ethnography of Africa south of 
the Zambesi, vol. ii. p. 263.) (London, 1909.) 
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dialect and written in Arabic characters was published in 
Constantinople in 1877 by the Turkish minister of education, 
to serve as a handbook of the principles of the Muslim 
faith.^ The thoroughly Dutch names that some of them 
bear, and the type of face observable in many of them, point 
to the probability that they have at some time received into 
their community some persons of Dutch birth, or at least 
that they have in their veins a considerable admixture of 
Dutch blood. They have also gained some converts from 
among the Hottentots. Very little notice has been taken 
of them by European travellers,^ or even by their 
co-religionists until recently. In 1819 Colebrooke had 
drawn attention to the growth of Islam in some interesting 
notes he wrote on the Cape Colony : '' Mohammedanism 
is said to be gaining ground among the slaves and free 
people of colour at the Cape; that is to say, more 
converts among negroes and blacks of every description 
are made from Paganism to the Musleman, than to the 
Christian religion, notwithstanding the zealous exertions 
of pious missionaries. One cause of this perversion is 
asserted to be a marked disinclination of slave owners to 
allow their slaves to be baptized; arising from some erron¬ 
eous notions or over-charged apprehensions of the rights 
which a baptized slave acquires. Slaves are certainly 
impressed with the idea that such a disinclination subsists, 
and it is not an unfrequent answer of a slave, when asked 
his motives for turning Musleman, that ' some religion he 
must have, and he is not allowed to turn Christian.’ Pre¬ 
judices in this respect are wearing away; and less dis¬ 
couragement is now given to the conversion of slaves than 
heretofore. Masters, it is affirmed, begin to find that their 
slaves serve not the worse for instruction received in religious 
duties. Missionaries who devote themselves especially to 
the religious instruction of slaves (and there is one in each 
of the principal towns) have increasing congregations, and 
hope that their labours are not unfruitful. But the 

^ M. J. de Goeje : Mohammedaansche Propaganda, pp. 2, 6. (Overge- 
drukt uit de Nederlandsche Spectator, No. 51, 1881.) 

2 Attention was drawn to them in 1814 by a Mr. Campbell. See William 
Adams : The Modern Voyager and Traveller, vol. i. p. 93. (London, 

1834-) 
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Musleman priest, with less exertion, has a greater flock.” ^ 
During the last fifty years the Muhammadans in Cape 
Colony have been visited by some zealous co-religionists 
from other countries, and more attention is now paid by 
them to education, and a deeper religious life has been 
stirred up among them, and they are said to carry on a zealous 
propaganda, especially among the coloured people at the 
Cape and to achieve a certain success.^ This proselytising 
movement is especially strong in the western part of Cape 
Colony. It is said that there is a movement on foot for the 
founding of a college at Claremont, in the vicinity of Cape 
Town, which shall become a centre for the propagation of 
Islam. One of the methods at present employed is the 
adoption of neglected or abandoned children, who are 
brought up in the Muslim faith.^ Every year some of them 
make the pilgrimage to Mecca, where a special ShayWi has 
been appointed to look after them.*^ The Indian coolies 
that come to work in the diamond fields of South Africa are 
also said to be propagandists of Islam.^ 

On account of its isolated position, 220 to 540 miles from 
the mainland, the island of Madagascar calls for separate 
mention. The only tribe that has adopted Islam is that of 
the Antaimorona, occupying a part of the south-east coast; 
they undoubtedly owed their conversion to missionaries 
from Arabia, but the date at which this change of faith took 
place is entirely unknown; tradition would carry it back 
to the very days of Muhammad himself, but it is not until 
the sixteenth century that we get, in the works of Italian 
and Portuguese geographers, authentic mention of Muham¬ 
madans on the island.® 

From the historical sketch given above it may be seen 
that peaceful methods have largely characterised the Muham¬ 
madan missionary movement in Africa, and though Islam 

1 SirT.E.Colebrooke: TheLifeofH.T.Colebrooke,p.335. (London. 1873.) 

- F. Coillard : Au Cap de Bonne Esperance. (Journal des missions 
evangeliques, avril 1899, p. 265.) 

3 Kumm, p. 233. * C. Snouck Hurgronje (3), vol. ii. pp. 296-7. 

® Jacques Bonzon : Les Missionaires de 1’Islam en Afrique. (Revue 
Chretienne, tome xiii. p. 295.) (Paris, 1893.) 

® G. Ferrand, Les Musulmans a Madagascar, pp. 19, 50 sqq., 138. (Paris, 
1891.) Id. Les Migrations musulmanes et juives a Madagascar. (Revue 
de I'Histoire des Religions, vol. lii. p. 381 sqq.) 
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has often taken the sword as an instrument to further its 
spiritual conquests, such an appeal to violence and bloodshed 
has in most cases been preceded by the peaceful efforts of 
the missionary, and the preacher has followed the conqueror 
to complete the imperfect work of conversion. It is true 
that the success of Islam has been very largely facilitated 
in many parts of Africa by the worldly successes of Muham¬ 
madan adventurers, and the erection of Muhammadan states 
on the ruins of pagan kingdoms, and fire and bloodshed have 
often marked the course of a Jihad, projected for the exter¬ 
mination of the infidel. The words of the young Arab from 
Bornu whom Captain Burton ^ met in the palace of the King 
of Abeokuta doubtless express the aspirations of many an 
African Muhammadan : '' Give those guns and powder to 
us, and we will soon Islamise these dogs '' : and they find 
an echo in the message that Mungo Park ^ gives us as having 
been sent by the Muslim King of Futah Toro to his pagan 
neighbour : With this knife Abdulkader will condescend 
to shave the head of Darnel, if Darnel will embrace the 
Mahommedan faith; and with this other knife Abdulkader 
will cut the throat of Darnel, if Darnel refuses to embrace it ; 
take your choice.'' 

But much as Islam may have owed to the martial prowess 
of such fanatics as these, there is the overwhelming testimony 
of travellers and others to the peaceful missionary preaching, 
and quiet and persistent labours of the Muslim propagandist, 
which have done more for the rapid spread of Islam in 
modern Africa than any violent measures : by the latter its 
opponents may indeed have been exterminated, but by the 
former chiefly, have its converts been made, and the work of 
conversion may still be observed in progress in many regions 
of the coast and the interior.® Wherever Islam has made 
its way, there is the Muhammadan missionary to be found 
bearing witness to its doctrines,—the trader, be he Arab, 
Pul or Mandingo, who combines proselytism with the sale of 
his merchandise, and whose very profession brings him into 
close and immediate contact with those he would convert, 

^ Richard F. Burton (i), vol. i. p. 256. 

2 Travels in the Interior of Africa, chap. xxv. ad fin. 

* D. J. East, pp. 118-20. W. Winwood Reade, vol. i. p. 312. Blyden, 
pp. 13, 202. 
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and disarms any possible suspicion of sinister motives; 
such a man when he enters a pagan village soon attracts 
attention by his frequent ablutions and regularly recurring 
times of prayer and prostration, in which he appears to be 
conversing with some invisible being, and by his very 
assumption of intellectual and moral superiority, commands 
the respect and confidence of the heathen people, to whom 
at the same time he shows himself ready and willing to 
communicate his high privileges and knowledge;—the haji 
or pilgrim who has returned from Mecca full of enthusiasm 
for the spread of the faith, to which he devotes his whole 
energies, wandering about from place to place, supported 
by the alms of the faithful who bear witness to the truth 
in the midst of their pagan neighbours;—the student who, 
in consequence of his knowledge of Islamic theology and 
law, receives honour as a man of learning : sometimes, too, 
he practises medicine, or at least he is in great requisition as 
a writer of charms, texts from the Qur'an, which are sewn 
up in pieces of leather or cloth and tied on the arms, or 
round the neck, and which he can turn to account as a means 
of adding to the number of his converts : for instance, when 
childless women or those who have lost their children in 
infancy, apply for these charms, as a condition of success the 
obligation is always imposed upon them of bringing up their 
future children as Muhammadans^ These religious teachers, 
or marabouts, or alufas as they are variously termed, are 
held in the highest estimation. In some tribes of Western 
Africa every village contains a lodge for their reception, and 
they are treated with the utmost deference and respect : 
in Darfur they hold the highest rank after those who fill the 
offices of government: among the Mandingos they rank still 
higher, and receive honour next to the king, the subordinate 
chiefs being regarded as their inferiors in point of dignity : 
in those states in which the Qur'an is made the rule of 
government in all civil matters, their services are in great 
demand, in order to interpret its meaning. So sacred are 
the persons of these teachers esteemed, that they pass 
without molestation through the countries of chiefs, not 

^ Bishop Crowther on Islam in Western Africa. (Church Missionary 
Intelligencer, p. 254, April 1888.) 
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only hostile to each other, but engaged in actual warfare. 
Such deference is not only paid to them in Muhammadan 
countries, but also in the pagan villages in which they 
establish their schools, where the people respect them as the 
instructors of their children, and look upon them as the 
medium between themselves and Heaven, either for securing 
a supply of their necessities, or for warding off or removing 
calamities.1 Many of these teachers have studied in the 
mosques of Qayrwan, Fas, Tripoli ^ and other centres of 
Muslim learning; but especially in the mosque of al-Azhar 
in Cairo. Students flock to it from all parts of the Muslim 
world, and among them is often to be found a contingent 
from Negro Africa,—students from Darfur, Wadai and 
Bornu, and some who even make their way on foot from 
the far distant West Coast; when they have finished their 
courses of study in Muslim theology and jurisprudence, 
there are many of them who become missionaries among 
the heathen population of their native land. Schools are 
established by these missionaries in the towns they visit, 
which are frequented by the pagan as well as the Muslim 
children. They are taught to read the Qur'an, and in¬ 
structed in the doctrines and ceremonies of Islam. Having 
thus gained a footing, the Muhammadan missionary, by his 
superior knowledge and attainments, is not slow to obtain 
great influence over the people among whom he has come to 
live. In this he is aided by the fact that his habits and 
manner of life are similar in many respects to their own, nor 
is he looked upon with suspicion, inasmuch as the trader 
has already prepared the way for him; and by intermarriage 
with the natives, being thus received into their social system, 
his influence becomes firmly rooted and permanent, and 
so in the most natural manner he gradually causes the 
knowledge of Islam to spread among them. 

His propagandist efforts are further facilitated by the fact 
that the deism which forms the background of the religious 
consciousness of many fetish-worshippers may pass by an 
easy transition into the theism of Islam, together with some 

^ D. J. East, pp. 112-13. Blyden, p. 202, 

2 It is said that over a thousand missionaries of Islam leave Tripoli every 
year to work in the Sudan. (Paulitschke, p. 331.) 
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other aspects of their theology, while their general out¬ 
look upon life and several of their religious institutions are 
capable of taking on a Muslim colouring and of being trans¬ 
ferred to the new system of faith without undergoing much 
modification.^ 

The arrival of the Muhammadan in a pagan country is 
also the beginning of the opening up of a more extensive 
trade, and of communication with great Muhammadan 
trading centres such as Jenne, Segu or Kano, and a share 
in the advantages of this material civilisation is offered, 
together with the religion of the Prophet. Thus '' among the 
uncivilised negro tribes the missionary may be always sure 
of a ready audience : he can not only give them many 
truths regarding God and man which make their way to the 
heart and elevate the intellect, but he can at once com¬ 
municate the Shibboleth of admission to a social and political 
communion, which is a passport for protection and assistance 
from the Atlantic to the Wall of China. Wherever a Moslem 
house can be found there the negro convert who can repeat 
the dozen syllables of his creed, is sure of shelter, sustenance 
and advice, and in his own country he finds himself at once 
a member of an influential, if not of a dominant caste. This 
seems the real secret of the success of the Moslem mission¬ 
aries in West Africa. It is great and rapid as regards 
numbers, for the simple reason that the Moslem missionary, 
from the very first profession of the convert's belief, acts 
practically on those principles regarding the equality and 
brotherhood of all believers before God, which Islam shares 
with Christianity; and he does this, as a general rule, more 
speedily and decidedly than the Christian missionary, who 
generally feels bound to require good evidence of a converted 
heart before he gives the right hand of Christian fellowship, 
and who has always to contend with race prejudices not 
likely to die out in a single generation where the white 
Christian has for generations been known as master, and 
the black heathen as slave." ^ 

It is important, too, to note that neither his colour nor 

^ For a detailed examination of these points of contact, see Forget, 
p. 28 sqq. Merensky, p. 155. 

2 Sir Bartle Frere (i), pp. 18-19. 
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his race in any way prejudice the Negro in the eyes of his 
new co-religionists. The progress of Islam in Negritia has 
no doubt been materially advanced by this absence of any 
feeling of repulsion towards the Negro—indeed Islam seems 
never to have treated the Negro as an inferior, as has been 
unhappily too often the case in Christendom.^ 

This consideration goes partly to explain the success of 
Muslim as contrasted with Christian missions among the 
Negro peoples. It has frequently been pointed out that the 
Negro convert to Christianity is apt to feel that his European 
co-religionists belong to a stratum of civilisation alien 
to his own habits of life, whereas he feels himself to 
be more at home in a Muslim society. This has been well 
stated by a modern observer, in the following passage :— 
Islam, despite its shortcomings, does not, from the 
Nigerian point of view, demand race suicide of the Nigerian 
as an accompaniment of conversion. It does not stipulate 
revolutionary changes in social life, impossible at the present 
stage of Nigerian development; nor does it undermine 
family or communal authority. Between the converter and 
converted there is no abyss. Both are equal, not in theory, 
but in practice, before God. Both are African; sons of the 
soil. The doctrine of the brotherhood of man is carried out 
in practice. Conversion does not mean for the converted 


^ E. W. Blyden, pp. 18-24. E. Allegret, p. 200. Westermann, pp. 644—5. 

In a very interesting, but now forgotten, debate before the Anthro¬ 
pological Society of London, on the Efforts of Missionaries among Savages, 
a case was mentioned of a Christian missionary in Africa who married a 
negress : the feeling against him in consequence was so strong that he had 
to leave the colony. The MusUm missionary labours under no such dis¬ 
advantage. (Journal of the Anthropological Society of London, vol. iii. 
1865.) 

The contrast between the way in which Christianity and Islam present 
themselves to the African is well brought out by one who is himself a Negro, 
in the following passage :—“ Tandis que les missions renvoient a une 
epoque indefinie I’etablissement du pastorat indigene, les pretres musulmans 
penetrent dans Tinterieur de I’Afrique, trouvent un acces facile chez les 
paiens et les convertissent a I’islam. De sorte qu’aujourd'hui les negres 
regardent I’islam comme la religion des noirs, et le christianisme comme la 
religion des blancs. Le christianisme, pensent-ils, appelle le negre au 
salut, mais lui assigne une place tellement basse que, decourage, il se dit : 

‘ Je n'ai ni part ni portion dans cette affaire.' L’islarn appelle le negre au 
salut et lui dit: * II ne depend que de toi pour arriver aussi haut que 
possible.' Alors, le negre enthousiasme se livre corps et 4 me au service 
de cette religion." L'islam et le christianisme en Afrique d'apr^s un 
Africain. (Journal des Missions Evangiliques. 63* annee, p. 207.) 
(Paris, 1888.) 
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a break with his interests, his family, his social life, his 
respect for the authority of his natural rulers. ... No one 
can fail to be impressed with the carriage, the dignity of the 
Nigerian—indeed of the West African—Mohammedan; the 
whole bearing of the man suggests a consciousness of citizen¬ 
ship, a pride of race which seems to say : ' We are different, 
thou and I, but we are men.* The spread of Islam in 
Southern Nigeria which we are witnessing to-day is mainly 
social in its action. It brings to those with whom it comes 
in contact a higher status, a loftier conception of man's 
place in the universe around him, release from the thraldom 
of a thousand superstitious fears." ^ 

According to Muhammadan tradition Moses was a black 
man, as may be seen from the following passages in the 
Qur'an. Now draw thy hand close to thy side : it shall 
come forth white, but unhurt :—another sign ! " (xx. 23). 

Then drew he forth his hand, and lo ! it was white to the 
beholders. The nobles of Pharaoh's people said : ' Verily 
this is an expert enchanter' " (vii. 105—6). The following 
story also, handed down to us from the golden period of the 
'Abbasid dynasty, is interesting as evidence of Muham¬ 
madan feeling with regard to the Negro. Ibrahim, a brother 
of Harun al-RashTd and the son of a negress, had pro¬ 
claimed himself Caliph at Bagdad, but was defeated and 
forgiven by al-Ma'mun, who was then reigning (a.d. 819). 
He thus describes his interview with the Caliph :—'' Al- 
Ma’mun said to me on my going to see him after having 
obtained pardon : ' Is it thou who art the Negro khalifah ? ’ 
to which I replied :—' Commander of the faithful! I am 
he whom thou hast deigned to pardon; and it has been said 
by the slave of Banu'l-Hashas :—When men extol their 
worth, the slave of the family of Hashas can supply, by his 
verses, the defect of birth and fortune." Though I be a 
slave, my soul, through its noble nature, is free; though my 
body be dark, my mind is fair.' To this al-Ma'mun 
replied : ' Uncle ! a jest of mine has put you in a serious 
mood.’ He then repeated these verses : ' Blackness of 
skin cannot degrade an ingenious mind, or lessen the 

^ E. D. Morel : Nigeria, its people and its problems, pp. 216-17. 
(London, 1911.) 
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worth of the scholar and the wit. Let darkness claim the 
colour of your body: I claim as mine your fair and 
candid soul.' " ^ 

Thus, the converted Negro at once takes an equal place 
in the brotherhood of believers, neither his colour nor his 
race nor any associations of the past standing in the way. 
It is doubtless the ready admission they receive, that makes 
the pagan Negroes willing to enter into a religious society 
whose higher civilisation demands that they should give up 
many of their old barbarous habits and customs; at the 
same time the very fact that the acceptance of Islam does 
imply an advance in civilisation and is a very distinct step 
in the intellectual, moral and material progress of a Negro 
tribe, helps very largely to explain the success of this faith. 
The forces arrayed on its side are so powerful and ascendant, 
that the barbarism, ignorance and superstition which it 
seeks to sweep away have little chance of making a length¬ 
ened resistance. What the civilisation of Muslim Africa 
imples to the Negro convert, is admirably expressed in the 
following words : The worst evils which, there is reason 
to believe, prevailed at one time over the whole of Africa, 
and which are still to be found in many parts of it, and 
those, too, not far from the Gold Coast and from our own 
settlements—cannibalism and human sacrifice and the 
burial of living infants—disappear at once and for ever. 
Natives who have hitherto lived in a state of nakedness, or 
nearly so, begin to dress, and that neatly; natives who have 
never washed before begin to wash, and that frequently; 
for ablutions are commanded in the Sacred Law, and it is 
an ordinance which does not involve too severe a strain on 
their natural instincts. The tribal organisation tends to 
give place to something which has a wider basis. In other 
words, tribes coalesce into nations, and, with the increase 
of energy and intelligence, nations into empires. Many 
such instances could be adduced from the history of the 
Soudan and the adjoining countries during the last hundred 
years. If the warlike spirit is thus stimulated, the centres 
from which war springs are fewer in number and further 
apart. War is better organised, and is under some form of 

1 Ibn Khallikan, vol. i. p. i8. 
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restraint; quarrels are not picked for nothing; there is less 
indiscriminate plundering and greater security for property 
and life. Elementary schools/ like those described by 
Mungo Park a century ago, spring up, and even if they only 
teach their scholars to recite the Koran, they are worth 
something in themselves, and may be a step to much more. 
The well-built and neatly-kept mosque, with its call to 
prayer repeated five times a day, its Mecca-pointing niche, 
its Imam and its weekly service, becomes the centre of the 
village, instead of the ghastly fetish or Juju house. The 
worship of one God, omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient, 
and compassionate, is an immeasurable advance upon 
anything which the native has been taught to worship before. 
The Arabic language, in which the Mussulman scriptures 
are always written, is a language of extraordinary copious¬ 
ness and beauty; once learned it becomes a lingua franca 
to the tribes of half the continent, and serves as an introduc¬ 
tion to literature, or rather, it is a literature in itself. It 
substitutes moreover, a written code of law for the arbitrary 
caprice of a chieftain—a change which is, in itself, an 
immense advance in civilisation. Manufactures and com¬ 
merce spring up, not the dumb trading or the elementary 
bartering of raw products which we know from Herodotus 
to have existed from the earliest times in Africa, nor the 
cowrie shells, or gunpowder, or tobacco, or rum, which still 
serve as a chief medium of exchange all along the coast, but 
manufactures involving considerable skill, and a commerce 

1 “ Extracts from the Koran form the earliest reading lessons of children, 
and the commentaries and other works founded upon it furnish the principal 
subjects of the advanced studies. Schools of different grades have existed 
for centuries in various interior negro countries, and under the provision 
of law, in which even the poor are educated at the public expense, and in 
which the deserving are carried on many years through long courses of 
regular instruction. Nor is the system always confined to the Arabic 
language, or to the works of Arabic writers. A number of native languages 
have been reduced to writing, books have been translated from the Arabic 
and original works have been written in them. Schools also have been kept 
in which native languages are taught." Condition and Character of Negroes 
in Africa. By Theodore Dwight. (Methodist Quarterly Review, January 
1869.) 

Dr. Blyden (pp. 206-7) nientions the following books as read by Muslims 
in Western Africa : Maqamat of Hariri, portions of Aristotle and Plato 
translated into Arabic, an Arabic version of Hippocrates, and the Arabic 
New Testament and Psalms issued by the American Bible Society. For the 
literature of the Muslims in East Africa, see Becker: Islam in Deutsch 
Ostafrika, p. 18 sqq. 
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which is elaborately organised; and under their influence, 
and that of the more settled government which Islam brings 
in its train, there have arisen those great cities of Negro- 
land whose very existence, when first they were described 
by European travellers, could not but be half discredited. 
I am far from saying that the religion is the sole cause of 
all this comparative prosperity. I only say it is consistent 
with it, and it encourages it. Climatic conditions and various 
other influences co-operate towards the result; but what 
has Pagan Africa, even where the conditions are very 
similar, to compare with it ? As regards the individual, it 
is admitted on all hands that Islam gives to its new Negro 
converts an energy, a dignity, a self-reliance, and a self- 
respect which is all too rarely found in their Pagan or their 
Christian fellow-countrymen.” ^ 

The words above quoted were written before the partition 
of the greater part of Africa among the governments of 
Christian Europe—England, France and Germany—but 
the imposing character of Muslim civilisation has not ceased 
to impress the Negro mind, or to operate as one of the 
influences favourable to the conversion of the African 
fetish-worshippers. Brought suddenly into contact with 
European culture, these have received an impulse to advance 
in the path of civilisation, but being unable to bridge over 
the gulf that separates them from their foreign rulers, they 
find in Islam a culture corresponding to their needs and 
capable of understanding their requirements and aspira¬ 
tions.^ So far, therefore, from the extension of European 
domination tending to hamper the activities of Muhammadan 
propagandists, it has to a very remarkable degree con¬ 
tributed towards the progress of Islam. The bringing of 
peace to countries formerly harassed by wars of extermina¬ 
tion or the raids of slave-hunters, the establishment of 
ordered methods of government and administration, and 
the increased facilities of communication by the making 
of roads and the building of railways, have given a great 
stimulus to trade and have enabled that active propagandist, 

^ Mohammedanism in Africa, by R. Bosworth Smith. (The Nineteenth 
Century. December 1887, pp. 798-800.) 

2 Le Chatelier, (3), p. 348. 
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the Muslim trader, to extend his influence in districts 
previously untrodden, and traverse familiar ground with 
greater security. Further, the suppression of the slave- 
trade has removed one of the great obstacles to the spread 
of Islam in pagan Africa, because it was to the interest of the 
Arab and other Muhammadan slave-dealers not to narrow 
the field of their operations by admitting their possible 
victims into the brotherhood of Islam.^ Converts are now 
won from pagan tribes which in the days of the slave-trade 
were untouched by missionary effort. To this result the 
European governments have contributed by employing 
Muhammadans to fill the subordinate posts in the civil 
administration (since among the Muhammadans alone were 
educated persons to be found) and distributing them 
throughout pagan districts, by emplojdng Muhammadan 
teachers in the Government schools, and by recruiting their 
armies from among Muhammadan tribes; they have thus 
added to the prestige of Islam in the eyes of the pagan 
Africans—a circumstance that the Muslims have not been 
slow to make use of, to the advantage of their own faith.^ 

So little truth is there in the statement that Islam makes 
progress only by force of arms,® that on the contrary the 
partition of Africa among the European powers, who have 
wrested the sword from the hands of the Muslim chiefs 
now under their control, has initiated a propaganda which 
seems likely to succeed where centuries of Muhammadan 
domination have failed. 

^ Forget, p. 95- Merensky, p. 156. (“ Den Vertretern des Islam aber 

stand ihr Vorteil, der Gewinn, den die Unterdriickung der Eingebornen 
bringt, hoher als die Ausbreitung ihres Glaubens. Hatte man die Volker 
Afrikas durch die Macht geistiger Waffen unter giitigem Entgegenkommen 
zu Mohammedanern gemacht, so waren sie Glaubensgenossen, gleichberech- 
tige Briider, die man nicht mehr berauben, zu Sklaven machen, oder als 
Sklaven nur Arbeit ausnutzen konnte.”) 

* Westermann, p. 643. L. de Contenson, p. 244. Kumm, p. 122. 

3 Thus Merensky, discussing the failure of Islam to dominate the whole 
of Africa after centuries of occupation says “ Wir sehen die Ursache fiir 
diese merkwiirdige Erscheinung in den Beziehungen, in denen bei den 
Mohammedanern die aussere Gewalt zum Islam und zur Ausbreitung des 
Islam steht. Beides steht und fallt miteinander, dringt miteinander vor 
und geht miteinander auch wieder zuriick." (p. 156.) 


CHAPTER XII. 


THE SPREAD OF ISLAM IN THE MALAY ARCHIPELAGO. 

The history of the Malay Archipelago during the last 
600 years furnishes us with one of the most interesting 
chapters in the story of the spread of Islam by missionary 
efforts. During the whole of this period we find evidences 
of a continuous activity on the part of the Muhammadan 
missionaries, in one or other at least of the East India 
islands. In every instance, in the beginning, their work 
had to be carried on without any patronage or assistance 
from the rulers of the country, but solely by the force of 
persuasion, and in many cases in the face of severe opposi¬ 
tion, especially on the part of the Spaniards. But in spite 
of all difficulties, and with varying success, they have 
prosecuted their efforts with untiring energy, perfecting 
their work (more especially in the present day) wherever it 
has been partial or insufficient. 

It is impossible to fix the precise date of the first intro¬ 
duction of Islam into the Malay Archipelago. It may have 
been carried thither by the Arab traders in the early 
centuries of the Hijrah, long before we have any historical 
notices of such influences being at work. This supposition 
is rendered the more probable by the knowledge we have 
of the extensive commerce with the East carried on by the 
Arabs from very early times. In the second century b.c. 
the trade with Ceylon was wholly in their hands. At the 
beginning of the seventh century of the Christian era, the 
trade with China, through Ceylon, received a great impulse, 
so that in the middle of the eighth century Arab traders 
were to be found in great numbers in Canton; while from 
the tenth to the fifteenth century, until the arrival of the 
Portuguese, they were undisputed masters of the trade with 
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the East.i We may therefore conjecture with tolerable 
certainty that they must have established their commercial 
settlements on some of the islands of the Malay Archipelago, 
as they did elsewhere, at a very early period : though no 
mention is made of these islands in the works of the Arab 
geographers earlier than the ninth century,^ yet in the 
Chinese annals, under the date a.d. 674, an account is given 
of an Arab chief, who from later notices is conjectured to 
have been the head of an Arab settlement on the west 
coast of Sumatra.^ 

Missionaries must also, however, have come to the Malay 
Archipelago from the south of India, judging from certain 
peculiarities of Muhammadan theology adopted by the 
islanders. Most of the Musalmans of the Archipelago 
belong to the Shafi'iyyah sect, which is at the present day 
predominant on the Coromandel and Malabar coasts, as 
was the case also about the middle of the fourteenth 
century when Ibn Batutah visited these parts.^ So when 
we consider that the Muhammadans of the neighbouring 
countries belong to the Hanafiyyah sect, we can only explain 
the prevalence of Shafi'tyyah teachings by assuming them to 
have been brought thither from the Malabar coast, the 
ports of which were frequented by merchants from Java, 
as well as from China, Yaman and Persia.^ From India, 
too, or from Persia, must have come the Shfism, of which 
traces are still found in Java and Sumatra. From Ibn 
Batutah we learn that the Muhammadan Sultan of Samudra 
had entered into friendly relations with the court of Dehli, 
and among the learned doctors of the law whom this devout 
prince especially favoured, there were two of Persian 
origin, the one coming from Shiraz and the other from 
Ispahan.® But long before this time merchants from the 
Deccan, through whose hands passed the trade between 
the Musalman states of India and the Malay Archipelago, 
had established themselves in large numbers in the trading 

^ Niemann, p. 337. 

^ Reinaud : Geographie d’Aboulfeda, tome i. p. cccxxxix. 

® Groeneveldt, pp. 14, 15. 

* Ibn Batu'(:ah, tome iv. pp. 66, 80. 

® Veth (3), vol. i. p. 231. Ibn Batutah, tome iv. p. 89. 

® Ibn Batutah, tome iv. pp. 230, 234. 
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ports of these islands, where they sowed the seed of the new 
religion.^ 

It is to the proselytising efforts of these Arab and Indian 
merchants that the native Muhammadan population, which 
we find already in the earliest historical notices of Islam in 
these parts, owes its existence. Settling in the centres of 
commerce, they intermarried with the people of the land, 
and these heathen wives and the slaves of their households 
thus formed the nucleus of a Muslim community which its 
members made every effort in their power to increase. 
The following description of the methods adopted by these 
merchant missionaries in the Philippine Islands, gives a 
picture of what was no doubt the practice of many preced¬ 
ing generations of Muhammadan traders : — “ The better to 
introduce their religion into the country, the Muhammadans 
adopted the language and many of the customs of the 
natives, married their women, purchased slaves in order to 
increase their personal importance, and succeeded finally 
in incorporating themselves among the chiefs who held 
the foremost rank in the state. Since they worked together 
with greater ability and harmony than the natives, they 
gradually increased their power more and more, as having 
numbers of slaves in their possession, they formed a kind 
of confederacy among themselves and established a sort of 
monarchy, which they made hereditary in one family. 
Though such a confederacy gave them great power, yet 
they felt the necessity of keeping on friendly terms with 
the old aristocracy, and of ensuring their freedom to those 
classes whose support they could not afford to dispense 
with.'' 2 It must have been in some such way as this 
that the different Muhammadan settlements in the Malay 
Archipelago laid a firm political and social basis for their 
proselytising efforts. They did not come as conquerors, 
like the Spanish in the sixteenth century, or use the sword 
as an instrument of conversion; nor did they arrogate to 
themselves the privileges of a superior and dominant race 
so as to degrade and oppress the original inhabitants, but 
coming simply in the guise of traders they employed all 

1 Snouck Hurgronje (i), pp. 8-9. 

2 Padre Gainza, quoted by C. Semper, p. 67. 
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their superior intelligence and civilisation in the service of 
their religion, rather than as a means towards their personal 
aggrandisement and the amassing of wealth.^ With this 
general statement of the subsidiary means adopted by them, 
let us follow in detail their proselytising efforts through 
the various islands in turn. 

Tradition represents Islam as having been introduced into 
Sumatra from Arabia. But there is no sound historical 
basis for such a belief, and all the evidence seems to point 
to India as the source from which the people of Sumatra 
derived their knowledge of the new faith. Active com¬ 
mercial relations had existed for centuries between India 
and the Malay Archipelago, and the first missionaries to 
Sumatra were probably Indian traders.^ There is, however, 
no historical record of their labours, and the Malay chronicles 
ascribe the honour of being the first missionary to Atjeh, 
in the north-west of Sumatra, to an Arab named ‘Abd 
Allah ‘Arif, who is said to have visited the island about 
the middle of the twelfth century; one of his disciples, 
Burhan al-Din, is said to have carried the knowledge of 
the faith down the west coast as far as Priaman.^ Un¬ 
trustworthy as this record is, it may yet possibly indicate 
the existence of some proselytising activity about this 
period; for the Malay chronicle of Atjeh gives 1205 as 
the date of the accession of Juhan Shah, the traditionary 
founder of the Muhammadan dynasty. He is said to have 
been a stranger from the West,^ and to have come to these 
shores to preach the faith of the Prophet; he made many 
proselytes, married a wife from among the people of the 
country, and was hailed by them as their king, under the 
half-Sanskrit, half-Arabic title of Sri Paduka Sultan. For 
some time the new faith would in all probability have been 
confined to the ports at which Muhammadan merchants 
touched, and its progress inland would be slower, as here 

^ Crawfurd (2), vol. ii. p. 265. 

2 Snouck Hurgronje : L*Arabic et les Indes Neerlandaises. (Revue de 
I’Histoire des Religions, vol. Ivii. p. 69 sqq.) 

^ De Hollander, vol. i. p. 581. Veth (i), p. 60. 

* This vague reference would fit either Arabia, Persia or India; but if 
such a person as Juhan Shah ever existed, he probably came from the 
Coromandel or Malabar coast. (Chronique du Royaume d’Atcheh, traduite 
du Malay par Ed. Dulaurier, p. 7.) 
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it would come up against the strong Hindu influences that 
had their centre in the kingdom of Menangkabau. 

Marco Polo, who spent five months on the north coast 
of Sumatra in 1292, speaks of all the inhabitants being 
idolaters, except in the petty kingdom of Parlak on the north¬ 
east corner of the island, where, too, only the townspeople 
were Muhammadans, for '' this kingdom, you must know, is 
so much frequented by the Saracen merchants that they have 
converted the natives to the Law of Mahommet,'" but the 
hill-people were all idolaters and cannibals.^ Further, one 
of the Malay chronicles says that it was Sultan ' Ali Mu gh ayat 
Shah, who reigned over Atjeh from 1507 to 1522, who first 
set the example of embracing Islam, in which he was 
followed by his subjects.^ But it is not improbable that 
the honour of being the first Muslim ruler of the state has 
been here attributed as an added glory to the monarch who 
founded the greatness of Atjeh and began to extend its 
sway over the neighbouring country, and that he rather 
effected a revival of, or imparted a fresh impulse to, the 
religious life of his subjects than gave to them their first 
knowledge of the faith of the Prophet. For Islam had 
certainly set firm foot in Sumatra long before his time. 
According to the traditionary account of the city of 
Samudra, the Sharif of Mecca sent a mission to convert the 
people of Sumatra. The leader of the party was a certain 
ShayMi Isma'il: the first place on the island at which they 
touched, after leaving Malabar, was Pasuri (probably 
situated a little way down the west coast), the people of 
which were persuaded by their preaching to embrace 
Islam. They then proceeded northward to Lambri and 
then coasted round to the other side of the island and sailed 
as far down the east coast as Aru, nearly opposite Malacca, 
and in both of these places their efforts were crowned with 
a like success. At Aru they made inquiries for Samudra, 
a city on the north coast of the island, which seems to have 
been the special object of their mission, and found that they 
had passed it. Accordingly they retraced their course to 
Parlak, where Marco Polo had found a Muhammadan 
community a few years before, and having gained fresh 

^ Marco Polo, vol. ii. p. 284. ^ Veth (i), p. 61. 
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converts here also, they went on to Samudra. This city 
and the kingdom of the same name had lately been founded 
by a certain Mara Silu, who was persuaded by Shayl^ Isma'Il 
to embrace Islam, and took the name of al-Malik al-Salih. 
He married the daughter of the king of Parlak, by whom he 
had two sons, and in order to have a principality to leave 
to each, he founded the Muhammadan city and kingdom 
of Pasei, also on the north coast.^ 

The king, al-Malik al-^ahir, whom Ibn Batutah found 
reigning in Samudra when he visited the island in 1345, was 
probably the elder of these two sons. This prince displayed 
all the state of Muhammadan royalty, and his dominions 
extended for many days' journey along the coast; he was 
a zealous and orthodox Muslim, fond of holding discussions 
with jurisconsults and theologians, and his court was 
frequented by poets and men of learning. Ibn Batutah 
gives us the names of two jurisconsults who had come thither 
from Persia and also of a noble who had gone on an embassy 
to Dehli on behalf of the king—which shows that Sumatra 
was already in touch with several parts of the Muhammadan 
world. Al-Malik al-^ahir was also a great general, and made 
war on the heathen of the surrounding country until they 
submitted to his rule and paid tribute.^ 

Islam had undoubtedly by this time made great progress 
in Sumatra, and after having established itself along the 
coast, began to make its way inland. The mission of 
Shayl^ Isma'il and his party had borne fruit abundantly, 
for a Chinese traveller who visited the island in 1413, speaks 
of Lambri as having a population of 1000 families, all of 
whom were Muslims and very good people," while the 
king and people of the kingdom of Aru were all of the same 
faith.^ It was either about the close of the same century 
or in the fifteenth century, that the religion of the Prophet 
found adherents in the great kingdom of Menangkabau, 
whose territory at one time extended from one shore to 
another, and over a great part of the island, north and south 
of the equator.^ Though its power had by this time much 

^ Yule's Marco Polo, vol. ii. pp. 294, 303. 

^ Ibn Batutah, tome iv. pp. 230-6. ® Groeneveldt, p. 94. 

* At the height of its power, it stretched from 2® N. to 2® S. on the west 
coast, and from i® N. to 2® S. on the east coast, but in the sixteenth century 
it had lost its control over the east coast. (De Hollander, vol. i. p. 3.) 
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declined, still as an ancient stronghold of Hinduism it 
presented great obstacles in the way of the progress of the 
new religion. Despite this fact, Islam eventualty took 
firmer root among the subjects of this kingdom than among 
the majority of the inhabitants of the interior of the island.^ 
It is very remarkable that this, the most central people of 
the island, should have been more thoroughly converted 
than the inhabitants of so many other districts that were 
more accessible to foreign influences. To the present daj^ 
the inhabitants of the Batak country are still, for the 
most part, heathen; but Islam has gained a footing among 
them, e. g. some living on the borders of Atjeh have been 
converted, by their Muhammadan neighbours, ^ others 
dwelling in the mountains of the Rau country on the 
equator have likewise become Musalmans ; ^ on the east 
coast also conversions of Bataks, who come much in contact 
with Malays, are not uncommon.^ 

The fanatical Padris (p. 372) made strenuous efforts, in 
vain, to force Islam upon the Bataks at the point of the 
sword, laying waste their country and putting many to 
death; but these violent methods did not win converts. 
When, however, the Dutch Government suppressed the 
Padri rising and annexed the southern part of the Batak 
country, Islam began to spread by peaceful means, chiefl}^ 
through the zealous efforts of the native subordinate 
officials of the new regime, who were all Muhammadan 
Malays ,5 but also through the influence of the traders who 
wandered through the country, whose proselytising activity 
was followed up by the hajis and other recognised teachers 
of the faith. It is a remarkable fact that the Bataks, 
who for centuries had offered a pertinacious resistance to 
the entrance of Islam into their midst, though they were 
hemmed in between two fanatical Muhammadan populations, 
the Achinese on the north and the Malays on the south, 
have in recent years responded with enthusiasm to the 

1 Marsden, p. 343. H. Moor. (Appendix, p. i.) 

^ Marsden, p. 355. 

'* Godsdienstige verschijnselen en toestanden in Oost-Indie. (Uit de 
Koloniale Verslagen van 1886 en 1887.) Med. Ned. Zendelinggen, vol. 
xxxii. pp. 175—6. (1888.) In 1909, out of a total of 500,000 Bataks, 

300,000 were still pagan, but 125,000 were Muslim and 80,000 Christian. 
(R. du M. M., vol. viii. p. 183.) 

s J. Warneck : Die Religion der Batak, p. 122. (Leipzig, 1909.) 
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peaceful efforts made for their conversion. An explanation 
would appear to be found in the breaking down of their 
exclusive national characteristics through the Dutch occupa¬ 
tion and the conquest opening up their country to foreign 
influences, which implied the commencement of a new era 
in their cultural development, as well as in the skilful 
procedure of the exponents of the new faith, who knew how 
to accommodate their teachings to the existing beliefs of 
the Bataks and their deep-rooted superstitions.^ A con¬ 
siderable impulse seems to have been given to Muslim 
propaganda by the establishment of Christian missions 
among the Bataks in 1897, and they appear even to have 
paved the way for its success. Two Batak villages, the 
entire population of which had been baptised, are said to 
have gone over in a body to Islam shortly afterwards.^ 

In Central Sumatra there is still a large heathen popula¬ 
tion, though the majority of the inhabitants are Muslims; 
but these latter are very ignorant of their religion, with 
the exception of a few hajis and religious teachers : even 
among the people of Korintji, who are for the most part 
zealous adherents of the faith, there are certain sections 
of the population who still worship the gods of their pagan 
ancestors.^ Efforts are, however, being made towards a 
religious revival, and the Muslim missionaries are making 
fresh conquests from among the heathen, especially along 
the west coast.^ In the district of Sipirok a religious 
teacher attached to the mosque in the town of the same 
name, in a quarter of a century, converted the whole 
population of this district to Islam, with the exception of the 
Christians who were to be found there, mostly descendants 
of former slaves,^ and a later missionary movement in the 
first decade of the twentieth century succeeded in winning 
over to Islam many of the Christians of this district, even 


^ G. R. Simon : Die Propaganda des Halbmondes. Ein Beitrag zur 
Skizzierung des Islam unter den Batakken, pp. 425, 429-430. (Allgemeine 
Missions-Zeitschrift, vol. xxvii. 1900.) 

2 R. du M. M,, vol. viii. (1909), p. 183. 

® A. L. van Hassalt, pp. 55, 68. 

* Med. Ned. Zendelinggen, id. p. 173. (Koloniaal Verslag van 1911, 
p. 26; 1912, p. 17.) 

^ Uit het Koloniaal Verslag van 1889. (Med. Ned. Zendelinggen, 
vol. xxxiv. p. 168.) (1890.) 
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some living in the centre of the sphere of influence of the 
Christian mission.^ 

Islam is traditionally represented to have been introduced 
into Palembang about 1440 by Raden Rahmat, of whose 
propagandist activity an account will be given below 
(P- 381). But Hindu influences appear to have been 
firmly rooted here, and the progress of the new faith was 
slow. Even up to the nineteenth century the Muslims of 
Palembang were said to know little of their religion except 
the external observances of it, with the exception of the 
inhabitants of the capital who come into daily contact with 
Arabs; ^ but in the first decade of the twentieth century 
there would appear to have been a revival of the religious 
life and a growing propaganda, as the Colonial Reports of 
the Dutch Government draw attention to the continual 
spread of Islam among the heathen population of various 
districts of Palembang.^ 

It was from Java that Islam was first brought into the 
Lampong districts which form the southern extremity of 
Sumatra, by a chieftain of these districts, named Minak 
Kamala Bumi. About the end of the fifteenth century 
he crossed over the Strait of Sunda to the kingdom of 
Bantam on the west coast of Java, which had accepted the 
teachings of the Muslim missionaries a few years before the 
date of his visit; here he, too, embraced Islam, and after 
making the pilgrimage to Mecca, spread the knowledge of 
his newly adopted faith among his fellow-countrymen.^ 
This religion has made considerable progress among the 
Lampongs, and most of the villages have mosques in them, 
but the old superstitions still linger on in parts of the 
interior.^ 

In the early part of the nineteenth century a religious 
revival was set on foot in Sumatra, which was not without 
its influence in promoting the further propagation of Islam. 
In 1803 three Sumatran hajis returned from Mecca to their 
native country : during their stay in the holy city they had 

^ Koloniaal Verslag van 1910, p. 30. 

^ De Hollander, vol. i. p. 703. 

3 Koloniaal Verslag van 1904, p. 80; 1905, p. 46; 1909, p, 47; 1910, p. 33; 
1911, p. 29; 1912, p. 21. 

* Canne, p. 510. Marsden, p. 301. 
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been profoundly influenced by the Wahhabi movement for 
the reformation of Islam, and were now eager to introduce 
the same reforms among their fellow-countrymen and to 
stir up in them a purer and more zealous religious life. 
Accordingly they began to preach the strict monotheism 
of the Wahhabi sect, forbade prayers to saints, drinking and 
gambling and all other practices contrary to the law of the 
Qur’an. They made a number of proselytes both from 
among their co-religionists and the heathen population. 
They later declared a Jihad against the Bataks, and in the 
hands of unscrupulous and ambitious men the movement 
lost its original character and degenerated into a savage and 
bloody war of conquest. In 1821 these so-called Padris 
came into conflict with the Dutch Government and it was 
not until 1838 that their last stronghold was taken and 
their power broken.^ 

All the civilised Malays of the Malay Peninsula trace their 
origin to migrations from Sumatra, especially from Menang- 
kabau, the famous kingdom mentioned above, which is 
said at one time to have been the most powerful on the 
island ; some of the chiefs of the interior states of the southern 
part of the Malay Peninsula still receive their investiture 
from this place. At what period these colonies from the 
heart of Sumatra settled in the interior of the Peninsula, 
is matter of conjecture, but Singapore and the southern 
extremity of the Peninsula seem to have received a colony 
in the middle of the twelfth century, by the descendants 
of which Malacca was founded about a century later.^ 
From its advantageous situation, in the highway of eastern 
commerce it soon became a large and flourishing city, and 
there is little doubt but that Islam was introduced by the 
Muhammadan merchants who settled here.^ The Malay 
chronicle of Malacca assigns the conversion of this kingdom 
to the reign of a certain Sultan Muhammad Shah who came 
to the throne in 1276. He is said to have been reigning 

^ Niemann, pp. 356-9. ^ J. H. Moor, p. 255. 

® “ Depois que estes de induzidos por os Mouros Parseos, e Guzarates 
(que alii vieram residir por causa do commercio), de Gentios os converteram 
a secta de Mahamed. Da qual conversao por alii concorrerem varias 
na96es, come^ou laurar esta inferna peste pela virzinhan9a de Malaca." 
(De Barros, Dec. ii. Liv. vi. cap. i. p. 15.) 
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some years before a ship commanded by SidI ‘Abd al-'Aziz 
came to Malacca from Jiddah, and the king was persuaded 
by the new-comers to change his faith and to give up his 
Malay name for one containing the name of the Prophet.^ 
But the general character of this document makes its 
trustworthiness exceedingly doubtful,^ in spite of the 
likelihood that the date of so important an event would 
have been exactly noted (as was done in many parts of the 
Archipelago) by a people who, proud of the event, would 
look upon it as opening a new epoch in their history. A 
Portuguese historian gives a much later date, namely 1384, 
in which year, he says, a Qadi came from Arabia and having 
converted the king, gave him the name of Muhammad 
after the Prophet, adding Shah to it.^ 

In the annals of Queda, one of the northernmost of the 
states of the Malay Peninsula, we have a curious account 
of the introduction of Islam into this kingdom, about 
A.D. 1501,^ which (divested of certain miraculous incidents) 
is as follows : A learned Arab, by name ShayHi 'Abd Allah, 
having come to Queda, visited the Raja and inquired what 
was the religion of the country. My religion,'' replied 
the Raja, and that of all my subjects is that which has 
been handed down to us by the people of old. We all 
worship idols." “ Then has your highness never heard of 
Islam, and of the Qur'an which descended from God to 
Muhammad, and has superseded all other religions, leaving 
them in the possession of the devil ? " ''I pray you then, 

if this be true," said the Raja, " to instruct and enlighten 
us in this new faith." In a transport of holy fervour at 
this request, Shaykh 'Abd Allah embraced the Raja and 
then instructed him in the creed. Persuaded by his teach¬ 
ing, the Raja sent for all his jars of spirits (to which he was 
much addicted), and with his own hands emptied them on 
the ground. After this he had all the idols of the palace 
brought out; the idols of gold, and silver, and clay, and 


1 Aristide Marre : Malaka. Histoire des rois malays de Malaka^. Traduit 
et extrait du Livre des Annales malayses, intitule en arabe belalet a 

Selatyn, p. 8. {Paris, 1874.) ^ . 

2 Crawfurd (i). pp. 241-2. « De Barros, Dec. iv. Liv in cap. i. 

* Barbosa, uTiting in 1516, speaks of the numerous Muhammadan 
merchants that frequented the port of Queda. (Ramusio, tom. 1. p. 317-) 
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wood were all heaped up in his presence, and were all 
broken and cut to pieces by ShayHi ‘Abd Allah with his 
sword and wth an axe, and the fragments consumed in 
the fire. The Shayl^ asked the Raja to assemble all his 
women of the fort and palace. When they had all come 
into the presence of the Raja and the Shayl^, they were 
initiated into the doctrines of Islam. The Shayj^ was mild 
and courteous in his demeanour, persuasive and soft in his 
language, so that he gained the hearts of the inmates of the 
palace. The Raja soon after sent for his four aged ministers, 
who, on entering the hall, were surprised at seeing a Shayl^ 
seated near the Raja. The Raja explained to them the 
object of the Shayl^’s coming; whereupon the four chiefs 
expressed their readiness to follow the example of his high¬ 
ness, saying, " We hope that ShayHi ‘Abd Allah will instruct 
us also.” The latter hearing these words, embraced the 
four ministers and said that he hoped that, to prove their 
sincerity, they would send for all the people to come to 
the audience hall, bringing with them all the idols that they 
were wont to worship and the idols that had been handed 
down by the men of former days. The request was 
complied with and all the idols kept by the people 
were at that very time brought down and there destroyed 
and burnt to dust; no one was sorry at this demolition 
of their false gods, all were glad to enter the pale of Islam. 
ShayHi ‘Abd Allah after this said to the four ministers, 
‘‘ What is the name of your prince ? ” They replied, ‘‘ His 
name is Pra Ong Mahawangsa.” “ Let us change it for 
one in the language of Islam,” said the Shayl*. After 
some consultation, the name of the Raja was changed at 
his request to Sultan Muzlaf al-Shah, because, the Shay]^ 
averred, it is a celebrated name and is found in the Qur’an.^ 

The Raja now built mosques wherever the population 
was considerable, and directed that to each there should be 
attached forty-four of the inhabitants at least as a settled 
congregation, for a smaller number would have been few for 
the duties of religion. So mosques were erected and great 

1 The form does not actually occur in the Qur’an; reference is 

probably made to some such passage as xxvi. 90 : t 

" And paradise shall be brought near the pious.” 


ISLAM IN THE MALAY ARCHIPELAGO 375 


drums were attached to them to be beaten to call the people 
to prayer on Fridays. Shayl^ 'Abd Allah continued for 
some time to instruct the people in the religion of Islam; 
they flocked to him from aU the coasts and districts of 
Queda and its vicinity, and were initiated by him into its 
forms and ceremonies. 

The news of the conversion of the inhabitants of Queda 
by ShaylA 'Abd Allah reached Atjeh, and the Sultan of 
that country and a certain ShayHi Nur al-Din, an Arab 
missionary, who had come from Mecca, sent some books 
and a letter, which ran as follows :—This letter is from 
the Sultan of Atjeh and Nur al-Din to our brother the 
Sultan of Queda and ShayHi 'Abd Allah of Yaman, now in 
Queda. We have sent two religious books, in order that 
the faith of Islam may be firmly established and the people 
fully instructed in their duties and in the rites of the faith.” 
A letter was sent in reply by the Raja and ShayMi ‘Abd 
Allah, thanking the donors. So ShayHi 'Abd Allah re¬ 
doubled his efforts, and erected additional small mosques in 
all the different villages for general convenience, and in¬ 
structed the people in all the rules and observances of the 
faith. The Raja and his wife were constantly with the 
Shaya, learning to read the Qur an. The royal pair searched 
also for some maiden of the lineage of the Rajas of the 
country, to be the Shaykh^s wife. But no one could be 
found who was willing to give his daughter thus in marriage 
because the holy man was about to return to Bagdad, 
and only waited until he had sufficiently instructed some 
person to supply his place. Now at this time the Sultan 
had three sons. Raja Mu'azzam Shah, Raja Muhammad 
Shah, and Raja Sulayman Shah. These names had been 
borrowed from the Qur'an by Shayl^ Abd Allah and 
bestowed upon the princes, whom he exhorted to be 
patient and slow to anger in their intercourse with their 
slaves and the lower orders, and to regard with pity all 
the servants of God, and the poor and needy.^ 

It must not be supposed that the labours of Shayl^ Abd 
Allah were crowned with complete success, for we learn 

1 A translation of the Keddah Annals, by Lieut.-Col, James Low, vol. iii. 
PP- 474 - 7 * 
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from the annals of Atjeh that a Sultan of this country who 
conquered Queda in 1649, set himself to ‘‘ more firmly 
establish the faith and destroy the houses of the Liar or 
temples of idols.^ Thus a century and a half elapsed before 
idolatry was completely rooted out. 

We possess no other details of the history of the conversion 
of the Malays of the Peninsula, but in many places the graves 
of the Arab missionaries who first preached the faith to 
them are honoured by these people.^ Their long intercourse 
with the Arabs and the Muslims of the east coast of India 
has made them very rigid observers of their religious duties, 
and they have the reputation of being the most exemplary 
Muhammadans of the Archipelago ; at the same time their 
constant contact with the Hindus, Buddhists, Christians 
and pagans of their own country has made them liberal 
and tolerant. They are very strict in the keeping of the 
fast of Ramadan and in performing the pilgrimage to Mecca. 
The religious interests of the people are always considered 
at the same time as their temporal welfare; and when a 
village is found to contain more than forty houses and is 
considered to be of a size that necessitates its organisation 
and the appointment of the regular village officers, a public 
preacher is always included among the number and a mosque 
is formally built and instituted.^ 

In the north, where the Malay states border on Siam, 
Islam has exercised considerable influence on the Siamese 
Buddhists; those who have here been converted are called 
Samsams and speak a language that is a mixed jargon of 
the languages of the two people.^ Converts are also made 
from among the wild tribes of the Peninsula.^ 

The history of the spread of Islam in Indo-China is 
obscure; Arab and Persian merchants probably introduced 
their religion into the sea-port towns from the tenth 
century onwards, but its most important expansion was 
due to the immigrations of Malays which began at the close 
of the fourteenth century.® 

^ A translation of the Keddah Annals, by Lieut.-Col. James Low, vol. iii. 
p. 480. 

^ Newbold, vol. i. p. 252. * McNair, pp. 226-9. 

* J. H. Moor, p. 242. ® Newbold, vol. ii. pp. 106, 396. 

® R. du M. M., tome ii (1907), pp. 137-8. 
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We must now go back several centuries in order to follow 
out the history of the conversion of Java. The preaching 
and promulgation of the doctrines of Islam in this island 
were undoubtedly for a long time entirely the result of the 
labours of individual merchants or of the leaders of small 
colonies, for in Java there was no central Muhammadan 
power to throw in its influence on the side of the new 
religion or enforce the acceptance of it by warlike means. 
On the contrary, the Muslim missionaries came in contact 
with a Hindu civilisation, that had thrust its roots deep 
into the life of the country and had raised the Javanese 
to a high level of culture and progress — expressing itself 
moreover in institutions and laws radically different to 
those of Arabia. Even up to the present day, the Mu¬ 
hammadan law has failed to establish itself absolutely, 
even where the authority of Islam is generally predominant, 
and there is still a constant struggle between the adherents 
of the old Malayan usages and the Hajis, who having made 
the pilgrimage to Mecca, return enthusiastic for a strict 
observance of Muslim Law. Consequently the work of 
conversion must have proceeded very slowly, and we can 
say with tolerable certainty that while part of the history 
of this proselytising movement may be disentangled from 
legends and traditions, much of it must remain wholly 
unknown to us. In the Malay Chronicle, which purports 
to give us an account of the first preachers of the faith, 
what was undoubtedly the work of many generations and 
must have been carried on through many centuries, is 
compressed within the compass of a few years; and, as 
frequently happens in popular histories, a few well-known 
names gain the fame and credit that belongs of right to the 
patient labours of their unknown predecessors.^ Further, 
the quiet, unobtrusive labours of many of these missionaries 
would not be likely to attract the notice of the chronicler, 
whose attention would naturally be fixed rather on the 
doings of kings and princes, and of those who came in close 
relationship to them. But failing such larger knowledge, 
we must fain be content with the facts that have been 
handed down to us. 

1 Snouck Hurgronje (i), p. 9 - 
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In the following pages, therefore, it is proposed to give 
a brief sketch of the establishment of the Muhammadan 
religion in this island, as presented in the native chronicle, 
which, though full of contradictions and fables, has un¬ 
doubtedly a historical foundation, as is attested by the 
inscriptions on the tombs of the chief personages mentioned 
and the remains of ancient cities, etc. The following 
account therefore may, in the want of any other authorities, 
be accepted as substantially correct, with the caution above 
mentioned against ascribing too much efficacy to the 
proselytising efforts of individuals. 

The first attempt to introduce Islam into Java was made 
by a native of the island about the close of the twelfth 
century. The first king of Pajajaran, a state in the western 
part of the island, left two sons; of these, the elder chose to 
follow the profession of a merchant and undertook a trading 
expedition to India, leaving the kingdom to his younger 
brother, who succeeded to the throne in the year 1190 with 
the title of Prabu Munding Sari. In the course of his 
wanderings, the elder brother fell in with some Arab 
merchants, and was by them converted to Islam, taking the 
name of Haji Purwa. 

On his return to his native country, he tried with the help 
of an Arab missionary to convert his brother and the royal 
family to his new faith; but, his efforts proving unsuccessful, 
he fled into the jungle for fear of the king and his unbelieving 
subjects, and we hear no more of him.^ 

In the latter half of the fourteenth century, a missionary 
movement, which was attended with greater success, was 
instituted by a certain Mawlana Malik Ibrahim, who landed 
on the east coast of Java with some of his co-religionists, 
and established himself near the town of Gresik, opposite 
the island of Madura. He is said to have traced his descent 
to Zayn al-'Abidm, a great-grandson of the Prophet, and 
to have been cousin of the Raja of Chermen.^ Here he 
occupied himself successfully in the work of conversion, and 
speedily gathered a small band of believers around him. 

^ Veth (3), vol. i. p. 215. Raffles (ed. of 1830), vol. ii. pp. 103, 104, 183. 

2 The situation of Chermen is not certain. Veth (3), vol. i. p. 230, 
conjectures that it may have been in India, but Rouhaer (p. 115”) gives 
good reasons for placing it in Sumatra. 
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Later on, he was joined by his cousin, the Raja of Chermen, 
who came in the hope of converting the Raja of the Hindu 
Kingdom of Majapahit, and of forming an alliance with him 
by offering his daughter in marriage. On his arrival he 
sent his son, Sadiq Muhammad, to Majapahit to arrange an 
interview, while he busied himself in the building of a 
mosque and the conversion of the inhabitants. A meeting 
of the two princes took place accordingly, but before the 
favourable impression then produced could be followed up, 
a sickness broke out among the people of the Raja of Cher¬ 
men, which carried off his daughter, three of his nephews 
who had accompanied him, and a great part of his retinue ; 
whereupon he himself returned to his own kingdom. These 
misfortunes prejudiced the mind of the Raja of Majapahit 
against the new faith, which he said should have better 
protected its votaries : and the mission accordingly failed. 
Mawlana Ibrahim, however, remained behind, in charge of 
the tombs ^ of his kinsfolk and co-religionists, and himself 
died twenty-one years later, in 1419, and was buried at 
Gresik, where his tomb is still venerated as that of the first 
apostle of Islam to Java. 

A Chinese Musalman, who accompanied the envoy of the 
Emperor of China to Java in the capacity of interpreter, 
six years before the death of Mawlana Ibrahim, i, e. in 1413, 
mentions the presence of his co-religionists in this island in 
his General Account of the Shores of the Ocean,^^ where 
he says, In this country there are three kinds of people. 
First the Muhammadans, who have come from the west, 
and have established themselves here; their dress and food 
is clean and proper; second, the Chinese who have run 
away and settled here; what they eat and use is also very 
fine, and many of them have adopted the Muhammadan 
religion and observe its precepts. The third kind are the 
natives, who are very ugly and uncouth, they go about 
with uncombed heads and naked feet, and believe devoutly 
in devils, theirs being one of the countries called devil- 
countries in Buddhist books.'’ ^ 

1 A description of the present condition of these tombs, on one of which 
traces of an inscription in Arabic characters are still visible, is given by 
J. F. G. Brumund, p. 185. 

2 Groeneveldt, pp. vii. 49-50- 
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We now approach the period in which the rule of the 
Muhammadans became predominant in the island, after 
their religion had been introduced into it for nearly a 
century; and here it will be necessary to enter a little more 
closely into the details of the history in order to show that 
this was not the result of any fanatical movement stirred 
up by the Arabs, but rather of a revolution carried out by 
the natives of the country themselves,^ who (though they 
naturally gained strength from the bond of a common 
faith) were stirred up to unite in order to wrest the supreme 
power from the hands of their heathen fellow-countrymen, 
not by the preaching of a religious war, but through the 
exhortations of an ambitious aspirant to the throne who 
had a wrong to avenge.^ 

The political condition of the island may be described as 
follow's ;—The central and eastern provinces of the island, 
which were the most wealthy and populous and the furthest 
advanced in civilisation, were under the sway of the Hindu 
kingdom of Majapahit. Further west were Cheribon and 
several other petty, independent princedoms; while the rest 
of the island, including all the districts at its western 
extremity, was subject to the King of Pajajaran. 

The King of Majapahit had married a daughter of the 
prince of Champa, a small state in Cambodia, east of the 
Gulf of Siam.® She being jealous of a favourite concubine 
of the King, he sent this concubine away to his son Arya 
Damar, governor of Palembang in Sumatra, where she gave 
birth to a son, Raden Patah, who was brought up as one 
of the governor’s own children. This child (as we shall see) 
was destined in after years to work a terrible vengeance 
for the cruel treatment of his mother. Another daughter 
of the prince of Champa had married an Arab who had 
come to Champa to preach the faith of Islam.^ From this 
union was born Raden Rahmat, who was carefully brought 
up by his father in the Muhammadan religion and is still 

^ Kern, p. 21. 

2 Veth (3), vol. i. pp. 233-42. Raffles, vol. ii. pp. 113-33-. 

^ Rouffaer, however, places this Champa, not in Cambodia, but on the 
north coast of Atjeh and identifies it with the modern Djeumpa. (Encyclo- 
paedie van N.-I., vol. iv. p. 206.) 

* Remains of minarets and Muhammadan tombs are still to be found 
in Champa. (Bastian, vol. i. pp. 498-9-) 
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venerated by the Javanese as the chief apostle of Islam to 
their country.^ 

When he reached the age of twenty, his parents sent him 
with letters and presents to his uncle, the King of Majapahit. 
On his way, he stayed for two months at Palembang, as 
the guest of Arya Damar, whom he almost persuaded to 
become a Musalman, only he dared not openly profess Islam 
for fear of the people who were strongly attached to 
their ancient superstitions. Continuing his journey Raden 
Rahmat came to Gresik, where an Arab missionary, Shaykh 
Mawlana Jumada ' 1 -Kubra, hailed him as the promised 
Apostle of Islam to East Java, and foretold that the fall 
of paganism was at hand, and that his labours would 
be crowned by the conversion of many to the faith. 
At Majapahit he was very kindly received by the King 
and the princess of Chamba. Although the King was 
unwilling himself to become a convert to Islam, yet he con¬ 
ceived such an attachment and respect for Raden Rahmat, 
that he made him governor over 3000 families’ at Ampel, 
on the east coast, a little south of Gresik, allowed him the 
free exercise of his religion and gave him permission to 
make converts. Here after some time he gained over most 
of those placed under him, to Islam. 

Ampel was now the chief seat of Islam in Java, and the 
fame of the ruler who was so zealously working for the 
propagation of his religion, spread far and wide. Hereupon 


^ This genealogical table will make clear these relationships, as well as 
others referred to later in the text:— 

King of Champa. 


a daughter a daughter = an Arab missionary 
named 

A concubine = Angka Wijaya = Darawati 
king of Majapahit | 


Arya Damar 
Raden Husayn 


Raden Rahmat. 


a daughter = Raden 
Paku 


Raden Patah = a daughter 
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a certain Mawlana Ishaq came to Ampel to assist him in 
the work of conversion, and was assigned the task of spread¬ 
ing the faith in the kingdom of Balambangan, in the 
extreme eastern extremity of the island. Here he cured the 
daughter of the King, who was grievously sick, and the 
grateful father gave her to him in marriage. She ardently 
embraced the faith of Islam and her father allowed himself 
to receive instruction in the same, but when the Mawlana 
urged him to openly profess it, as he had promised to do, 
if his daughter were cured, he drove him from his kingdom, 
and gave orders that the child that was soon to be born of 
his daughter, should be killed. But the mother secretly 
sent the infant away to Gresik to a rich Muhammadan 
widow ^ who brought him up with all a mother's care and 
educated him until he was twelve years old, when she en¬ 
trusted him to Raden Rahmat. He, after learning the 
history of the child, gave him the name of Raden Paku, and 
in course of time gave him also his daughter in marriage. 
Raden Paku afterwards built a mosque at Giri, to the 
south-west of Gresik, where he converted thousands to 
the faith; his influence became so great, that after the 
death of Raden Rahmat, the King of Majapahit made him 
governor of Ampel and Gresik.^ Meanwhile several missions 
were instituted from Gresik. Two sons of Raden Rahmat 
established themselves at different parts of the north-east 
coast and made themselves famous by their religious zeal 
and the conversion of many of the inhabitants of those parts. 
Raden Rahmat also sent a missionary, by name Shaykh 
Idialifah Husayn, across to the neighbouring island of 
Madura, where he built a mosque and won over many to 
the faith. 

We must now return to Arya Damar, the governor of 
Palembang. (See p. 380.) He appears to have brought 
up his children in the religion which he himself feared openly 
to profess, and he now sent Raden Patah, when he had 
reached the age of twenty, together with his foster-brother, 
Raden Husayn, who was two years younger, to Java, where 

^ The memory of this woman is held in great honour by the Javanese, 
and many come to pray by her grave. See Brumund, p. i86. 

2 Veth (3), vol. i. pp. 235-6. 
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they landed at Gresik. Raden Patah, aware of his extrac¬ 
tion and enraged at the cruel treatment his mother 
had received, refused to accompany his foster-brother to 
Majapahit, but stayed with Raden Rahmat at Ampel while 
Raden Husayn went on to the capital, where he was well 
received and placed in charge of a district and afterwards 
made general of the army. 

Meanwhile Raden Patah married a granddaughter of 
Raden Rahmat, and formed an establishment in a place 
of great natural strength called Bintara, in the centre of 
a marshy country, to the west of Gresik. As soon as the 
King of Majapahit heard of this new settlement, he sent 
Raden Husayn to persuade his brother to come to the 
capital and pay homage. This Raden Husayn prevailed 
upon him to do, and he went to the court, where his likeness 
to the king was at once recognised, and where he was kindly 
received and formally appointed governor of Bintara. 
Still burning for revenge and bent on the destruction of his 
father's kingdom, he returned to Ampel, where he revealed 
his plans to Raden Rahmat. The latter endeavoured to 
moderate his anger, reminding him that he had never re¬ 
ceived anything but kindness at the hands of the king of 
Majapahit, his father, and that while the prince was so 
just and so beloved, his religion forbade him to make war 
upon or in any way to injure him. However, unpersuaded 
by these exhortations (as the sequel shows), Raden Patah 
returned to Bintara, which was now daily increasing in 
importance and population, while great numbers of people 
in the surrounding country were being converted to Islam. 
He had formed a plan of building a great mosque, but 
shortly after the work had been commenced, news arrived 
of the severe illness of Raden Rahmat. He hastened to 
Ampel, where he found the chief missionaries of Islam 
gathered round the bed of him they looked upon as their 
leader. Among them were the two sons of Raden Rahmat 
mentioned above (p. 382), Raden Paku of Giri, and five 
others. A few days afterwards Raden Rahmat breathed 
his last, and the only remaining obstacle to Raden Patah s 
revengeful schemes was thus removed. The eight chiefs 
accompanied him back to Bintara, where they assisted in 


384 


THE PREACHING OF ISLAM 


the completion of the mosque/ and bound themselves by 
a solemn oath to assist him in his attempt against Majapahit. 
All the Muhammadan princes joined this confederacy, with 
the exception of Raden Husayn, who with all his followers 
remained true to his master, and refused to throw in his 
lot with his rebellious co-religionists. 

A lengthy campaign followed, into the details of which we 
need not enter, but in 1478,^ after a desperate battle which 
lasted seven days, Majapahit fell and the Hindu supremacy 
in eastern Java was replaced by a Muhammadan power. 
A short time after, Raden Husayn was besieged with his 
followers in a fortified place, compelled to surrender and 
brought to Ampel, where he was kindly received by his 
brother. A large number of those who remained faithful 
to the old Hindu religion fled in 1481 to the island of Bali, 
where the worship of Siva is still the prevailing religion.^ 
Others seem to have formed small kingdoms, under the 
leadership of princes of the house of Majapahit, which re¬ 
mained heathen for some time after the fall of the great 
Hindu capital. 

Even under Muslim chiefs the population of central 
Java long remained heathen, and the progress of Islam 
southward from the early centres of missionary effort on 
the north coast was the work of centuries; even to the 
present day the influence of their old Hindu faith is strikingly 

^ This mosque is still standing and is looked upon by the Javanese as 
one of the most sacred objects in their island. 

^ There seems little doubt that this date is too early. A study of the 
Portuguese authorities points to the conclusion that Majapahit did not 
fall until forty years later. (Rouffaer, p. 144.) 

^ The people of the Bali to the present day have resisted the most 
zealous efforts of the Muhammadans to induce them to accept the faith 
of Islam, though from time to time conversions have been made and a 
small native Muhammadan community has been formed, numbering 
about 3000 souls out of a population of over 862,000. The favour¬ 
able situation of the island for purposes of trade has always attracted a 
number of foreigners to its shores, who have in many cases taken up 
a permanent residence in the island. While some of these settlers have 
always held themselves aloof from the natives of the country, others have 
formed matrimonial alliances with them and have consequently become 
merged into the mass of the population. It is owing to the efforts of 
the latter that Islam has made this very slow but sure progress, and the 
Muhammadans of BaU are said to form an energetic and flourishing com¬ 
munity, full of zeal for the promotion of their faith, which at least impresses 
their pagan neighbours, though not successful in persuading them to 
deny their favourite food of swine's flesh for the sake of the worship of 
Allah. (Liefrinck, pp. 241-3.) 
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manifest in the religious notions of the Muslim population 
of central Java. One remarkable evidence of the deep 
roots that Hinduism had struck in this part of the island 
is the fact that it was not until 1768 that the authority of 
the Hindu law-books, particularly the code of Manu, gave 
way before a code of laws more in accordance with the 
spirit of Muslim legislation.^ 

Islam was introduced into the eastern parts of the island 
some years later, probably in the beginning of the following 
century, through the missionary activity of Shayl^ Niir 
al-Din Ibrahim of Cheribon. He won for himself a great 
reputation by curing a woman afflicted with leprosy, with 
the result that thousands came to him to be instructed in 
the tenets of the new faith. At first the neighbouring chiefs 
tried to set themselves against the movement, but finding 
that their opposition was of no avail, they suffered them¬ 
selves to be carried along with the tide and many of them 
became converts to Islam.^ Shaykh Nur al-Din Ibrahim 
of Cheribon sent his son, Mawlana Hasan al-Din, to preach 
the faith of Islam in Bantam, the most westerly province 
of the island, and a dependency of the heathen kingdom of 
Pajajaran. Here his efforts were attended with considerable 
success, among the converts being a body of ascetics, 800 
in number. It is especially mentioned in the annals of this 
part of the country that the young prince won over those 
whom he converted to Islam, solely by the gentle means 
of persuasion, and not by the sword.^ He afterwards went 
with his father on a pilgrimage to Mecca, and on his return 
extended his power over the neighbouring coast of Sumatra, 
without ever having to draw the sword, and winning 
converts to the faith by peaceful methods alone. 

But the progress of Islam in the west of Java seems to 
have been much slower than in the east; a long struggle 
ensued between the worshippers of Siva and the followers 
of the Prophet, and it was probably not until the middle 
of the sixteenth century that the Hindu kingdom of 
Pajajaran, which at one period of the history of Java seems 

^ Encyclopaedie van N.-I., vol. ii. p. 523. 

^ Veth (3), vol. i. pp. 245, 284. 

^ Raffles, vol. ii. p. 316. * Veth (3), vol. 1. pp. 285-6. 
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to have exercised suzerainty over the princedoms in the 
western part of the island, came to an end,^ while other 
smaller heathen communities survived to a much later 
period,2 —some even to the present day. The history of 
one of these—the so-called Baduwis—is of especial interest; 
they are the descendants of the adherents of the old religion, 
who after the fall of Pajajaran fled into the woods and the 
recesses of the mountains, where they might uninterruptedly 
carry out the observances of their ancestral faith. In later 
times, when they submitted to the rule of the Musalman 
Sultan of Bantam, they were allowed to continue in the 
exercise of their religion, on condition that no increase 
should be allowed in the numbers of those who professed 
this idolatrous faith; ^ and strange to say, they stiU observe 
this custom, although the Dutch rule has been so long 
established in Java and sets them free from the necessity 
of obedience to this ancient agreement. They strictly 
limit their number to forty households, and when the 
community increases beyond this limit, one family or more 
has to leave this inner circle and settle among the Mu¬ 
hammadan population in one of the surrounding villages.^ 

But, though the work of conversion in the west of Java 
proceeded more slowly than in the other parts of the island, 
yet, owing largely to the fact that Hinduism had not taken 
such deep root among the people here as in the centre of 
the island, the victory of Islam over the heathen worship 
which it supplanted was more complete than in the districts 
which came more immediately under the rule of the Rajas 
of Majapahit. The Muhammadan law is here a living 
force and the civilisation brought into the country from 
Arabia has interwoven itself with the government and the 
life of the people; and it has been remarked that at the 
present day the Muhammadans of the west of Java, who 
study their religion at all or have performed the pilgrim¬ 
age to Mecca, form as a rule the most intelligent and 
prosperous part of the population.^ 

1 Veth (3), vol. i. pp. 305, 318-9. 

^ A traveller in Java in 1596 mentions two or three heathen kingdoms 
with a large heathen population. (Niemann, p. 342.) 

® Raffles, vol. ii. pp. 132-3. * Metzger, p. 279. 

^ L. W. C. van den Berg (i), pp. 35-6. C. Poensen, pp. 3-8. 
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We have already seen that large sections of the Javanese 
remained heathen for centuries after the establishment of 
Muhammadan kingdoms in the island; at the present day 
the whole population of Java, with some trifling exceptions, 
is Muhammadan, and though many superstitions and 
customs have survived among them from the days of 
their pagan ancestors, still the tendency is continually in 
the direction of the guidance of thought and conduct in 
accordance with the teaching of Islam. This long work of 
conversion has proceeded peacefully and gradually, and the 
growth of Muslim states in this island belongs rather to 
its political than to its religious history, since the progress 
of the religion has been achieved by the work rather of 
missionaries than of princes. 

While the Musalmans of Java were plotting against the 
Hindu Government and taking the rule of the country into 
their own hands by force, a revolution of a wholly peaceful 
character was being carried on in other parts of the Archi¬ 
pelago through the preaching of the Muslim missionaries 
who were slowly but surely achieving success in their 
proselytising efforts. Let us first turn our attention to 
the history of this propagandist movement in the Molucca 
islands. 

The trade in cloves must have brought the Moluccas into 
contact with the islanders of the western half of the Archi¬ 
pelago from very early times, and the converted Javanese 
and other Malays who came into these islands to trade, 
i spread their faith among the inhabitants of the coast.^ 
The companions of Magellan brought back a curious story 
of the way in which these men introduced their religious 
1 doctrines among the Muluccans. The kings of these 
islands ^ a few years before the arrival of the Spaniards 

^ De Barros, Dec. iii. Liv. v. Cap. v. pp. 579-80. Argensola, p. ii B. 

2 At this period, the Moluccas were for the most part under the rule of 
four princes, viz. those of Ternate, Tidor, Gilolo and Batjan. The f^^st 
was by far the most powerful : his territory extended over Ternate and 
the neighbouring small islands, a portion of Halemahera, a consid^able 
part of Celebes, Amboina and the Banda islands. The Sultan of Tidor 
ruled over Tidor and some small neighbouring islands, a portion of Halema- 
ihera, the islands lying between it and New Guinea, together with the 
•west coast of the latter and a part of Ceram. The territory of the Sultan 
j of Gilolo seems to have been confined to the central part of Halemahera 
and to a part of the north coast of Ceram; while the Sultan of Batjan 
I ruled chiefly over the Batjan and Obi groups. (De Hollander, vol. 1. p. 5.) 
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began to believe in the immortality of the soul, induced by 
no other argument but that they had seen a very beautiful 
little bird, that never settled on the earth nor on anything 
that was of the earth, and the Mahometans, who traded as 
merchants in those islands, told them that this little bird 
was born in paradise, and that paradise is the place where 
rest the souls of those that are dead. And for this reason 
these seignors joined the sect of Mahomet, because it 
promises many marvellous things of this place of the souls.'' ^ 
Islam seems first to have begun to make progress here 
in the fifteenth century. A heathen king of Tidor yielded 
to the persuasions of an Arab, named Shaykh Mansur, and 
embraced Islam together with many of his subjects. The 
heathen name of the king, Tjireli Lijatu, was changed to 
that of Jamal al-Dln, while his eldest son was called Mansur , 
after their Arab teacher.^ It was the latter prince who ' 
entertained the Spanish expedition that reached Tidor in 
1521, shortly after the ill-fated death of Magellan. Piga- 
fetta, the historian of this expedition, calls him Raia j 
Sultan Mauzor, and says that he was more than fifty-five i 
years old, and that not fifty years had passed since the | 
Muhammadans came to live in these islands.^ i 

Islam seems to have gained a footing on the neighbouring | 
island of Ternate a little earlier. The Portuguese, who came I 
to this island the same year as the Spaniards reached Tidor, 
were informed by the inhabitants that it had been intro- i 
duced a little more than eighty years.^ I 

According to the Portuguese account ^ also the Sultan of j 
Ternate was the first of the Muluccan chieftains who became fj 
a Muslim. The legend of the introduction of Islam into I 
this island tells how a merchant, named Datu Mulla Husayn, i 
excited the curiosity of the people by reading the Qur'an ]i 
aloud in their presence; they tried to imitate the characters I 
written in the book, but could not read them, so they asked 
the merchant how it was that he could read them, while I 

^ Massimiliano Transilvano. (Ramusio, tom. i. p. 351 D.) ; 

2 P. J. B. C. Robide van der Aa, p. 18. ‘| 

^ Pigafetta, tome i. pp. 365, 368. j' 

^ “ Segundo a conta que elles dam, ao tempo que os nossos descubriram | 
aquellas Ilhas, haveria pouco mais de oitenta annos, que nellas tinha ‘ 
entradaestapeste." (J.deBarros; Da Asia, Dec. iii. Liv. v. Cap. v. p. 580.) 

® De Barros, id. ib. 
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they could not; he replied that they must first believe in 
God and His Apostle; whereupon they expressed their 
willingness to accept his teaching, and became converted 
to the faithA The Sultan of Ternate, who occupied the 
foremost place among the independent rulers in these 
islands, is said to have made a journey to Gresik, in Java, 
in order to embrace the Muhammadan faith there, in 1495A 
He was assisted in his propagandist efforts by a certain 
Pati Putah, who had made the journey from Hitu in Amboina 
to Java in order to learn the doctrines of the new faith, and 
on his return spread the knowledge of Islam among the 
people of AmboinaA Islam, however, seems at first to 
have made but slow progress, and to have met with 
considerable opposition from those islanders who clung 
zealously to their old superstitions and mythology, so 
that the old idolatry continued for some time crudely 
mixed up with the teachings of the Qur’an, and keep¬ 
ing the minds of the people in a perpetual state of 
incertitudeA The Portuguese conquest also made the 
progress of Islam slower than it would otherwise have 
been. They drove out the QadI, whom they found 
instructing the people in the doctrines of Muhammad, 
and spread Christianity among the heathen population 
with some considerable, though short-lived success.^ For 

when the Muluccans took advantage of the attention 

of the Portuguese being occupied with their own domestic 
troubles, in the latter half of the sixteenth century, to 
try to shake off their power, they instituted a fierce 
persecution against the Christians, many of whom suffered 
martyrdom, and others recanted, so that Christianity 
lost all the ground it had gained,® and from this tim(' 
onwards, the opposition to the political domination of the 
Christians secured a readier welcome for the Muslim teachers 
I who came in increasing numbers from the west."^ The Dutch 

; 1 Simon, p. 13. ^ Bokemeyer, p. 39. ® Simon, p. 13. 

j ^ Argensola, pp. 3-4. ® Id. p. 15 B. * Id. pp- 97 . 98. 

Id. pp. 155 and 158, where he calls Ternate “ este receptaculo de setas, 
I donde tienen escuela todas las apostasias; y particularmente los torpes 
I sequazes de Mahoma. Y desde el anno de mil y quinientos y ochenta y 
1 cinco, en que los Holandeses tentaron aquellos mares, hasta este tiempo 
I no han cessado de traer sectarios, y capitanes pyratas. Estos llevan las 
riquezas de Assia, y en su lugar dexan aquella falsa dotrina, con que hazen 
infrutuosa la conversion de tantas almas.” 
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completed the destruction of Christianity in the Moluccas 
by driving out the Spanish and Portuguese from these 
islands in the seventeenth century, whereupon the Jesuit 
fathers carried off the few remaining Christians of Ternate 
with them to the Philippines 

From these islands Islam spread into the rest of the 
Moluccas; though for some time the conversions were con¬ 
fined to the inhabitants of the coast.^ Most of the converts 
came from among the Malays, who compose the whole 
population of the smaller islands, but inhabit the coast-lands 
only of the larger ones, the interior being inhabited by Alfurs. 
But converts in later times were drawn from among the 
latter also.® Even so early as 1521, there was a Muham¬ 
madan king of Gilolo, a kingdom on the western side of the 
northern limb of the island of Halemahera.^ In modern 
times the existence of certain regulations, devised for the 
benefit of the state-religion, has facilitated to some extent 
the progress of the Muhammadan religion among the Alfurs 
of the mainland, e.g. if any one of them is discovered to have 
had illicit intercourse with a Muhammadan girl, he must 
marry her and become a Muslim; any of the Alfur women 
who marry Muhammadans must embrace the faith of their 
husbands; offences against the law may be atoned for by 
conversion to Islam; and in filling up any vacancy that may 
happen to occur among the chiefs, less regard is paid to the 
lawful claims of a candidate than to his readiness to become 
a Musalman.® 

Similarly, Islam in Borneo is mostly confined to the coast, 
although it had gained a footing in the island as early as the 
beginning of the sixteenth century. About this time, it 
was adopted by the people of Banjarmasin, a kingdom on 
the southern side, which had been tributary to the Hindu 
kingdom of Majapahit, until its overthrow in 1478; ® they 
owed their conversion to one of the Muhammadan states 
that rose on the ruins of the latter.’ The story is that the 

1 Their descendants are still to be found in the province of Cavite in the 
island of Luzon. (Crawfurd (i), p. 85.) 

- W. F. Andriessen, p. 222. ® T. Forrest, p. 68. 

^ Pigafetta. (Ramusio, vol. i. p. 366.) 

^ Campen, p. 346. Koloniaal Verslag van 1910, p. 56; 1911, P- 52. 

® Dulaurier, p. 528. 

’ Damak, on the north coast of Java, opposite the south of Borneo. 
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people of Banjarmasin asked for assistance towards the 
suppression of a revolt, and that it was given on condition 
that they adopted the new religion; whereupon a number 
of Muhammadans came over from Java, suppressed the revolt 
and effected the work of conversion.^ On the north-west 
coast, the Spaniards found a Muhammadan king at Brunai, 
when they reached this place in 1521.^ A little later, 1550, 
it was introduced into the kingdom of Sukadana,® in the 
western part of the island, by Arabs coming from Palembang 
in Sumatra.^ The reigning king refused to abandon the 
faith of his fathers, but during the forty years that elapsed 
before his death (in 1590), the new religion appears to 
have made considerable progress. His successor became a 
Musalman and married the daughter of a prince of a neigh¬ 
bouring island, in which apparently Islam had been long 
established;^ during his reign, a traveller,® who visited the 
island in 1600, speaks of Muhammadanism as being a 
common religion along the coast. The inhabitants of the 
interior, however, he tells us, were all idolaters—as indeed 
they remain for the most part to the present day. The 
progress of Islam in the kingdom of Sukadana seems 
now to have drawn the attention of the centre of the Muham¬ 
madan world to this distant spot, and in the reign of the next 
prince, a certain Shaykh Shams al-DIn came from Mecca 
bringing with him a present of a copy of the Qur’an and a 
large hyacinth ring, together with a letter in which this 
defender of the faith received the honourable title of Sultan 
Muhammad Safi al-Din.’^ 

In the latter part of the eighteenth century one of the in¬ 
land tribes, called the Idaans, dwelling in the interior of north 
Borneo, is said to have looked upon the Muhammadans of 

1 Hageman, pp. 236-9. 

2 Pigafetta. (Ramasio, tom. i. pp. 363-4.) 

® This kingdom had been founded by a colony from the Hindu kingdom 
of Majapahit (De Hollander, vol. ii. p. 67), and would naturally have come 
under Muslim influence after the conversion of the Javanese. 

^ Dozy (i), p. 386. 

^ Veth (2), vol. i. p. 193. 

® Olivier de Noort. (Histoire generale des voyages, vol. xiv. p. 225.) 
(The Hague, 1756.) 

^ i.e. Pure in Religion; he died about 1677; his father does not seem 
to have taken a Muhammadan name, at least he is only known by his 
heathen name of Panembahan Giri-Kusuma. (Netscher, pp. 14-15.) 
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the coast with very great respect, as having a religion which 
they themselves had not yet got.^ Dalrymple, who obtained 
his information on the Idaans of Borneo during his visit to 
Sulu from 1761 to 1764, tells us that they “ entertain a just 
regret of their own ignorance, and a mean idea of themselves 
on that account; for, when they come into the houses, or 
vessels, of the Mahometans, they pay them the utmost 
veneration, as superior intelligences, who know their 
Creator; they will not sit down where the Mahometans 
sleep, nor will they put their fingers into the same chunam, 
or betel box, but receive a portion with the utmost humility, 
and in every instance denote, with the most abject attitudes 
and gesture, the veneration they entertain for a God un¬ 
known, in the respect they pay to those who have a know¬ 
ledge of Him/’ ^ These people appear since that time to 
have embraced the Muhammadan faith,^ one of the numerous 
instances of the powerful impression that Islam produces 
upon tribes that are low down in the scale of civilisation. 
From time to time other accessions have been gained in the 
persons of the numerous colonists, Arabs, Bugis and Malays, 
as well as Chinese (who have had settlements here since the 
seventh century),^ and of the slaves introduced into the 
island from different countries; so that at the present day 
the Muhammadans of Borneo are a very mixed race.^ Many 
of these foreigners were still heathen when they first came 
to Borneo, and of a higher civilisation than the Dyaks whom 
they conquered or drove into the interior, where they mostly 
still remain heathen, except in the western part of the island, 
in which from time to time small tribes of Dyaks embrace 
Islam.® When the pagan Dyaks change their faith, it is 
more commonly the case that they yield to the persuasions 
of the Muhammadan rather than to those of the Christian 
missionary, or, having first embraced Christianity they then 
pass over to Islam, and the Muhammadans are making 
zealous efforts to win converts both from among the heathen 
and the Christian Dyaks. 

In the island of Celebes we find a similar slow growth of 

^ Thomas Forrest, p. 371. “ Essay towards an account of Sulu, p. 557. 

^ B. Panciera, p. 161. ^ J. Hageman, p. 224. 

“ Veth (2), vol. i. p. 179. ® De Hollander, vol. ii. p. 6i. 

^ Coolsma, p. 556. Koloniaal Verslag van 1911, pp. 38, 41; 1912, p. 30. 
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the Muhammadan religion, taking its rise among the people 
of the coast and slowly making its way into the interior. 
Only the more civilised portion of the inhabitants has, how¬ 
ever, adopted Islam; this is mainly divided into two tribes, 
the Macassars and the Bugis, who inhabit the south-west 
peninsula, the latter, however, also forming a large proportion 
of the coast population on the other peninsulas. The interior 
of the island, except in the south-west peninsula where 
nearly all the inhabitants are Muhammadan, is still heathen 
and is populated chiefly by the Alfurs, a race low in the scale 
of civilisation, who also form the majority of the inhabitants 
of the north, the east and the south-east peninsulas; at the 
extremity of the first of these peninsulas, in Minahassa, 
they have in large numbers been converted to Christianity ; 
the Muhammadans did not make their way hither until after 
the Portuguese had gained a firm footing in this part of 
the island, and the Alfurs whom they converted to Roman 
Catholicism were turned into Protestants by the Dutch, 
whose missionaries have laboured in Minahassa with very 
considerable success. But Islam is slowly making its way 
among the heathen tribes of Alfurs in different parts of the 
island, both in the districts directly administered by the 
Dutch Government, and those under the rule of native 
chiefs.^ 

When the Portuguese first visited the island about 154^. 
they found only a few Muhammadan strangers in Gowa, the 
capital of the Macassar kingdom, the natives being still 
unconverted, and it was not until the beginning of the seven¬ 
teenth century that Islam began to be generally adopted 
among them. The history of the movement is especially 
interesting, as we have here one of the few cases in which 
Christianity and Islam have been competing for the allegiance 
of heathen people. One of the incidents in this contest is 
thus admirably told by an old compiler : '' The discovery 
of so considerable a country was looked upon by the Portu¬ 
guese as a Matter of Great Consequence, and Measures were 
taken to secure the Affections of those whom it was not found 
easy to conquer; but, on the other hand, capable of being 
obliged, or rendered useful, as their allies, by good usage. 

1 Med. Ned. Zendelinggen, vol. xxxii. p. 177; vol. xxxiv. p. 170. 
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The People were much braver, and withal had much better 
Sense than most of the Indians; and therefore, after a little 
Conversation with the Europeans, they began, in general, 
to discern that there was no Sense or Meaning in their own 
Religion ; and the few of them who had been made Christians 
by the care of Don Antonio Galvano (Governor of the Moluc¬ 
cas), were not so thoroughly instructed themselves as to be 
able to teach them a new Faith, The whole People, in 
general, however, disclaimed their old Superstitions, and 
became Deists at once; but, not satisfied with this, they 
determined to send, at the same time, to Malacca and to 
Achin,^ to desire from the one, Christian Priests; and from 
the other. Doctors of the Mohammedan Law; resolving to 
embrace the Religion of those Teachers who came first among 
them. The Portugeze have hitherto been esteemed zealous 
enough for their Religion; but it seems that Don Ruis Perera, 
who was then Governor of Malacca, was a little deficient 
in his Concern for the Faith, since he made a great and very 
unnecessary delay in sending the Priests that were desired. 
On the other hand, the Queen of Achin being a furious 
Mohammedan no sooner received an Account of this Disposi¬ 
tion in the people of the Island of Celebes than she immedi¬ 
ately dispatched a vessel full of Doctors of the Law, who in 
a short time, established their Religion effectually among the 
Inhabitants. Some time after came the Christian Priests, 
and inveighed bitterly against the Law of Mohammed but 
to no Purpose; the People of Celebes had made their Choice, 
and there was no Possibility of bringing them to alter it. 
One of the Kings of the Island, indeed, who had before 
embraced Christianity, persisted in the Faith, and most of 
his Subjects were converted to it; but still, the Bulk of the 
People of Celebes continued Mohammedans, and are so to 
this Day, and the greatest Zealots for their Religion of any 
in the Indies.'’ ^ 

This event is said to have occurred in the year 1603.^ 

^ i. e. Atjeh. 

- A Compleat History of the Rise and Progress of the Portugeze Empire 
in the East Indies. Collected chiefly from their own Writers. John 
Harris: Navigantium atque Itinerantium Bibliotheca, vol. i. p. 682. 
(London, 1764.) 

® Crawfurd (i), p. 91. The Encyclopaedie van N.-I. (vol. i. p. 216) 
gives 1606 as the date. 
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The frequent references to it in contemporary literature 
make it impossible to doubt the genuineness of the storyP 
In the little principality of Tallo, to the north of Gowa, with 
which it has always been confederated, is still to be seen the 
tomb of one of the most famous missionaries to the Macassars, 
by name Hiatib Tungal. The prince of this state, after his 
conversion proved himself a most zealous champion of the 
new faith, and it was through his influence that it was 
generally adopted by all the tribes speaking the Macassar 
language. The sequel of the movement is not of so peaceful 
a character. The Macassars were carried away by their 
zeal for their newly adopted faith, to make an attempt to 
force it on their neighbours the Bugis. The king of Gowa 
made an offer to the king of Boni to consider him in all 
respects as an equal if he would worship the one true God. 
The latter consulted his people on the matter, who said, 
'' We have not yet fought, we have not yet been conquered.'’ 
They tried the issue of a battle and were defeated. The king 
accordingly became a Muhammadan and began on his own 
account to attempt by force to impose his own belief on his 
subjects and on the smaller states, his neighbours. Strange 
to say, the people applied for help to the king of Macassar, 
who sent ambassadors to demand from the king of Boni an 
answer to the following questions,—Whether the king, in 
his persecution, was instigated by a particular revelation 
from the Prophet ?—or whether he paid obedience to some 
ancient custom ?—or followed his own personal pleasure ? 
If for the first reason, the king of Gowa requested informa¬ 
tion ; if for the second, he would lend his cordial co-opera¬ 
tion ; if for the third, the king of Boni must desist, for those 
whom he presumed to oppress were the friends of Gowa. 
The king of Boni made no reply and the Macassars having 
marched a great army into the country defeated him in 
three successive battles, forced him to fly the country, and 
reduced Boni into a province. After thirty years of sub- 


^ Fernandez Navarette, a Spanish priest, who went to the Philippine 
Islands in 1646. (Collection of Voyages and Travels, p. 236. London, 1752.) 

Tavernier, who visited Macassar in 1648. (Travels in India, p. i 93 -) 
(London, 1678.) • . ^ 

Itinerarium Orientale R. P. F. Philippi a SSma, Trinitate Carmelitac 
Discalceati ab ipso conscriptum, p. 267. (Lugduni, 1649.) 
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jection, the people of Boni, with the assistance of the Dutch, 
revolted against the Macassars, and assumed the headship 
of the tribes of Celebes, in the place of their former masters.^ 
The propagation of Islam certainly seems to have been 
gradual and slow among the Bugis,^ but when they had once 
adopted the new religion, it seems to have stirred them up 
to action, as it did the Arabs (though this newly-awakened 
energy in either case turned in rather different directions),— 
and to have made them what they are now, at once the 
bravest men and the most enterprising merchants and 
navigators of the Archipelago.^ In their trading vessels 
they make their way to all parts of the Archipelago, from 
the coast of New Guinea to Singapore, and their numerous 
settlements, in the establishment of which the Bugis have 
particularly distinguished themselves, have introduced 
Islam into many a heathen island : e.g. one of their colonies 
is to be found in a state that extends over a considerable 
part of the south coast of Flores, where, intermingling with 
the native population, which formerly consisted partly of 
Roman Catholics, they have succeeded in converting all the 
inhabitants of this state to Islam.^ 

In their native island of Celebes also the Bugis have 
combined proselytising efforts with their commercial enter¬ 
prises, and in the little kingdom of Bolaang-Mongondou in 
the northern peninsula^ they have succeeded, in the course 
of the present century, in winning over to Islam a Christian 
population whose conversion dates from the end of the 
seventeenth century. The first Christian king of Bolaang- 
Mongondou was Jacobus Manopo (1689-1709), in whose 
reign Christianity spread rapidly, through the influence of 


1 Crawfurd, vol. ii. pp. 385-9. 

2 “No extraordinary exertion seems for a long time to have been made 
on behalf of the new rehgion. An abhorrence of innovation and a most 
pertinacious and religious adherence to ancient custom, distinguish the 
people of Celebes beyond all the other tribes of the Eastern isles; and 
these would, at first, prove the most serious obstacles to the dissemination 
of Mahometanism. It was this, probably, which deferred the adoption of 
the new religion for so long a period, and till it had recommended itself by 
wearing the garb of antiquity.” (Crawfurd (2), vol. ii. p. 387.) 

^ Crawfurd (i), p. 75. De Hollander, vol. ii. p. 212. 

* Id. vol. ii. p. 666. Riedel (2), p. 67. 

^ To the east of Minahassa, between long. 124° 45' and 123° 20', with a 
population that has been variously estimated at 35,000 and 50,000. (De 
Hollander, vol. ii. p. 247.) 
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the Dutch East India Company and the preaching of the 
Dutch clergy.^ His successors were all Christian until 1844, 
when the reigning Raja, Jacobus Manuel Manopo, embraced 
Islam. His conversion was the crown of a series of prosely¬ 
tising efforts that had been in progress since the beginning 
of the century, for it was about this time that the zealous 
efforts of some Muhammadan traders—Bugis and others— 
won over some converts to Islam in one of the coast towns 
of the southern kingdom, Mongondou; from this same town 
two trader missionaries, Hakim Bagus and Imam Tuweko 
by name, set out to spread their faith throughout the rest 
of this kingdom. They made a beginning with the conver¬ 
sion of some slaves and native women whom they married, 
and these little by little persuaded their friends and relatives 
to embrace the new faith. From Mongondou Islam spread 
into the northern kingdom Bolaang; here, in 1830, the 
whole population was either Christian or heathen, with the 
exception of two or three Muhammadan settlers; but the 
zealous preachers of Islam, the Bugis, and the Arabs who 
assisted them in their missionary labours, soon achieved a 
wide-spread success. The Christians, whose knowledge of 
the doctrines of their religion was very slight and whose 
faith was weak, were ill prepared with the weapons of con¬ 
troversy to meet the attacks of the rival creed; despised 
by the Dutch Government, neglected and well-nigh aban¬ 
doned by the authorities of the Church, they began to look 
on these foreigners, some of whom married and settled 
among them, as their friends. As the work of conversion 
progressed, the visits of these Bugis and Arabs,—at first 
rare,—became more frequent, and their influence in the 
country very greatly increased, so much so that about 1832 
an Arab married a daughter of the king, Cornelius Manopo, 
who was himself a Christian; many of the chiefs, and some 
of the most powerful among them, about the same time, 
abandoned Christianity and embraced Islam. In this way 
Islam had gained a firm footing in his kingdom before Raja 
Jacobus Manuel Manopo became a Muslim in 1844; this 
prince had made repeated applications to the Dutch authori¬ 
ties at Manado to appoint a successor to the Christian 
1 Wilken (i), pp. 42-4. 
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schoolmaster, Jacobus Bastiaan,—whose death had been 
a great loss to the Christian community—but to no purpose, 
and learning from the resident at Manado that the Dutch 
Government was quite indifferent as to whether the people 
of his state were Christians or Muhammadans, so long as they 
were loyal, openly declared himself a Musalman and tried 
every means to bring his subjects over to the same faith. 
An Arab missionary took advantage of the occurrence of a 
terrible earthquake in the following year, to prophecy the 
destruction of Bolaang-Mongondou, unless the people 
speedily became converted to Islam. Many in their terror 
hastened to follow this advice, and the Raja and his nobles 
lent their support to the missionaries and Arab merchants, 
whose methods of dealing with the dilatory were not always 
of the gentlest. Nearly half the population, however, still 
remains heathen, but the progress of Islam among them, 
though slow, is continuous and sure.^ 

The neighbouring island of Sambawa likewise probably 
received its knowledge of this faith from Celebes, through 
the preaching of missionaries from Macassar between 1540 
and 1550. All the more civilised inhabitants are true 
believers and are said to be stricter in the performance of 
their religious duties than any of the neighbouring Muham¬ 
madan peoples. This is largely due to a revivalist movement 
set on foot by a certain HajI 'Ali after the disastrous eruption 
of Mount Tambora in 1815, the fearful suffering that ensued 
thereon being made use of to stir up the people to a more 
strict observance of the precepts of their religion and the 
leading of a more devout life.^ At the present time Islam 
still continues to win over fresh converts in this island.^ 

The Sasaks of the neighbouring island of Lombok also 
owed their conversion to the preaching of the Bugis, who 
form a large colony here, having either crossed over the 
strait from Sambawa or come directly from Celebes : at 
any rate the conversion appears to have taken place in a 
peaceable manner.^ The population of Lombok falls into 
two distinct divisions, the Sasaks and the Balinese; 

^ Wilken (2), pp. 276-9. Koloniaal Verslag van 1910, p. 52 ; 1911, p. 47. 

2 Zollinger (2), pp. 126, 169. 

^ Med. Ned. Zendelinggen, xxxii. p. 177; xxxiv. p. 170. 

* Zollinger (i), p. 527. 
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the first of these, consisting of the Muhammadan Sasaks, 
the original inhabitants of the island, far outnumbers 
the second, but about the middle of the eighteenth 
century they came under the rule of the Balinese 
and soon found their island overrun by swarms of the 
Hindu neighbours.^ The rule of the Balinese was very 
oppressive, and they made efforts—though with little 
success—to bring their Muslim subjects over to Hinduism; 
the Sasaks tried in vain to shake off the 3"oke of their oppres¬ 
sors, and more than once appealed to the Dutch Government, 
before the expedition of 1894 brought peace to the island and 
established an orderly administration under Dutch rule. 
The new government brought with it a large number of 
native Muhammadan officials, who throw in their influence 
on the side of their own faith, and it is thus expected that 
one of the results of the Dutch conquest of Lombok will be 
to give a great impetus to Islam in this island.^ 

In the Philippine Islands we find a struggle between 
Christianity and Islam for the allegiance of the inhabitants, 
somewhat similar in character to that in Celebes, but more 
stern and enduring, entangling the Spaniards and the 
Muslims in a fierce and bloody conflict, even up to the 
nineteenth century. It is uncertain when Islam first 
reached these islands.^ The traditionary annals of Min¬ 
danao represent Islam as having been introduced from 
Johore, in the Malay Peninsula, by a certain Sharif 
Kabungsuwan, who settled with a number of followers 
in the island and married there. He is said to have 
refused to land until the men who came to meet him 
on his arrival promised to embrace Islam, and these 
early records give the impression that the landing of 
Kabungsuwan and the conversion of the people of Mindanao 
at first proceeded quite peacefully; but after he had estab- 

^ De Hollander (in 1882) gave the numbers as 20,000 Balinese and 380,000 
Sasaks. (Vol, i. p. 489.) 

2 Encyclopaedic van N.-I. vol. ii. pp. 432 “ 4 » 524* 

W. Cool: With the Dutch in the East. An outline of the military 
operations in Lombok, 1894. (London, 1897.) 

® Captain Thomas Forrest, writing in 1775, says that Arabs came to the 
island of Mindanao 300 years before and that the tomb of the first Arab, a 
Sharif from Mecca, was still shown—“ a rude heap of coral rock stones" 
(pp. 201, 313). 
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lished his power, he began to conquer the neighbouring 
chiefs and tribes, and they accepted his religion in submitting 
to his authority.^ The Spaniards who discovered them in 
1521, found the population of the northern islands to be 
rude and simple pagans, while Mindanao and the Sulu 
Islands were occupied by more civilised Muhammadan 
tribes.2 The latter up to the close of the nineteenth 
century successfully resisted for the most part all the 
efforts of the Christians towards conquest and conversion, 
so that the Spanish missionaries despaired of ever effecting 
their conversion.® The success of Islam as compared 
with Christianity has been due in a great measure to 
the different form under which these two faiths were 
presented to the natives. The adoption of the latter 
implied the loss of all political freedom and national inde¬ 
pendence, and hence came to be regarded as a badge of 
slavery. The methods adopted by the Spaniards for the 
propagation of their religion were calculated to make it 
unpopular from the beginning; their violence and intoler¬ 
ance were in strong contrast to the conciliatory behaviour of 
the Muhammadan missionaries, who learned the language of 
the people, adopted their customs, intermarried with them, 
and melting into the mass of the people, neither arrogated 
to themselves the exclusive rights of a privileged race nor 
condemned the natives to the level of a degraded caste. 
The Spaniards, on the other hand, were ignorant of the 
language, habits and manners of the natives; their in¬ 
temperance and above all their avarice and rapacity brought 
their religion into odium; while its propagation was in¬ 
tended to serve as an instrument of their political advance¬ 
ment.^ It is not difficult therefore to understand the 
opposition offered by the natives to the introduction of 
Christianity, which indeed only became the religion of the 


^ N. N. Saleeby : Studies in Moro History, Law and Religion, pp. 24-5, 
53-5. (Manila, 1905.) 

^ Relatione di Ivan Gaetan del discoprimento dell’ Isole Molucche. 
(Ramusio, tom. i. p. 375 E.) 

^ “ Se muestran tan obstinados d la gracia de Dios y tan aferrados 4 sus 
creencias, que es casi moraimente imposible su conversion al cristianismo.” 
(Cartas de los PP. de la Compania de Jesus de la Missidn de Pilipinas, 
1S79, quoted by Montero y Vidal, tom. i. p. 21.) 

* Crawfurd (2), vol. ii. pp. 274-280. 
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people in those parts in which the inhabitants were weak 
enough, or the island small enough, to enable the Spaniards 
to effect a total subjugation; the native Christians after 
their conversion had to be forced to perform their religious 
duties through fear of punishment, and were treated exactly 
like school-childrenA Up to the time of the American occu¬ 
pation of the Philippine Islands the independent Muhamma¬ 
dan kingdom of Mindanao was a refuge for those who wished 
to escape from the hated Christian government ; ^ the island 
of Sulu, also, though nominally a Spanish possession since 
1878, formed another centre of Muhammadan opposition to 
Christianity, Spanish-knowing renegades even being found 
here,^ 

We have no certain historical evidence as to how long the 
inhabitants of the Sulu Islands had been Muhammadan, 
before the arrival of the Spaniards. The annals of Sulu 
give the name of Sharif Karim al-Makhdum as the first 
missionary of Islam in these islands. He is said to have 
been an Arab who went to Malacca about the middle of 
the fourteenth century and converted Sultan Muhammad 
Shah and the people of Malacca to Islam. Continuing 
his journey eastward, he reached Sulu about the year 
1380 and settled in Bwansa,^ the old capital of Sulu, 
where the people built a mosque for him and many of the 
chiefs accepted his teachings. He is said to have visited 
almost every island of the Archipelago and to have made 
converts in many places; his grave is said to be on the island 
of Sibutu.^ The next missionary is said to have been Abu 
Bakr, who is also stated to have been an Arab, and to have 
commenced his missionary labours in Malacca and to have 

^ “ Ils sont pen soigneux de satisfaire au devoir du Christianisme qu ils 
ont receu, et il les y faut contraindre par la crainte du chastiment, et 
gouverner comme des enfans a rescole.” Relation des Isles Philippines, 
Faite par un Religieux, p, 7. (Thevenot, vol. i.) 

2 “ A Mindanao, les Tagal de I’Est, fuyant le joug abhorre de leurs 
maitres catholiques, se groupent chaque jour davantage autour des chefs 
des dynasties nationales. Plus de 360,000 sectateurs du coran y reconnais- 
sent un sultan independant. Aux jesuites chasses de 1 ile, aux represent- 
ants du culte officiel, se substituent comme maitres religieux et educateurs 
de la population, les missionnaires musulmans de la Chine et de 1 Inde, qui 
renovent ainsi la propagande, commencee par les invasions arabes. (A. le 
Chatelier (2), p. 45.) ® Montero y Vidal, vol. i. p. 86. 

, * Situated three miles west of Jolo, the present capital. 

I ^ N. M. Saleeby : The History of Sulu, pp. 150, 158-9- (Manila, 1908.) 
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made his way to Palembang and Brunei, and reached Sulu 
about 1450; he built mosques and carried on a successful 
propaganda. The Muslim king of Bwansa, Raja Baginda, 
gave him his daughter in marriage, and appointed him his 
heir, and Abu Bakr is credited with having organised the 
government and legislation of Sulu on orthodox Muslim 
lines as far as local custom would allow.^ Though so long 
converted, the people of Sulu are far from being rigid 
Muhammadans, indeed, the influence of the numerous 
Christian slaves that they carried off from the Philippines 
in their predatory excursions used to be so great that it 
was even asserted^ that ''they would long ere this have 
become professed Christians but from the prescience that 
such a change, by investing a predominating influence in 
the priesthood, would inevitably undermine their own 
authority, and pave the way to the transfer of their do¬ 
minions to the Spanish yoke, an occurrence which fatal 
experience has too forcibly instructed all the surrounding 
nations that unwarily embrace the Christian persuasion.'' 
Further, the aggressive behaviour of the Spanish priests who 
established a mission in Sulu created in the mind of the 
people a violent antipathy to the foreign religion.^ 

Since the American occupation of the Philippines, the 
influence of Islam has been considerably restricted, and is 
now confined to the island of Palawan, the south coast of 
Mindanao and the archipelago of Sulu.'^ But it is said to 
be seeking to extend its propaganda among the northern 
islands, and to have made a beginning of missionary activity 
even in Manila. Certain conditions are said to favour its 
success, especially the fact that the Filipinos are prejudiced 
against Christianity on account of the abuses that led them 
to take up arms against the Spanish friars.^ 

As has been already mentioned, Islam has been most 
favourably received by the more civilised races of the 
Malay Archipelago, and has taken but little root among the 
lower races. Such are the Papuans of New Guinea, and the 
islands to the north-west of it, viz. Waigyu, Misool, Waigama 

^ N. M. Saleeby: The History of Sulu, pp. 150, 162-3. 

“ J. H. Moor. (Appendix, p. 37.) ^ Dalrymple, p. 549. 

^ R. du M. M., vii. pp. 115-16. (1909.) 

® The Missionary Review of the World, N.S., vol. xiv. p. 877. (New 
York, 1901.) 
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and Salawatti. These islands, together with the peninsula 
of Onin, on the north-west of New Guinea, were in the 
sixteenth century subject to the Sultan of Batjan,^ one of 
the kings of the Moluccas. Through the influence of the 
Muhammadan rulers of Bat]an, the Papuan chiefs of these 
islands adopted Islam,^ and though the mass of the people 
in the interior have remained heathen up to the present 
day, the inhabitants of the coast are Muhammadans largely 
no doubt owing to the influence of settlers from the Moluccas.^ 
In New Guinea itself, very few of the Papuans seem to have 
become Muhammadans. Islam was introduced into the west 
coast (probably in the peninsula of Onin) by Muhammadan 
merchants, who propagated their religion among the inhabit¬ 
ants, as early as 1606.^ But it appears to have made very 
little progress during the centuries that have elapsed since 
then,^ and the Papuans have shown as much reluctance to 
become Muhammadans as to accept the teachings of the 
Christian missionaries, who have laboured among them 
without much success since 1855. The Muhammadans 
of the neighbouring islands have been accused of holding 
the Papuans in too great contempt to make efforts to 
spread Islam among them.® The name of one missionary, 

^ The first prince of Batjan who became a Muhammadan was a certain 
Zayn al-‘Abidin, who was reigning in 1521 when the Portuguese first came 
to the Moluccas. 

2 Robide van der Aa, pp. 350, 352-3. 

^ Id. p. 147 (Misool), “ De strandbewoners zijn alien Mahomedanen. . . . 
De bergbewoners zijn heidenen." Id. p. 53 (Salawatti), “ Een klein deel 
der bevolking van het eiland belijdt de leer van Mahamed. Het grootste 
deel bestaat echter uit Papoesche heidenen, einige tot het Mahome<laansche 
geloof zijn overgegangen, althans den schijn daarvan aannemen.” Id. p. 290 
(Waigyu). 

Some of the Papuans of the island of Gebi, between Waigyu and 
Halemahera, have been converted by the Muhammadan settlers from the 
Moluccas. (Crawfurd (i), p. 143.) 

^ Robide van der Aa, p. 352. 

® Captain Forrest, however, in 1775, tells us that Many of the Papuas 
(turn Musselmen.*’ (Voyage to New Guinea, p. 68.) 

® Robide van der Aa, p. 71. “ De Papoe is te woest van aard, om 

(behoefte aan godsdienst te gevoelen. Evenmin als de Christelijke leer tot 
nog toe ingang bij hem heeft kunnen vinden, zou de Mahornedaansche 
I godsdienst slagen, wanneer daartoe bij deze volkstammen poging gedaan 
iwerd. Voorzoover mij is gebleken op vijf reizen naar dit land, hebben noch 
'Tidoreezen, noch Cerammers of anderen ooit ernstige pogingen gedaan, 
om de leer van Mahomed hier in te voeren. . . . Slechts zeer weinige hoof- 
den, zooals de Radja Ampat van Waigeoe, Salawatti, Misool en Waigama, 
mogen als belijders van die leer aangemerkt worden; zij en eenige hunner 
;bloedverwanten vervullen sommige geloofsvormen, doordien zij meermalen 
te Tidor geweest zijn en daar niet gaarne als gewone Papoes beschouwd 
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however, is found, a certain Imam Dikir (? Dhikr), 
who came from one of the islands on the south-east 
of Ceram about 1856 and introduced Islam into the little 
island of Adi, south of the peninsula of Onin; after ful¬ 
filling his mission he returned to his own home, resisting 
the importunities of the inhabitants to settle among them.^ 
Muhammadan traders from Ceram and Goram are reported 
to have made a number of converts from among the heathen 
during the first decade of the twentieth century.^ Similar 
efforts are being made to convert the Papuans of the neigh¬ 
bouring Kei Islands. In the middle of the nineteenth 
century there were said to be hardly any Muhammadans on 
these islands, with the exception of the descendants of 
immigrants from the Banda Islands; some time before, 
missionaries from Ceram had succeeded in making some 
converts, but the precepts of the Qur’an were very little ; 
observed, both forbidden meats and intoxicating liquors 
being indulged in. The women, however, were said to be 
stricter in their adherence to their faith than the men, so 
that when their husbands wished to indulge in swine’s flesh, 
they had to do so in secret, their wives not allowing it to be 
brought into the house.^ But in 1887 it was noted that 
there had been a revival of religious life among the Kei 
islanders, and the number of Muhammadans was daily 
increasing. Arab merchants from Madura, Java, and Bali 
proved themselves zealous propagandists of Islam and left 
no means untried to win converts, sometimes enforcing their 
arguments by threats and violence, and at other times by 
bribes : as a rule new converts were said to get 200 florins’ 
worth of presents, while chiefs received as much as a thousand 
florins.^ At the close of the nineteenth century about 8000 
of the Kei islanders were said to be Muhammadan out of a 
total population of 23,000.^ 

The above sketch of the spread of Islam from west to east 
through the Malay Archipelago comprises but a small part 

worden. Onder de eigenlijke bevolking is nooit gepoogd, den Islam 
intevoeren, misschien wel nit eerbied voor dien godsdienst, die te verheven 
is voor de Papoes." ^ Robide van der Aa, p. 319. * 

2 Koloniaal Verslag van 1906, p. 70; 1911, p. 52. 

“ The Journalof the Indian Archipelago,vol.vii.pp.64,71. (Singapore, 1853.) 

^ G. W. W. C. Baron von Hoevell, p. 120. Krieger, p. 436. 

^ Encyclopaedie van N.-I., vol. ii. p. 210. 
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of the history of the missionary work of Islam in these 
islands. Many of the facts of this history are wholly un¬ 
recorded, and what can be gleaned from native chronicles 
and the works of European travellers, officials and mission¬ 
aries is necessarily fragmentary and incomplete. But there 
is evidence enough to show the existence of peaceful mission¬ 
ary efforts to spread the faith of Islam during the last six 
hundred years : sometimes indeed the sword has been drawn 
in support of the cause of religion, but preaching and per¬ 
suasion rather than force and violence have been the main 
characteristics of this missionary movement. The mar¬ 
vellous success that has been achieved has been largely the 
work of traders, who won their way to the hearts of the 
natives, by learning their language, adopting their manners 
and customs, and began quietly and gradually to spread 
the knowledge of their religion by first converting the native 
women they married and the persons associated with them 
in their business relations. Instead of holding themselves 
apart in proud isolation, they gradually melted into the mass 
of the population, employing all their superiority of intelli¬ 
gence and civilisation for the work of conversion and making 
such skilful compromises in the doctrines and practices of 
1 their faith as were needed to recommend it to the people 
I they wished to attract.^ In fact, as Buckle said of them, 

I “ The Mahometan missionaries are very judicious.” “ 

• Beside the traders, there have been numbers of what may 
j be called professional missionaries —theologians, preachers, 

. jurisconsults and pilgrims. The latter have, in recent years, 

’ been especially active in the work of proselytising, in stirring 
I up a more vigorous and consistent religious life among their 
I fellow-countrymen, and in purging away the lingering 
! remains of heathen habits and beliefs. The number of those 
who make the pilgrimage to Mecca from all parts of the 
Archipelago is constantly on the increase, and there is in 
(Consequence a proportionate growth of Muhammadan in¬ 
fluence and Muhammadan thought. Up to the middle of 
'the nineteenth century the Dutch Government tried to put 
obstacles in the way of the pilgrims and passed an order that 

i ^ Crawfurd (2), pp. 275, 307. 

^ Buckle’s Miscellaneous and Posthumous Works, edited by Helen 
iTaylor, vol. i. p. 594. (Lpjidpn; 1872.) 
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no one should be allowed to make the pilgrimage to the holy 
city without a passport, for which he had to pay no florins; 
and any one who evaded this order was on his return com¬ 
pelled to pay a fine of double that amount.^ Accordingly 
it is not surprising to find that in 1852 the number of pilgrims 
was so low as seventy, but in the same year this order was 
rescinded, and since then, there has been a steady increase. 

The average number of pilgrims during the last decade of 
the nineteenth century was 7000—during the first decade 
of the twentieth, 7300; ^ but the numbers vary considerably 
from year to year, the largest recorded number from the 
Dutch Indies being 14,234 in 1910.^ 

Such an increase is no doubt largely due to the increased 
facilities of communication between Mecca and the Malay 
Archipelago, but, as a Christian missionary has observed, 
this by no means '' diminishes the importance of the fact, { 
especially as the Hadjis, whose numbers have grown so ! 
rapidly, have by no means lost in quality what they gained j 
in quantity; on the contrary, there are now amongst them j 
many more thoroughly acquainted with the doctrines of ! 
Islam, and wholly imbued with Moslem fanaticism and < 
hatred against the unbelievers, than there formerly were.” ^ ' 
The reports of the Dutch Government and of Christian i| 
missionaries bear unanimous testimony to the influence and Ij 


the proselytising zeal of these pilgrims who return to their 


homes as at once reformers and missionaries.^ Beside the 


pilgrims who content themselves with merely visiting the 


sacred places and performing the due ceremonies, and those ji 
who make a longer stay in order to complete their theological f 
studies, there is a large colony of Malays in Mecca at the ji 
present time, who have taken up their residence permanently 1 
in the sacred city. These are in constant communication ; 
with their fellow-countrymen in their native land, and their 1 
efforts have been largely effectual in purging Muhammadan- ! 
ism in the Malay Archipelago from the contamination of 
^ Neimann, pp. 406-7. 

^ C. Snouck Hurgronje: De hadji-politiek der Indische Regeering, p. 12. ji 
(Overdruk nit Onze Eeuw, 1909.) j' 

3 Id.; Notes sur le mouvement du pelerinage de la Mecque aux Indes j' 
Neerlandaises. (R. du M. M., vol. xv. pp. 409, 412.) f 

^ Report of Centenary Conference on Protestant Missions, vol. i. p. 21. 
Niemann, p. 407. 

^ Med. Ned. Zendelinggen, vols. xxxii., xxxiv. passim. 
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heathen customs and modes of thought that have survived 
from an earlier period, A large number of religious books 
is also printed in Mecca in the various languages spoken 
by the Malay Muhammadans and carried to all parts of the 
Archipelago. Indeed Mecca has been well said to have more 
influence on the religious life of these islands than on Turkey, 
India or BuUiara.^ 

As might be anticipated from a consideration of these 
facts, there has been of recent years a very great awakening 
of missionary activity in the Malay Archipelago, and the 
returned pilgrims, whether as merchants or religious teachers, 
become preachers of Islam wherever they come in contact 
with a heathen population. The religious orders moreover 
have extended their organisation to the Malay Archipelago,^ 
even the youngest of them—the Sanusiyyah—finding ad¬ 
herents in the most distant islands,^ one of the signs of its 
influence being the adoption of the name Sanusi by many 
Malays, when in Mecca they change their native for Arabic 
names."^ 

The Dutch Government has been accused by Christian 
missionaries of favouring the spread of Islam; however this 
may have been, it is certain that the work of the Muslim 
missionaries is facilitated by the fact that Malay, which is 
spoken bv hardly any but Muhammadans, has been adopted 
as the official language of the Dutch Government, except in 
Java; and as the Dutch civil servants are everywhere 
attended by a crowd of Muhammadan subordinate officials, 
political agents, clerks, interpreters and traders, they carry 
Islam with them into every place they visit. All persons that 
have to do business with the Government are obliged to learn 
the Malay language, and they seldom learn it without at 
the same time becoming Musalmans. In this way the most 
influential people embrace Islam, and the rest soon follow 
their example.^ Thus Islam is at the present time rapidly 
driving out heathenism from the Malay Archipelago. 


1 Snouck Hurgronje (3). vol. ii. pp. xv. 339-393- Encyclopaedie van 

Tthe Q^adiriy?^, Naqshbandiyyah and Sammaniyyah. (C. Snouck 
HurgrSnje (2), p. i86.) Id. (3) vol. ii. p. 372. etc. 

3 J. G. F. Riedel (i), pp. 7. 59. 162. 

^ Snouck Hurgronje (3), yol. ii. p. 323- 
^ Jia^uri, p. 313. Encyclopaedic van N.-I., vol. 11. p. 524- 


CHAPTER XIII. 


CONCLUSION. 

To the modern Christian world, missionary work implies 
missionary societies, paid agents, subscriptions, reports and 
journals; and missionary enterprise mthout a regularly 
constituted and continuous organisation seems a misnomer. 
The ecclesiastical constitution of the Christian Church has, 
from the very beginning of its history, made provision for 
the propagation of Christian teaching among unbelievers; 
its missionaries have been in most cases, regularly ordained 
priests or monks; the monastic orders (from the Benedictines 
downwards) and the missionary societies of more modern 
times have devoted themselves with special and concen¬ 
trated attention to the furthering of a department of 
Christian work that, from the first, has been recognised to 
be one of the prime duties of the Church. But in Islam 
the absence of any kind of priesthood or any ecclesiastical 
organisation whatever has caused the missionary energy of 
the Muslims to exhibit itself in forms very different to those 
that appear in the history of Christian missions : there are 
no missionary societies,^ no specially trained agents, very 
little continuity of effort. The only exception appears to 
be found in the religious orders of Islam, whose organisation 
resembles to some extent that of the monastic orders of 
Christendom. But even here the absence of the priestly 
ideal, of any theory of the separateness of the religious 
teacher from the common body of believers or of the necessity 
of a special consecration and authorisation for the perform¬ 
ance of religious functions, makes the fundamental difference 
in the two systems stand out as clearly as elsewhere. 

^ Organisations based on the model of Christian missionary societies 
do not begin to make their appearance until the twentieth century; some 
account of these is given in Appendix III. 
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Whatever disadvantages may be entailed by this want 
of a priestly class, specially set apart for the work of pro¬ 
pagating the faith, are compensated for by the consequent 
feeling of responsibility resting on the individual believer. 
There being no intermediarj^ between the Muslim and his 
God, the responsibility of his personal salvation rests upon 
himself alone : consequently he becomes as a rule much 
more strict and careful in the performance of his religious 
duties, he takes more trouble to learn the doctrines and 
observances of his faith, and thus becoming deeply impressed 
with the importance of them to himself, is more likel}^ to 
become an exponent of the missionary character of his 
creed in the presence of the unbeliever. The would-bc 
proselytiser has not to refer his convert to some authorised 
religious teacher of his creed who may formally receive 
the neophyte into the body of the Church, nor need he 
dread ecclesiastical censure for committing the sin of 
Korah. Accordingly, however great an exaggeration it 
may be to say, as has been said so often,^ that every 
Muhammadan is a missionary, still it is true that every 
Muhammadan may be one, and few truly devout Muslims, 
living in daily contact with unbelievers, neglect the precept 
of their Prophet : '' Summon them to the way of thy Lord 
with wisdom and with kindly warning.'’ - Thus it is that, 
side by side with the professional propagandists, the 
religious teachers who have devoted all their time and 
energies to missionary work,—the annals of the propagation 
of the Muslim faith contain the record of men and women 
of all ranks of society, from the sovereign ^ to the peasant, 
and of all trades and professions, who have laboured for 
the spread of their faith,—the Muslim trader, unlike his 
Christian brother, showing himself especially active in such 
work. In a list of Indian missionaries published in the 


1 “A tout musuiman, quelque mondain qu il soit, le pr^elytismc 
semble etre en quelque sorte inne." 

THistoire des Religions, vol. Ivii. p. 66.) 

Missionar . . . Er treibt Mission auf eigne baust und Kosten. ^ 
zinger, p. 411.) Snouck Hurgronje (i), p. 8; Liittke (2), p. 30, Julius 
Richter, p. 152; Merensky, p. 154 . 

3 S^e^ the ^interesUng letter addressed ^by Mawla’i IsmaU 
Morocco, in 1698 to King James II, inviting him to embrace Islam. (Re 
de I’Histoire des Religions, vol. xlvii. p. 174 sqq.) 
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journal of a religious and philanthropic society of Lahore ^ 
we find the names of schoolmasters, Government clerks in 
the Canal and Opium Departments, traders (including a 
dealer in camel-carts), an editor of a newspaper, a book¬ 
binder and a workman in a printing establishment. These 
men devote the hours of leisure left them after the comple¬ 
tion of the day’s labour, to the preaching of their religion 
in the streets and bazaars of Indian cities, seeking to win 
converts both from among Christians and Hindus, whose 
religious beliefs they controvert and attack. 

It is interesting to note that the propagation of Islam has 
not been the work of men only, but that Muslim women have 
also taken their part in this pious task. Several of the 
Mongol princes owed their conversion to the influence of 
a Muslim wife, and the same was probably the case with 
many of the pagan Turks when they had carried their raids 
into Muhammadan countries. The Sanusiyyah missionaries 
who came to work among the Tubu, to the north of Lake 
Chad, opened schools for girls, and took advantage of 
the powerful influence exercised by the women among 
these tribes (as among their neighbours, the Berbers), in 
their efforts to win them over to Islam.^ In German 
East Africa, the pagan natives who leave their homes for 
six months or more, to work on the railways or plantations, 
are converted by the Muhammadan women with whom they 
contract temporary alliances; these women refuse to have 
anything to do with an uncircumcised kafir, and to escape 
the disgrace attaching to such an appellation, their husbands 
become circumcised and thus receive an entry into Muslim 
society.® The progress of Islam in Abyssinia during the first 
half of the last century has been said to be in large measure 
due to the efforts of Muhammadan women, especially the 
wives of Christian princes, who had to pretend a conversion 
to Christianity on the occasion of their marriage, but brought 
up their children in the tenets of Islam and worked in every 
possible way for the advancement of that faith.^ On 
the western frontier of Abyssinia, there is a pagan tribe 

* Anjuman liimayat-i-Islam ka mahwari risalah, pp. 5-13. (Lahore 
October 1889.)' “ Duveyrier, p. 17. 

^ Klamroth, p. 12 . * Massaja, vol. xi. pp. 124-5. 
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called the Boruns; some of these men who had enlisted 
in a negro regiment, under the Anglo-Egyptian government 
of the Sudan, were converted to Islam by the wives of the 
black soldiers while the battalion was returning to Khartum.^ 
The Tatar women of Kazan are said to be especially 
zealous as propagandists of Islam.^ The professed devotee, 
because she happens to be a woman, is not thereby debarred 
from taking her place with the male saint in the company 
of the preachers of the faith. The legend of the holy 
women, descended from 'All, who are said to have flown 
through the air from Karbala’ to Lahore, and there by the 
influence of their devout lives of prayer and fasting to have 
won the first converts from Hinduism to Islam,^ could 
hardly have originated if the influence of such holy women 
were a thing quite unknown. One of the most venerated 
tombs in Cairo is that of Nafisah, the great-granddaughter 
of Hasan (the martyred son of 'AH), whose theological 
learning excited the admiration even of her great contem¬ 
porary, Imam al-Shafi'i, and whose piety and austerities 
raised her to the dignity of a saint : it is related of her that 
when she settled in Egypt, she happened to have as her 
neighbours a family of dhimmis whose daughter was so 
grievously afflicted that she could not move her limbs but 
had to lie on her back all day. The parents of the poor 
girl had to go one day to the market and asked their pious 
Muslim neighbour to look after their daughter during 
their absence. Nafisah, filled with love and pity, undertook 
this work of mercy; and when the parents of the sick girl 
were gone, she lifted up her soul in prayer to God on behalf 
of the helpless invalid. Scarcely was her prayer ended than 
the sick girl regained the use of her limbs and was able to 
go to meet her parents on their return. Filled with grati¬ 
tude, the whole family became converts to the religion of 
their benefactor.^ 

Even the Muslim prisoner will on occasion embrace the 
opportunity of preaching his faith to his captors or to his 
fellow-prisoners. The first introduction of Islam into 

1 Artin, p. 119. ' R- M. M., ix. (1909). P- 252. 

3 ^ulam Sarwar : Miazinat al-Asfiya, vol. 11. P- 407-S' 

4 Goldziher, vol. ii. pp. 303-4* 
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Eastern Europe was the work of a Muslim jurisconsult who 
was taken prisoner, probably in one of the wars between 
the Byzantine empire and its Muhammadan neighbours, 
and was brought to the country of the Pechenegs ^ in the 
beginning of the eleventh century. He set before many of 
them the teachings of Islam and they embraced the faith 
with sincerity, so that it began to be spread among this 
people. But the other Pechenegs who had not accepted 
the Muslim religion, took umbrage at the conduct of their 
fellow-countrymen and finally came to blows with them. 
The Muslims, who numbered about twelve thousand, success¬ 
fully withstood the attack of the unbelievers, though they 
were more than double their number, and the remnant of the 
defeated party embraced the religion of the victors. Before 
the close of the eleventh century the whole nation had 
become Muhammadan and had among them men learned 
in Muslim theology and jurisprudence.^ In the reign of 
the Emperor Jahangir (1605-1628) there was a certain 
Sunni theologian, named Shaykh Ahmad Mujaddid, who 
especially distinguished himself by the energy with which 
he controverted the doctrines of the Shi'ahs : the latter, 
being at this time in favour at court, succeeded in having 
him imprisoned on some frivolous charge; during the two 
years that he was kept in prison he converted to Islam 
several hundred idolaters who were his companions in the 
same prison.^ In more recent times, an Indian mawlavi, 
who had been sentenced to transportation for life to the 
Andaman Islands by the British Government, because he 
had taken an active part in the Wahhabi conspiracy of 
1864, converted many of the convicts before his death. 
In Central Africa, an Arab chief condemned to death by 
the Belgians, spent his last hours in trying to convert to 
Islam the Christian missionary who had been sent to bring 
him the consolations of religion.^ 

Such being the missionary zeal of the Muslims, that they 

^ The Pechenegs at that time occupied the country between the lower 
Danube and the Don, to which they had migrated from the banks of the, 
Ural at the end of the ninth century. (Karamsin, vol. i. pp. 180-1,) 

2 Abu ‘Ubayd al-BakrI (died 1094), PP- 467-8. 

^ ^ulam Sarwar : Khazinat al-Asfiya, vol. i. p. 613. 

* D. Crawford : Thinking Black, p. 202. (London, 1913.) 
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are ready to speak in season and out of season, —as Doughty, 
with fine insight, says, Their talk is continually (without 
hypocrisy) of religion, which is of genial devout remembrance 
to them,'' ^—let us now consider some of the causes that 
have contributed to their success. 

Foremost among these is the simplicity ^ of the Muslim 
creed. There is no god but God; Muhammad is the 
Apostle of God. Assent to these two simple doctrines is all 
that is demanded of the convert, and the whole history of 
Muslim dogmatics fails to present any attempt on the part 
of ecclesiastical assemblies to force on the mass of believers 
any symbol couched in more elaborate and complex terms. 
This simple creed demands no great trial of faith, arouses 
as a rule no particular intellectual difficulties and is within*^ 
the compass of the meanest intelligence. Unencumbered 
with theological subtleties, it may be expounded by any, 
even the most unversed in theological expression. The 
first half of it enunciates a doctrine that is almost universally 
accepted by men as a necessary postulate, while the second 
half is based on a theory of man's relationship to God that 
is almost equally wide-spread, viz. that at intervals in the 
world's history God grants some revelation of Himself to 
men through the mouthpiece of inspired prophets. This, 
the rationalistic character of the Muslim creed, and the 
advantage it reaps therefrom in its missionary efforts, have 
nowhere been more admirably brought out than in the 
following sentences of Professor Montet : — 

Islam is a religion that is essentially rationalistic in the 
widest sense of this term considered etymologically and 
historically. The definition of rationalism as a system that 
bases religious beliefs on principles furnished by the reason, 
applies to it exactly. It is true that Muhammad, who was 
an enthusiast and possessed, too, the ardour of faith and the 
fire of conviction, that precious quality he transmitted to so 
many of his disciples, — brought forward his reform as a 


1 Doughty, vol. ii. p. 39- . . , . ^ 

This was emphasised by Marracci in the seventeenth century. 

r.antiim excedentia, vel na 


‘ Si 


“ this was empnasisea oy iviaridL-L,! m ...— V . r 

ethnicus mysteria humani intellectus captum excedentia, vel naturali 
conditioni et imbecillitati difficillima. si non impossibilia, cum Alcoranica 
doctrina comparaverit, statim ab his refugiet, et ad ilia ohvns ulnis 
accurret." (Alcorani textus . . . translatus. p. 9 - Patavn, 169S.) 
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revelation : but this kind of revelation is only one form of 
exposition and his religion has all the marks of a collection of 
doctrines founded on the data of reason. To believers, the 
Muhammadan creed is summed up in belief in the unity of 
God and in the mission of His Prophet, and to ourselves 
who coldly analyse his doctrines, to belief in God and a 
future life; these two dogmas, the minimum of religious 
belief, statements that to the religious man rest on the firm 
basis of reason, sum up the whole doctrinal teaching of the 
Qur’an. The simplicity and the clearness of this teaching 
are certainly among the most obvious forces at work in the 
religion and the missionary activity of Islam. It cannot 
be denied that many doctrines and systems of theology and 
also many superstitions, from the worship of saints to the 
use of rosaries and amulets, have become grafted on to the 
main trunk of the Muslim creed. But in spite of the rich 
development, in every sense of the term, of the teachings 
of the Prophet, the Qur’an has invariably kept its place as 
the fundamental starting-point, and the dogma of the unity 
of God has always been proclaimed therein with a grandeur, 
a majesty, an invariable purity and with a note of sure 
conviction, which it is hard to find surpassed outside the 
pale of Islam. This fidelity to the fundamental dogma of 
the religion, the elemental simplicity of the formula in 
which it is enunciated, the proof that it gains from the 
fervid conviction of the missionaries who propagate it, are 
so many causes to explain the success of Muhammadan 
missionary efforts. A creed so precise, so stripped of all 
theological complexities and consequently so accessible to 
the ordinary understanding, might be expected to possess 
and does indeed possess a marvellous power of winning its 
way into the consciences of men.” ^ 

Bishop Lefroy considers that the ‘‘ secret of the extra¬ 
ordinary power for conquest and advance which Islam has 
in its best ages evinced ” is to be found in its recognition of 
the Existence of God rather than the Unity of God. '' Not 
so niuch that God is one as that God IS —that His existence 
is the ultimate fact of the universe—that His will is supreme 

^ Edouard Montet ; La propagande chrtdienne et ses adversaires 
musulmans, pp. 17--18. (Paris, 1890.) 
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—His sovereignty absolute—His power limitless . . . the 
conviction that, amidst all the chaos and confusion and 
disorders of the world which so fearfully obscure it, there 
is nevertheless, an ultimate Will, resistless, supreme, and 
that man is called to be a minister of that Will, to promul¬ 
gate it, to compel—if necessary by very simple and elemen¬ 
tary means indeed—obedience to that Will — this it was 
which welded the Mohammedan hosts into so invincible 
an engine of conquest, which inspired them with a spirit 
of military subordination and discipline, as well as with a 
contempt of death, such as has probably never been sur¬ 
passed in any system—this it is which, so far as it is still 
in any true sense operative amongst Mohammadans, gives 
at once that backbone of character, that firmness of deter¬ 
mination and strength of will, and also that uncomplaining 
patience and submission in the presence of the bitterest 
misfortune, which characterise and adorn the best adherents 
of the creed.” ^ 

When the convert has accepted and learned this simple 
creed, he has then to be instructed in the five practical 
duties of his religion : (i) recital of the creed, (2) observance 
of the five appointed times of prayer, (3) payment of the 
legal alms, (4) fasting during the month of Ramadan, 
and (5) the pilgrimage to Mecca. 

The observance of this last duty has often been objected 
to as a strange survival of idolatry in the midst of the 
monotheism of the Prophet’s teaching, but it must be borne 
in mind that to him it connected itself with Abraham, whose 
religion it was his mission to restore.^ But above all — and 
herein is its supreme importance in the missionary histor}^ 
of Islam—it ordains a yearly gathering of believers, of all 
nations and languages, brought together from all parts of 
the world, to pray in that sacred place towards which their 
faces are set in every hour of private worship in their distant 
homes. No fetch of religious genius could have conceived 
a better expedient for impressing on the minds of the faithful 
a sense of their common life and of their brotherhood in the 
bonds of faith. Here, in a supreme act of common worship, 

1 Mankind and the Church, p. 283-4. (London, 1907.) 

2 Qur’an, ii. 118-26. 
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the Negro of the west coast of Africa meets the Chinaman 
from the distant east; the com ly and polished Ottoman 
recognises his brother Muslim in the wild islander from the 
farthest end of the Malayan Sea. At the same time through¬ 
out the whole Muhammadan world the hearts of believers 
are lifted up in sympathy with their more fortunate brethren 
gathered together in t’ ^ sacred city, as in their own homes 

\il of Td al-Adha or (as it is called 
he feast of Bayram. Their visit to 
n to many Muslims the experience 
ip to “ strive in the path of God,'' 
'•es constant reference has been made 
by the hajis in missionary work. 

A of the pilgrimage, the payment 
of the legal alms is aaother duty that continually reminds 
the Muslim that the faithful are brothers " ^—a religious 
theory that is very strikingly realised in Muhammadan 
society and seldom fails to express itself in acts of kindness 
towards the new convert. Whatever be his race, colour 
or antecedents he is received into the brotherhood of 
believers and takes his place as an equal among equals. 

It is not, however, true, as some European writers have 
maintained, that if an unbeliever is the slave of a Muslim 
his conversion to Islam procures for him his manumission, 
for, according to Muhammadan law, the conversion of a 
slave does not affect the prior state of bondage;^ and the 
condition of the Muslim slave has varied much according 
tO; he character of his master. But freedom is in many 
mces the reward of conversion, and devout minds have 
recognised in enslavement God's guidance to the true 
i, as the negroes from the Upper Nile countries, whom 
^hty met in Arabia. ‘‘ In those Africans there is no 
res( itment that they have been made slaves . . . even 
though cruel men-stealers rent them from their parentage. 
The patrons who paid their price have adopted them into 
their households, the males are circumcised and—that 
which enfranchises their souls, even in the long passion of 
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^ Qur’an, xlix. lo. 

^ W. H. Macnaghten : Principles and Precedents of Moohummudan Law, 
p. 312. (Madras, 1882.) 
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home-sichness—God has visited them in their mishap ; they 
can say ' it was His grace,' since they be thereby entered 
into the saving religion. This, therefore, they think is the 
better country, where they are the Lord’s free men, a 
land of more civil life, the soil of the two Sanctuaries, 
the land of Mohammed :—for such they do give God thanks 
that their bodies were sometime sold into slavery ! ” 1 
Very effective also, both in winning and retaining, is the 
ordinance of the daily prayers five times a day. Montes¬ 
quieu 2 has well said, ‘‘ Une religion chargee de beaucoup de 
pratiques attache plus a elle qu’une autre qui Test moins; 
on tient beaucoup aux choses don^ on est continuelle- 
ment occupe.” The religion of the Muslim is continually 
present with him and in the daily prayer manifests itself 
in a solemn and impressive ritual, which cannot leave 
either the worshipper or the spectator unaffected. Sa'id 
b. Hasan, an Alexandrian Jew, who embraced Islam 
in the year 1298, speaks of the sight of the Friday 
prayer in a mosque as a determining factor in his own 
conversion. During a severe illness he had had a vision 
in which a voice bade him declare himself a Muslim. '' And 
when I entered the mosque ” (he goes on) '' and saw the 
Muslims standing in rows like angels, I heard a voice speaking 
within me, ' This is the community whose coming was 
announced by the prophets (on whom be blessings and 
peace !) ’; and when the preacher came forth clad in his 
black robe, a deep feeling of awe fell upon me . . . and wh^'in 
he closed his sermon with the words, ' Verily God enjoin^ th 
justice and kindness and the giving of gifts to kinsfolk, Phd 
He forbiddeth wickedness and wrong and oppression, ^te 
warneth you; haply ye will be mindful.’ ^ And when f^he 
prayer began, I was mightily uplifted, for the rows^ ^of 
the Muslims appeared to me like rows of angels, to wL'^e 
prostrations and genuflections God Almighty was revealihg 
Himself, and I heard a voice within me saying, ‘ If God 
spake twice unto the people of Israel throughout the ages, 
verily He speaketh unto this community in every time of 

1 Arabia Deserta, vol. i. pp. 554 - 5 * 

2 De I'Esprit des Lois, livre xxv. chap. 2. 

3 Qnr., chap. xvi. v. 92. 
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prayer/ and I was convinced in my mind that I had been 
created to be a Muslim.” ^ 

If Renan could say, ‘‘ Je ne suis jamais entre dans une 
mosquee sans une vive emotion, le dirai-je ? sans un certain 
regret de n'etre pas musulman,” ^ it can be readily understood 
how the sight of the Muslim trader at prayer, his frequent 
prostrations, his absorbed and silent worship of the Unseen, 
would impress the heathen African, endued with that strong 
sense of the mysterious such as generally accompanies a low 
stage of civilisation. Curiosity would naturally prompt 
inquiry, and the knowledge of Islam thus imparted might 
sometimes win over a convert who might have turned aside 
had it been offered unsought, as a free gift. Of the fast 
during the month of Ramadan, it need only be said that it 
is a piece of standing evidence against the theory that Islam 
is a religious system that attracts by pandering to the self- 
indulgence of men. As Carlyle has said, ” His religion is 
not an easy one : with rigorous fasts, lavations, strict complex 
formulas, prayers five times a day, and abstinence from 
wine, it did not succeed by being an easy religion.” 

Bound up with these and other ritual observances, but 
not encumbered or obscured by them, the articles of the 
Muslim creed are incessantly finding outward manifestation 
in the life of the believer, and thus, becoming inextricably 
interwoven with the routine of his daily life, make the 
individual Musalman an exponent and teacher of his creed 

1 Goldziher, Sa'id b. Hasan d’Alexandrie. (Revue des ]^tudes Juives, 
tome XXX, pp. 17-18.) (Paris, 1895). 

2 Ernest Renan: L'Islamisme et la Science, p. 19. (Paris, 1883.) 

This has been emphasised by many observers, but it will be enough 

here to quote the words of an eminent Christian bishop. " No one who 
comes in contact for the first time with Mohammedans can fail to be struck 
by this aspect of their faith. . . . Wherever one may be, in open street, in 
railway station, in the field, it is the most ordinary thing to see a man, 
without the slightest touch of Pharisaism or parade, quietly and humbly 
leaving whatever pursuit he may be at the moment engaged in, in order 
to say his prayers at the appointed hour. On a larger scale, no one who 
has ever seen the courtyard of the Great Mosque at Delhi on the last 
Friday in the fast-month (Ramazan) filled to overflowing with, perhaps, 
15,000 worshippers, all wholly absorbed in prayer, and manifesting the 
profoundest reverence and humility in every gesture, can fail to be deeply 
impressed by the sight, or to get a glimpse of the power which underlies 
such a system; while the very regularity of the daily call to prayer, as it 
rings out at earliest dawn, before Ught commences, or amid all the noise 
and bustle of the business hours, or again as the evening closes in, is fraught 
with the same message." (Dr. G. A. Lefroy: Mankind and the Church, 
pp. 287-8. (London, 1907.)) 
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far more than is the case with the adherents of most other 
religions.^ Couched in such short and simple language, his 
creed makes but little demand upon the intellect, and the 
definiteness, positiveness, and minuteness of the ritual leave 
the believer in no doubt as to what he has to do, and these 
duties performed, he has the satisfaction of feeling that he 
has fulfiled all the precepts of the Law. In this union of 
rationalism and ritualism, we may find, to a great extent, 
the secret of the power that Islam has exercised over the 
minds of men. '' If you would win the great masses give 
them the truth in rounded form, neat and clear, in visible 
and tangible guise.’' ^ 

Many other circumstances might be adduced that have 
contributed towards the missionary success of Islam —cir¬ 
cumstances peculiar to particular times and countries. 
Among these may be mentioned the advantage that Mu¬ 
hammadan missionary work derives from the fact of its 
being so largely in the hands of traders, especially in Africa 
and other uncivilised countries where the people are naturally 
suspicious of the foreigner. For, in the case of the trader, 
his well-known and harmless avocation secures to him an 
immunity from any such feelings of suspicion, while his 
knowledge of men and manners, his commercial savoir-faire, 
gain for him a ready reception, and remove that feeling of 
constraint which might naturally arise in the presence of 
the stranger. He labours under no such disadvantages as 
hamper the professed missionary, who is liable to be sus¬ 
pected of some sinister motive, not only by people whose 
range of experience and mental horizon are limited and to 
whom the idea of any man enduring the perils of a long 
journey and laying aside every mundane occupation for 
the sole purpose of gaining proselytes, is inexplicable, but 
also by more civilised men of the world who are very prone 
to doubt the sincerity of the paid missionary agent. 

The circumstances are very different when Islam has not 
to appear as a suppliant in a foreign country, but stands 
forth proudly as the religion of the ruling race. In the 

^ “ One may notice and admire the kind of chivalrous pride which the 
average Mohammedan takes in his faith." (Bishop Lefroy ; Mankind and 

2 A. Kuen^: National Religions and Universal Religions, p. 35. (London, 
1882.)* 
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preceding pages it has been shown that the theory of the 
Muslim faith enjoins toleration and freedom of religious life 
for all those followers of other faiths who pay tribute in 
return for protection, and though the pages of Muhammadan 
history are stained with the blood of many cruel persecu¬ 
tions, stiU, on the whole, unbelievers have enjoyed under 
Muhammadan rule a measure of toleration, the like of which 
is not to be found in Europe until quite modern times. 
Forcible conversion was forbidden, in accordance with the 
precepts of the Qur'an :—‘‘ Let there be no compulsion in 
religion " (ii. 257). ‘‘ Wilt thou compel men to become 

believers ? No soul can believe but by the permission of 
God " (x. 99, 100). The very existence of so many Christian 
sects and communities in countries that have been for 
centuries under Muhammadan rule is an abiding testimony 
to the toleration they have enjoyed, and shows that the 
persecutions they have from time to time been called upon 
to endure at the hands of bigots and fanatics, have been 
excited by some special and local circumstances rather than 
inspired by a settled principle of intolerance.^ 

^ c. g. The persecution, under al-Mutawakkil, by the orthodox reaction 
against all forms of deviation from the popular creed : in Persia and other 
parts of Asia about the end of the thirteenth century in revenge for the 
domineering and insulting behaviour of the Christians in the hour of their 
advancement and power under the early Mongols. (MaqrizI (2), Tome i. 
Premiere Partie, pp. 98, 106.) Assemani (tom. iii. pars. ii. p.c.), speaking 
of the causes that have excited the persecution of the Christians under 
Muhammadan rule, says :—“ Non raro persecutionis procellam excitarunt 
mutuae Christianorum ipsorum simultates, sacerdotum licentia, praesulum 
fastus, tyrannica magnatum potestas, et medicorum praesertim scriba- 
rumque de supremo in gentem suam imperio altercationes.'" During the 
crusades the Christians of the East frequently fell under the suspicion of 
favouring the invasions of their co-religionists from the West, and in modern 
Turkey the movement for Greek Independence and the religious sympathies 
it excited in Christian Europe contributed to make the lot of the subject 
Christian races harder than it would have been, had they not been suspected 
of disloyalty and disaffection towards their Muhammadan ruler. De 
Gobineau has expressed himself very strongly on this question of the 
toleration of Islam : “ Si Ton separe la doctrine religieuse de la necessite 
politique qui souvent a parle et agi en son nom, il n'est pas de religion 
plus tolerante, on pourrait presque dire plus indifferente sur la foi des 
hommes que ITslam. , Cette disposition organique est si forte qu’en dehors 
des cas ou la raison d’Etat mise en jeu a porte les gouvernements musulmans 
a se faire arme de tout pour tendre a I’unite de foi, la tolerance la plus 
complete a ete la regie fournie par le dogme. . . . Qu'on ne s’arrete pas 
aux violences, aux cruautes commises dans une occasion ou dans une autre. 
Si on y regarde de pres, on ne tardera pas a y decouvrir des causes toutes 
politiques ou toutes de passion humaine et de temperament chez le souverain 
ou dans les populations. Le fait religieux n'y est invoque que comme 
pretexte et, enrealite, il reste en dehors.” (A. de Gobineau (i), pp. 24-5.) 


CONCLUSION 


421 


At such times of persecution, the pressure of circumstances 
has driven many unbelievers to become—outwardly at least 
—Muhammadans, and many instances might be given of 
individuals who, on particular occasions, have been harassed 
into submission to the religion of the Qur’an. But sucli 
oppression is wholly without the sanction of I\luhammadan 
law, either religious or civil. The passages in the Qur’an 
that forbid forced conversion and enjoin preaching as the 
sole legitimate method of spreading the faith have already 
been quoted above (Introduction, pp. 5-6), and the same 
doctrine is upheld by the decisions of the Muhammadan 
doctors. When Moses Maimonides, who under the fanatical 
rule of the Almohads had feigned conversion to Islam, fled 
to Egypt and there openly declared himself to be a Jew, a 
Muslim jurisconsult from Spain denounced him for his 
apostasy and demanded that the extreme penalty of the 
law should be inflicted on him for this offence; but the case 
was quashed by al-QadI al-Fadil, 'Abd al-RahIm b. ‘Ali,^ 
one of the most famous of Muslim judges, and the prime 
minister of the great Saladin, who authoritatively declared 
that a man who had been converted to Islam by force could 
not be rightly considered to be a Muslim.^ In the same 
spirit, when Qiazan (1295-1304) discovered that the Buddhist 
monks who had become Muhammadans at the beginning of 
his reign (when their temples had been destroyed) only 
made a pretence of being converted, he granted permission 
to all those who so wished to return to Tibet, where among 
their Buddhist fellow-countrymen they would be free once 
more to follow their own faith.^ Tavernier tells us a similar 
story of some Jews of Ispahan who were so grievously 
persecuted by the governor that either by force or cunning 
he caused them to turn Mahometans; but the king (Shah 
'Abbas II) (1642-1667), understanding that only power and 
fear had constrained them to turn, suffer’d them to resume 
their own religion and to live in quiet.” ^ A story of a much 
earlier traveller^ in Persia, in 1478, shows how even in those 
turbulent times a Muhammadan governor set himself to 


For a biography of him, see Ibn Kiallikan, vol. ii. pp. m—15* 
Barhebraeus (2), pp. 417-18. 

C. d'Ohsson, vol. iv. p. 281. Tavernier (i), P- • 

Viaggio di losafa Barbero nella Persia. (Ramusio, vol. 11. p. m.) 
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severely crush an outburst of fanaticism of the same char¬ 
acter. A rich Armenian merchant of the city of Tabriz was 
sitting in his shop one day when a Hajl,^ with a reputation 
for sanctity, coming up to him importuned him to become 
a Musalman and abandon his Christian faith; when the 
merchant expressed his intention of remaining steadfast 
in his religion and offered the fellow alms with the hope of 
getting rid of him, he replied that what he wanted was not 
his alms but his conversion; and at length, enraged at the 
persistent refusal of the merchant, suddenly snatched a 
sword out of the hand of a bystander and struck the mer¬ 
chant a mortal blow on the head and then ran away. When 
the Governor of the city heard the news, he was very angry 
and ordered the murderer to be pursued and captured; the 
culprit having been brought into his presence, the governor 
stabbed him to death with his own hand and ordered 
his body to be cast forth to be devoured by dogs, saying : 

What! is this the way in which the religion of Muhammad 
spreads ? ” At nightfall, the common people took up the 
body and buried it, whereupon the Governor, enraged at this 
contempt of his order, gave up the place for three or four 
hours to be sacked by his soldiers and afterwards imposed 
a fine as a further penalty; also he called the son of the 
merchant to him and comforted him and caressed him with 
good and kindly words. Even the mad al-Hakim (996- 
1020), whose persecutions caused many Jews and Christians 
to abandon their own faith and become Musalmans, after¬ 
wards allowed these unwilling converts to return again to 
their own religion and rebuild their ruined places of worship. ^ 
Neglected as the Eastern Christians have been by their 
Christian brethren in the West, unarmed for the most part 
and utterly defenceless, it would have been easy for any 
of the powerful rulers of Islam to have utterly rooted out 

^ If indeed by Azi is meant Haji. 

2 Makin, p. 260. Similarly, about a century before, al-Muqtadir (a.d. 
908-932) gave orders for the rebuilding of some churches at Ramlah in 
Palestine which had been destroyed by Muhammadans during a riot, the 
cause of which is not recorded. (Eutychius, ii. p. 82.) Abu Salih makes 
mention of the rebuilding of a great many churches and monasteries in Egypt 
which had either been destroyed in time of war (e. g. during the invasion 
of the Ghuzz and the Kurds in 1164) (pp. 91, 96, 112, 120), been wrecked 
by fanatics (pp. 85-6, 182, and Maqrizi quoted in the Appendix pp. 327-8), 
or fallen into decay (pp.^S. 87, 103-4). 
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their Christian subjects or banished them from their domin¬ 
ions, as the Spaniards did the Moors, or the English the 
Jews for nearly four centuries. It would have been perfectly 
possible for Salim I (in 1514) or Ibrahim (in 1646) to have 
put into execution the barbarous notion they conceived of 
exterminating their Christian subjects, just as the former 
had massacred 40,000 Shi'ahs with the aim of establishing 
uniformity of religious belief among his Muhammadan 
subjects. The muftis who turned the minds of their masters 
from such a cruel purpose, did so as the exponents of IMuslim 
law and Muslim tolerance.^ 

Still, though the principle that found so much favour in 
Germany in the seventeenth century ^—Cuius regio eius 
religio,—was never adopted by any Muhammadan potentate, 
it is obvious that the fact of Islam being the state religion 
could not fail to have had some influence in increasing the 
number of its adherents. Persons on whom their religious 
faith sat lightly would be readily influenced by considerations 
of worldly advantage, and ambition and self-interest would 
take the place of more laudable motives for conversion. 
St. Augustine made a similar complaint in the fifth century, 
that many entered the Christian Church merely because 
they hoped to gain some temporal advantage thereby: 
** Quam multi non quaerunt lesum, nisi ut illis faciat bene 
secundum tempus ! Alius negotium habet, quaerit inter- 
cessionem clericorum; alius premitur a potentiore, fugit ad 
ecclesiam; alius pro se vult interveniri apud eum apud quern 
parum valet : ille sic, ille sic; impletur quotidie talibus 
ecclesia.'' ^ 

Moreover, to the barbarous and uncivilised tribes that saw 
the glory and majesty of the empire of the Arabs in the 
heyday of its power, Islam must have appeared as imposing 
and have exercised as powerful a fascination as the Christian 
faith when presented to the Barbarians of Northern Europe, 
when ‘‘ They found Christianity in the Empire— Christianity 
refined and complex, imperious and pompous Christianity 


1 A. de la Jonquiere, pp. 203, 213, 312. 4. fire 

2 E. Charveriat: Histoire de la Guerre de Trente Ans, tome 11. pp. 615, 

625. (Paris. 1878.) 

3 In loannis Evangelium Tractatus, xxv. ^ 10, 
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enthroned by the side of kings, and sometimes paramount 
above them/' ^ 

Added to this must often have been the slow, persistent 
influence of daily contact with Muslim life and thought, 
such as led even a Nestorian writer of the twelfth century 
to add words of blessing to the mention of the name of the 
Prophet and the early caliphs,^ and to pray for the mercy of 
God on the caliph ‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-‘AzIz.^ In modern 
times Christian missionaries complain that the system of 
public instruction in Egypt under the British occupation, 
according to which “ Christian boys are often compelled to 
sit and listen to the Koran and Din (religious teaching) being 
taught to their Moslem companions when there is no room 
where they can be separated," ^ tends to give the Muhamma¬ 
dans a preponderating influence over their Christian fellow- 
students. One of the most active of the followers of the 
late Mufti Muhammad ‘Abduh was originally a Coptic 
medical student, who had been won over to Islam through 
the influence of the religious instruction he had heard given 
in school hours. ^ 

But the recital of such motives as little accounts for all 
cases of conversion in the one religion as in the other, and 
they should not make us lose sight of other factors in the 
missionary life of Islam, whose influence has been of a more 
distinctly religious character. Foremost among these is 
the influence of the devout lives of the followers of Islam. 
Strange as it may appear to a generation accustomed to 
look upon Islam as a cloak for all kinds of vice, it is never¬ 
theless true that in earlier times many Christians who have 
come into contact with a living Muslim society have been 
profoundly impressed by the virtues exhibited therein; if 
these could so strike the traveller and the stranger, they 
would no doubt have some influence of attraction on the 

^ C. Merivale : The Conversion of the Northern Nations, p. 102. (London, 
1866.) 

* Mari b. Sulayman, p. 62 ( 11 . 4, 6, 13). The learned Maronite, Yusuf 
Sim'an al-Sim'ani, in the eighteenth century, thus expressed his horror at 
such a concession to Muslim sentiment: “ Mahometi eiusque sectariorum 
laudes persequitur, et quod sine horrore dici nequit, ilUus pseudo- 
prophetae nomen es adiuncto praeconio memorat, quo Mahometani 
solent, nimirum(Assemani, tom. iii, pars. i. p. 585.) 

3 Mari b. Sulayman, p. 65 ( 1 . 16). 

* Methods of Mission Work among Moslems, p. 62. ® Id. pp. 61-4. 
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unbeliever who came in daily contact with them. Ricoldus 
de Monte Crucis, a Dominican missionary who visited the 
East at the close of the thirteenth century, thus breaks out 
in praise of the Muslims among whom he had laboured : 
" Obstupuimus, quomodo in lege tante perfidie poterant 
opera tante perfectionis inveniri. Referemus igitur hie 
breviter opera perfectionis Sarracenorum. . . . Quis enim 
non obstupescat, si diligenter consideret, quanta in ipsis 
Sarracenis sollicitudo ad studium, devocio in oratione, 
misericordia ad pauperes, reverencia ad nomen Dei et 
prophetas et loca sancta, gravitas in moribus, affabilitas 
ad extraneos, concordia et amor ad suos ? ^ William 

Petit of Newburgh in similar manner, towards the end 
of the twelfth century, praised the sobriety of the Saracens 
as the outcome of the teaching of their Prophet and as 
inspiring them with a sense of moral superiority over the 
Christians : ” Gulosos vero atque ebriosos, orbi terrarum 
graves abominatus, sobrietatem docuit, ciborum delicias 
sugillavit, vini usum, praeterquam paucis certisque diebus 
solemnibus, interdixit [Macometus]. Inde est, quod cum 
Sarraceni in fluxu libidinum de sui, ut dictum est, seduc- 
toris indulgentia probentur esse spurcissimi; nostris, proh 
dolor ! in frugalitate superiores esse videntur, nobisque, 
proh pudor ! comessationum et ebrietatum sordes impro- 
perant. Denique malleus Christiani nominis Saladinus 
ante annos aliquot, cum nostrorum mores explorans, audisset 
quod pluribus in prandio ferculis uterentur, dixisse fertur, 
* tales Terra Sancta indignos esse.' Unde constat, quod 
luxus nostrorum conspectus Agarenos, de frugalitate glori- 
antes, contra nos incitet animetque tanquam dicentes, 
‘ Deus dereliquit crapulatos istos, persequamur et compre- 
hendamus, quia non est qui eripiat.’ " ^ 

The literature of the Crusades is rich in such appreciations 
of Muslim virtues, while the Ottoman Turks in the early days 
of their rule in Europe received many a tribute of praise from 
Christian lips, as has already been sho^vn in a former chapter. 

At the present day there are two chief factors (beyond 
such of the above-mentioned as still hold good) that make for 

2 Rerum Anglicarum Willelmi Parvi de Newburgh, ed. Hans 

Claude Hamilton, vol. ii. p. 158. (London, 1856.) 
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missionary activity in the Muslim world. The first of these 
is the revival of religious life which dates from the Wahhabi 
reformation at the end of the eighteenth century; though this 
new departure has long lost all political significance outside 
the confines of Najd, as a religious revival its influence is felt 
throughout Africa, India and the Malay Archipelago even 
to the present day, and has given birth to numerous move¬ 
ments which take rank among the most powerful influences 
in the Islamic world. In the preceding pages it has already 
been shown how closely connected many of the modern 
Muslim missions are with this wide-spread revival : the 
fervid zeal it has stirred up, the new life it has infused into 
existing religious institutions, the impetus it has given to 
theological study and to the organisation of devotional 
exercises, have all served to awake and keep alive the innate 
proselytising spirit of Islam. 

Side by side with this reform movement, is another of an 
entirely different character—for, to mention one point of 
difference only, while the former is strongly opposed to 
European civilisation, the latter is rather in sympathy with 
modern thought and offers a presentment of Islam in accord¬ 
ance therewith,—viz. the Pan-Islamic movement, which 
seeks to bind all the nations of the Muslim world in a common 
bond of sympathy. Though in no way so significant as the 
other, still this trend of thought gives a powerful stimulus 
to missionary labours; the effort to realise in actual life the 
Muslim ideal of the brotherhood of all believers reacts on 
collateral ideals of the faith, and the sense of a vast unity 
and of a common life running through the nations inspirits 
the hearts of the faithful and makes them bold to speak in 
the presence of the unbelievers. 

What further influence these two movements will have on 
the missionary life of Islam, the future only can show. But 
their very activity at the present day is a proof that Islam 
is not dead. The spiritual energy of Islam is not, as has 
been so often maintained, commensurate with its political 
power.^ On the contrary, the loss of political power and 

^ Frederick Denison Maurice was giving expression to one of the most 
commonly received opinions regarding this faith when he said, “ It has 
been [proved that Mahometanism can only thrive while it is aiming at 
conquest.” (The Rehgions of the World, p. 28.) (Cambridge, 1852.) 
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worldly prosperity has served to bring to the front the finer 
spiritual qualities which are the truest incentives to mission¬ 
ary work. Islam has learned the uses of adversity, and so 
far from a decline in worldly prosperity being a presage of 
the decay of this faith, it is significant that those very 
Muslim countries that have been longest under Christian 
rule show themselves most active in the work of proselytising. 
The Indian and Malay Muhammadans display a zeal and 
enthusiasm for the spread of the faith, which one looks for 
in vain in Turkey or Morocco. 


APPENDIX I. 


LETTER OF AL-HASHIMl INVITING AL-KINDI TO EMBRACE 

ISLAM. 

The following is the text of al-Hashimfs letter inviting 
al-Kindi to embrace Islam:—“ In the name of God, 
the Merciful, the Compassionate. I have begun this letter 
with the salutation of peace and blessing after the 
fashion of my lord and the lord of the prophets, 
Muhammad, the Apostle of God (may the peace and mercy 
of God be upon him !). For those trustworthy, righteous 
and truthful persons who have handed down to us the 
traditions of our Prophet (peace be upon him !) have 
related this tradition concerning him that such was his habit 
and that whenever he began to converse with men he would 
commence with the salutation of peace and blessing and 
made no distinction of dhimmis and illiterate, between 
Muslims and polytheists, saying ' I am sent to be kind and 
considerate to all men and not to deal roughly or harshly 
with them,' and quoting the words of God, ‘ Verily God 
is kind and merciful to believers.' Likewise I have ob¬ 
served that those of our Khalifahs that I have met, followed 
the footsteps of their Prophet in courtesy, nobility, gracious¬ 
ness and beneficence, and made no distinctions in this 
matter and preferred none before another. So I have 
followed this excellent way and have begun my letter with 
the salutation of peace and blessing, that I be blamed of 
none who sees my letter. 

I have been guided therein by my affection towards you 
because my lord and prophet, Muhammad (may the peace 
and mercy of God be upon him !) used to say that love of 
kinsmen is true piety and religion. So I have written this 
to you in obedience to the Apostle of God (may the peace 

428 


APPENDIX I 


429 


and mercy of God be upon him !), feeling bound to show 
gratitude for the services you have done us, and because of 
the love and affection and inclination that you show to¬ 
wards us, and because of the favour of my lord and cousin 
the Commander of the Faithful (may God assist him !) 
towards you and his trust in you and his praise of you. So 
in all sincerity desiring for you what I desire for myself, my 
family and my parents, I will set forth the religion that we 
hold, and that God has approved of for us and for all creatures 
and for which He has promised a good reward in the end 
and safety from punishment when unto Him we shall return. 
... So I have sought to gain for you what I would gain 
for myself; and seeing your high moral life, vast learning, 
nobility of character, your virtuous behaviour, lofty qualities 
and your extensive influence over your co-religionists, I 
have had compassion on you lest you should continue in 
your present faith. Therefore I have determined to set 
before you what the favour of God has revealed to us and to 
expound unto you our faith with good and gentle speech, 
following the commandment of God, " Dispute not with the 
people of the book except in the best way.' (xxix. 45.) So 
I will discuss with you only in words well-chosen, good and 
mild; perchance you may be aroused and return to the true 
path and incline unto the words of the Most High God which 
He has sent down to the last of the Prophets and lord of the 
children of Adam, our Prophet Muhammad (the peace and 
blessing of God be upon him !). I have not despaired of 
success, but had hope of it for you from God who showeth 
the right path to whomsoever He willeth, and I have prayed 
that He may make me an instrument to this end. God in 
His perfect book says ‘ Verily the religion before God is 
Islam ' (hi. 17), and again, confirming His first saying, 
‘ And whoso desireth any other religion than Islam, it shall 
by no means therefore be accepted from him, and in the next 
world he shall be among the lost (iii. 79 )» again He 
confirms it decisively, when He says, ^ O believers, fear God 
as He deserveth to be feared j and die not without having 
become Muslims.' (iii. 97.) 

And you know— (May God deliver you from the ignorance 
of unbelief and open your heart to the light of faith !) 
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that I am one over whom many years have passed and I 
have sounded the depths of other faiths and weighed them 
and studied many of their books especially your books.” 
[Here he enumerates the chief books of the Old and New 
Testaments, and explains how he has studied the various 
Christian sects.] ‘‘ I have met with many monks, famous 
for their austerities and vast knowledge, have visited many 
churches and monasteries, and have attended their prayers. 
. . . I have observed their extraordinary diligence, their 
kneeling and prostrations and touching the ground with their 
cheeks and beating it with their foreheads and humble 
bearing throughout their prayers, especially on Sunday and 
Friday nights, and on their festivals when they keep watch 
all night standing on their feet praising and glorifying God 
and confessing Him, and when they spend the whole day 
standing in prayer, continually repeating the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and in the days of their re¬ 
treats which they call Holy Week when they stand barefooted 
in sackcloth and ashes, with much weeping and shedding of 
tears continually, and wailing with strange cries. I have 
seen also their sacrifices, with what cleanliness they keep the 
bread for it, and the long prayers they recite with great 
humility when they elevate it over the altar in the well- 
known church at Jerusalem with those cups full of wine, 
and I have observed also the meditations of the monks in 
their cells during their six fasts,—i. e. the four greater and 
the two less, etc. On all such occasions I have been present 
and observant of the people. Also I have visited their 
Metropolitans and Bishops, renowned for their learning and 
their devotion to the Christian faith and extreme austerity 
in the world, and have discussed with them impartially, 
seeking for the truth, laying aside all contentiousness, 
ostentation of learning and imperiousness in altercation and 
bitterness and pride of race. I have given them opportunity 
to maintain their arguments and speak out their minds with¬ 
out interruption or browbeating, as is done by the vulgar 
and illiterate and foolish persons among our co-religionists 
who have no principle to work up to or reasons on which to 
rest, or religious feeling or good manners to restrain them 
from rudeness; their speech is but browbeating and proud 
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altercation and they have no knowledge or arguments except 
taking advantage of the rule of the government. When¬ 
ever I have held discussions with them and asked them to 
speak freely as their reason, their creed and their conclusion 
prompted, they have spoken openly and without deception 
of any kind, and their inward feelings have been laid bare 
to me as plainly as their outward appearance. So I have 
written at such length to you (may God show you the better 
way !) after long consideration and profound inquiry and 
investigation, so that none may suspect that I am ignorant 
of the things whereof I write and that all into whose hands 
this letter may come, may know that I have an accurate 
knowledge of the Christian faith. 

‘‘ So, now (may God shower His blessings upon you !) with 
this knowledge of your religion and so long-standing an 
affection (for you), I invite you to accept the religion that 
God has chosen for me and I for myself, assuring you 
entrance into Paradise and deliverance from Hell. And 
it is this,—You shall worship the one God, the only God, 
the Eternal, He begetteth not, neither is He begotten, 
who hath no consort and no son, and there is none like unto 
Him. This is the attribute wherewith God has denominated 
Himself, for none of His creatures could know Him better 
than He Himself. I have invited you to the worship of this 
the One God, whose attribute is such, and in this my letter 
I have added nothing to that wherewith He has denominated 
Himself (high and exalted be His name above what they 
associate with Him !). This is the religion of your father 
and our father, Abraham (may the blessings of God rest upon 
him !), for he was a Hanif and Muslim. 

'' Then I invite you (may God have you in His keeping !) to 
bear witness and acknowledge the prophetic mission of my 
lord and the lord of the sons of Adam, and the chosen one of 
the God of all worlds and the seal of the prophets, Muhammad 
. . . sent by God with glad tidings and warnings to all man¬ 
kind. ' He it is who hath sent His Apostle with the guid¬ 
ance and a religion of the truth, that He may make it victori¬ 
ous over every other religion, albeit they who assign partners 
to God be averse from it.' (ix. 33.) So he invited all men 
from the East and from the West, from land and sea, from 
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mountain and from plain, with compassion and pity and 
good words, with kindly manners and gentleness. Then all 
these people accepted his invitation, bearing witness that he 
is the apostle of God, the Creator of the worlds, to those who 
are willing to give heed to admonition. All gave willing 
assent when they beheld the truth and faithfulness of his 
words, and sincerity of his purpose, and the clear argument 
and plain proof that he brought, namely the book that was 
sent down to him from God, the like of which cannot be 
produced by men or Jinns. ‘ Say : Assuredly if mankind 
and the Jinns should conspire to produce the like of this 
Qur'an, they could not produce its like, though the one 
should help the other.' (xvii. 91.) And this is sufficient 
proof of his mission. So he invited men to the worship of 
the One God, the only God, the Self-sufficing, and they 
entered into his religion and accepted his authority without 
being forced and without unwillingness, but rather humbly 
acknowledging him and soliciting the light of his guidance, 
and in his name becoming victorious over those who denied 
his divine mission and rejected his message and scornfully 
entreated him. So God set them up in the cities and sub¬ 
jected to them the necks of the nations of men, except those 
who hearkened to them and accepted their religion and bore 
witness to their faith, whereby their blood, their property 
and their honour were safe and they were exempt from 
humbly paying jizyah." [He then enumerates the various 
ordinances of Islam, such as the five daily prayers, the fast 
of Ramadan, Jihad; expounds the doctrine of the resurrec¬ 
tion of the dead and the last judgment, and recounts the 
joys of Paradise and the pains of Hell.] “ So I have ad¬ 
monished you : if you believe in this faith and accept 
whatever is read to you from the revealed Word of God, 
then you will profit from my admonition and my writing to 
you. But if you refuse and continue in your unbelief and 
error and contend against the truth, I shall have my reward, 
having fulfilled the commandment. And the truth will 
judge you." [He then enumerates various religious duties 
and privileges of the Muslim, and concludes.] “ So now in 
this my letter I have read to you the words of the great and 
high God, which are the words of the Truth, whose promises 
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cannot fail and in whose words there is no deceit. Then give 
up your unbelief and error, of which God disapproves and 
which calls for punishment, and speak no more of Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, these words that you yourself admit 
to be so confusing : and give up the worship of the cross 
which brings loss and no profit, for I wish you to turn away 
from it, since your learning and nobility of soul are degraded 
thereby. For the great and high God says : ‘ Verily, God 
will not forgive the union of other gods with Himself; but 
other than this will He forgive to whom He pleaseth. And 
whoso uniteth gods with God, hath devised a great wicked- 
ness.' (iv. 51.) And again : ‘ Surely now are they infidels 
who say,God is the Messiah, Son of Mary; "for the Messiah 
said, O children of Israel ! worship God, my Lord and your 
Lord." Verily, those who join other gods with God, God 
doth exclude from Paradise, and their abode the Fire; and 
for the wicked no helpers ! They surely are infidels who 
say, God is a third of three : " for there is no god but one 
God; and if they refrain not from what they say, a grievous 
chastisement shall assuredly befall such of them as believe 
not. Will they not, therefore, turn unto God, and ask pardon 
of Him ? since God is Forgiving, Merciful ! The Messiah, 
Son of Mary, is but an Apostle ; other Apostles have flourished 
before him; and his mother was a just person; they both 
ate food.' (v. 76-9.) Then leave this path of error and 
this long and stubborn clinging to your religion and those 
burdensome and wearisome fasts which are a constant 
trouble to you and are of no use or profit and produce 
nothing but weariness of body and torment of soul. Em¬ 
brace this faith and take this, the right and easy path, the 
true faith, the ample law and the way that God has chosen 
for His favoured ones and to which He has invited the people 
of all religions, that He may show His kindness and favour 
to them by guiding them into the true path by means of 
His guidance, and fill up the measure of His goodness unto 
men. 

So I have advised you and paid the debt of friendship and 
sincere love, for I have desired to take you to myself, that 
you and I may be of the same opinion and the same faith, 
for I have found my Lord saying in his perfect Book: 
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‘ Verily the unbelievers among the people of the Book and 
among the polytheists, shall go into the fire of Hell to abide 
therein for ever. Of all creatures they are the worst. But 
they verily who believe and do the things that are right— 
these of all creatures are the best. Their recompense with 
their Lord shall be gardens of Eden, 'neath which the rivers 
flow, in which they shall abide for evermore. God is well 
pleased with them, and they with Him. This, for him who 
feareth his Lord.' (xcviii. 5-8.) ' Ye are the best folk 

that hath been raised up for mankind. Ye enjoin what is 
just, and ye forbid what is evil, and ye believe in God : 
and if the people of the book had believed, it had surely been 
better for them. Believers there are among them, but most 
of them are disobedient.' (iii. 106.) So I have had com¬ 
passion upon you lest you might be among the people of 
Hell who are the worst of all creatures, and I have hoped 
that by the grace of God you may become one of the true 
believers with whom God is well pleased and they with Him, 
and they are the best of all creatures, and I have hoped that 
you will join yourself to that religion which is the best of the 
religions raised up for men. But if you refuse and persist 
in your obstinacy, contentiousness and ignorance, your 
infidelity and error, and if you reject my words and refuse 
the sincere advice I have offered you (without looking for 
any thanks or reward)—then write whatever you wish 
to say about your religion, all that you hold to be true and 
established by strong proof, without any fear or appre¬ 
hension. without curtailment of your proofs or concealment 
of your beliefs; for I purpose only to listen patiently to 
your arguments and to yield to and acknowledge all that 
is convincing therein, submitting willingly without refusing 
or rejecting or fear, in order that I may compare your 
account and mine. You are free to set forth your case; 
bring forward no plea that fear prevented you from making 
your arguments complete and that you had to put a bridle 
on your tongue, so that you could not freely express your 
arguments. So now you are free to bring forward all your 
arguments, that you may not accuse me of pride, injustice 
or partiality : for that is far from me. 

‘ ‘ Therefore bring forward all the arguments you wish and 
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say whatever you please and speak your mind freely. Now 
that you are safe and free to say whatever you please, 
appoint some arbitrator who will impartially judge between 
us and lean only towards the truth and be free from the 
empery of passion : and that arbitrator shall be Reason, 
whereby God makes us responsible for our own rewards and 
punishments. Herein I have dealt justly with you and have 
given you full security and am ready to accept whatever 
decision Reason may give for me or against me. For ' there 
is no compulsion in religion ' (ii. 257) and I have only 
invited you to accept our faith willingly and of your own 
accord and have pointed out the hideousness of your present 
belief. Peace be with you and the mercy and blessings of 
God ! 

There can be very little doubt but that this document has 
come down to us in an imperfect condition and has suffered 
mutilation at the hands of Christian copyists : the almost 
entire absence of any refutation of such distinctively Chris¬ 
tian doctrines as that of the Blessed Trinity, and the refer¬ 
ences to such attacks to be found in al-Kindfs reply, cer¬ 
tainly indicate the excision of such passages as might have 
given offence to Christian readers.^ 

^ Similarly, the Spanish editor of the controversial letters that passed 
between Alvar and “ the transgressor ” (a Christian convert to Judaism), 
adds the following note after Epist. xv. : “ Quatuordecim in hac pagina 
ita abrasae sunt liniae, ut nec verbum unum legi possit. Folium subse- 
quens exsecuit possessor codicis, ne transgressoris deliramenta legeren- 
tur." (Migne, Patr. Lat., tom. cxxi. p. 483.) 
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CONTROVERSIAL LITERATURE BETWEEN MUSLIMS AND 
THE FOLLOWERS OF OTHER FAITHS. 

Although Islam has had no organised system of propa¬ 
ganda, no tract societies or similar agencies of missionary 
work, there has been no lack of reasoned presentments of 
the faith to unbelievers, particularly to Christians and Jews. 
Of these it is not proposed to give a detailed account here, 
but it is of importance to draw attention to their existence 
if only to remove the wide-spread misconception that mass 
conversion is the prevailing characteristic of the spread of 
Islam and that individual conviction has formed no part of 
the propagandist schemes of the Muslim missionary. The 
beginnings of Muhammadan controversy against unbelievers 
are to be found in the Qur'an itself, but from the ninth 
century of the Christian era begins a long series of syste¬ 
matic treatises of Muhammadan Apologetics, which has 
been actively continued to the present day. The number 
of such works directed against the Christian faith has been 
far more numerous than the Christian refutations of Islam, 
and some of the ablest of Muslim thinkers have employed 
their pens in their composition, e.g. Abu Yusuf b. Ishaq 
al-Kindl (a.d. 813-873), al-Mas'udi (ob. a.d. 958), Ibn Hazm 
(a.d. 994-1064), al-^azali (ob. a.d. iiii), etc. It is inter¬ 
esting also to note that several renegades have written 
apologies for their change of faith and in defence of the 
Muslim creed, e.g. Ibn Jazlah in the eleventh century, 
Yusuf al-Lubnam and Shaykh Ziyadah b. Yahya in the 
thirteenth, ‘Abd Allah b. 'Abd Allah in the fifteenth, 
Darwesh *Ali in the sixteenth, Ahmad b. *Abd Allah, an 
Englishman born at Cambridge, in the seventeenth century, 
etc. These latter were all Christians before their conver- 
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sion, but Jewish renegades also, though fewer in number, 
have been among the apologists of Islam. In India, besides 
many Muhammadan books written against the Christian 
religion, there is an enormous number of controversial works 
against Hinduism : as to whether the Muhammadans have 
been equally active in other heathen countries, I have no 
information. 

The reader will find a vast store of information on Muslim 
controversial literature in the following writings : Moritz 
Steinschneider: Polemische und apologetische Litteratur in 
arabischer Sprache, zwischen Muslimen, Christen und Juden. 
(Leipzig, 1877); Ignaz Goldziher : Uber Muhammedanische 
Polemik gegen Ahl al-kitab (Z.D.M.G., vol. 32, p. 341 ff. 
1878); Martin Schreiner: Zur Geschichte der Polemik 
zwischen Juden und Muhammedanern (Z.D.M.G., vol. 42, 
p. 591 ff. 1888); W. A. Shedd : Islam and the Oriental 
Churches, pp. 252-3; Carl Guterbock: Der Islam in Lichte 
der byzantinischen Polemik. (Berlin, 1912.) 
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MUSLIM MISSIONARY SOCIETIES. 

The formation of societies for carrying on a propaganda 
in an organised and systematic manner is a recent develop¬ 
ment in the missionary history of Islam—as indeed it is 
comparatively recent in the history of Christian missions. 
Such Muslim missionary societies would appear to have been 
formed in conscious imitation of similar organisations in 
the Christian world, and are not in themselves the most 
characteristic expressions of the missionary spirit in Islam. 
In the Western world there is very little to note. No attempt 
seems to have been made to form such a society before the 
latter half of the nineteenth century, and the earliest efforts 
were attended with little success. When H. M. Stanley in 
1875 urged in the English Press the sending of a Christian 
mission to King Mutesa of Uganda, the wide-spread attention 
paid to his appeal led to the formation of a missionary 
society in Constantinople for the propagation of Islam in 
that country, but no Muhammadan missionaries were ever 
sent to Uganda, and the outbreak of the Russo-Turkish 
war in 1878 diverted the attention of the Turks from any 
such enterprise.^ A similar failure to establish organised 
missionary effort was manifested when the Anglo-Egyptian 
Government of the Sudan marked out zones of influence for 
various Christian missionary societies in districts the natives 
of which were heathen ; some Muslims of Cairo claimed that 
a part of the territory should be allotted to the followers of 
Islam; whereupon the Government replied that all they 
had to do was to send the missionaries and the same facilities 
would be afforded to them as to the Christian missionaries; 
but the necessary organisation was lacking and the matter 
was allowed to drop.^ In 1910 Shaykh Rashid, the editor of 
al-Mandr, founded a missionary society in Cairo, the object 
of which is to establish a college (entitled Ddr al-dawah 
1 Richter, pp. 164-5. ^ Artin, p. 35. 
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wal-irshdd) for the training of missionaries and apologists 
for Islam, who are to be sent primarily into heathen and 
Christian lands, but also into those Muhammadan countries 
in which attempts are being made to induce the IMuhamma- 
dans to abandon their faith 4 

But it is in India that there has been the greatest expan¬ 
sion of such organisations. One of the best organised of 
these is probably the Anjuman Himayat-i-Islam of Lahore, 
but propagandist work forms only a small part of the wide 
field of its activities and it cannot therefore be described as 
a missionary society pure and simple. The original purpose 
for which the Anjuman Ham! Islam of Ajmer was founded 
was to answer the objections urged against Islam by the 
members of the Arya Samaj, but it included among its 
objects the preaching of Islam and the providing of food 
and clothing to new converts.^ The Anjuman Wa'^-i-Islam, 
as its name denotes, concentrated its efforts on the preaching 
of Islam, and, while Mawlavl Baqa Husayn Kian (p. 283) 
was its Secretary, published lists of the converts gained—as 
did also the Anjuman-i-Islam and the Anjuman Tabll|^-i- 
Islam (which aimed at the conversion of the Hindu untouch¬ 
ables) established in Haydarabad (Deccan), but it does not 
appear that either of these societies continues to exist.^ 
Among the societies that have been established in the 
twentieth century are the Madrasa Ilahiyyat at Cawnpore, 
for the training of missionaries and the publication of tracts 
in defence of Islam and in refutation of attacks made upon 
it; and the Anjuman Isha^at wa Ta‘lim-i-Islam at Batalah 
in the Panjab, with similar objects. But the largest of 
these organisations is the Anjuman Hidayat al-Islam of 
Dehli, to which as many as twenty-four other societies,^ in 
various parts of India, are affiliated; this Anjuman sends out 
missionaries to preach the doctrines of Islam and to hold 
controversies with non-Muslims, and publishes controversial 
literature, especially in refutation of the attacks made by 
the members of the Arya Samaj. 


1 The Moslem World, vol. i. p. 441. 

R. du M. M., vol. XV. p. 374; vol. xviii. pp. 216, 224. 

2 Rajputana Herald, April 17, 1889. 

® Mohammedan World of To-day, p. 183. 

^ A list of these is given on p. 19 of the Annual Report for the year 
X328 H. 
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Armatoli, 62 

Armenians, viii. 96-7, 176, 229 
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260-2, 268, 278; in Kashmir, 
292; in Morocco, 126; in Mu gh a- 
listan, 238; in Tunis, I26«.*; 
in Turkey, 150, 166, 174 
Conversion of ]\Iuslims to Chris¬ 
tianity, in Crete, 201 
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Malay Archipelago, 364 
Dhimmis, 57-61, 66, 75-6, 77 w.*, 
83, 207. See also Christians 

under Muslim Rule, Zoroastrians 
Dongola, no, 327 
Doughty, quoted, 347, 413, 416-17 
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203; in Servia, 196 
Greeks, in the Crimea, 245; under 
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Gresik, 378, 379, 381. 382, 389 
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Hafs b. al-Walid, governor of 
Egypt, and the Christians, 103-4 
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yajj ‘Umar, 330, 332, 333 
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Harar, 335, 350 
Hardatta, 257 
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proselytisers, 320, 333, 339; on 
West Coast of Africa, 340 
Haydar ‘Ali, 254, 261, 268 
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Heraclius, 28, 48, 53-4, 70 n.^, 207 
Hinduism and Islam, in India, 
254-91; in Java, 384-6 
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Hisham, caliph, 295 
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Hui Hui, 295 

Hulagu, 221, 228, 229, 240 
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Muslims in, 160 193-4 

Hunyady, John, 193, 195 

Ibn Hanbal, 74 
Ibn Miurdadbih. 211 
Ibn Tumart, 316 
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Bayt al-Mal, 63 

Ibrahim I, Sultan of Turkey, 423 
Idaans, tribe in Borneo, 391-2 
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Ilik-Khans. dynasty, 215, 216 
llkhan dynasty, 223, 226, 229-34 
Ilorin, 325 

India, 212, 254-91, 439; Islam 

introduced into Malay Archi¬ 
pelago from, 364 
Indo-China, Islam in, 376 
Intolerance condemned, 209. See 
also Forced conversion, to Islam, 
condemned 

Isho‘-yabh III, Nestorian Patriarch, 
81 

Islam, brotherhood of, 42-3, 75, 

340.356,357. 416 

Islam, causes of spread of, 413-26; 
in Africa, 353-8, 362; in Albania, 
182, 184, 190; in Arabia, 35, 41; 
in Bosnia, 200; in Egypt, 94, 
105-6, 108-9; in India, 279, 

287-91; in the Malay Archi¬ 
pelago, 365, 400, 405, 407; in 
Spain, 132; in Turkey, 157-8, 
160, 166, 172-5; under the 

Umayyads and ‘Abbasids, 70-5, 
79 

Islam, a missionary religion, i, ii, 
29, 42-4, 409 

Islam, ritualism of, 417-19 
Islam, a universal religion, 28-30 
Isma'il b. ‘Abd Allah, governor of 
North Africa, 314 
Isma'ilian missionaries, 211-13; 
in India, 212, 274-6; in Kashmir, 
291 

Israel, Christian official, 64 
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Jacobite Church, in Abyssinia, 113— 
21; in Egypt, 69, 102-9; in 

Nubia, 109-13; in Persia, 69, 
81-2, 207; recent statistics, 80 
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king of Bolaang-Mongondou, 
396 
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Muslim king of Bolaang-Mon¬ 
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Jains converted to Islam, 271 
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277-8 

Java, 364, 377-87 
Jawej, Abyssinian chief, 118 
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Jerusalem, 59, 90 

Jews, attempt the conversion of the 
Russians, 243 ; forced to become 
Muslims, 421; in China, 305; in 
Medina, 20, 26; in Spain, welcome 
Arabs, 132; Spanish, take refuge 
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Jihad, in Africa, 329, 331-3. 353 .* in 
Sumatra, 372 
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subjects, 59-62, 103-4, 115, 207, 
432; paid also by newly-con¬ 
verted Muslims, 60, 83, 103 w.®; 
—exemption granted to, Banu 
TaiJilib, 49; newly-converted 
Mushms, 103-4, 25S; Christian 
troops in Muslim service, 61-2 ;— 
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86 
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Khazars. 243 
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Khiva, 214, 246 
Khojah sect, 274-5 
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Khotan, 216, 238, 296 n.^ 

Khurasan, conversion of Christians 
of, 81-2 
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Kirghiz, 238, 245-7, 253 
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Kufra, 334 n.^ 
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Kuyuk Khan, treatment of Chris¬ 
tians, 221, 225; of Muham¬ 
madans, 225-6 

Laccadive Islands, 270 
Ladakh,292-3 
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Lambri, in Sumatra, 36S 
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Lamtuna clan, 315, 317 
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prayer, 418 
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Liberia, 338 
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Lohanas, conversion of, 274 
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395-6 

Madagascar, 352 

Madayi, 265 

Madura, 382, 404 
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Mahdi, caliph, 50, 67, 78 

Mahdi Purana, 212 

Mahmud of Ghazna, 254, 256, 257 

Maimonides, Moses, 421 

Majapahit, 379, 380-4, 390, 391^.'* 

Malabar, 261-9, 364, 366«.'‘ 

Malacca, 372, 401 

Malay Archipelago, 363-72, 377- 
407 

Malay Peninsula, 372-6 
Malays, in Cape Colony, 350 
Maidive Islands, 270 
Malik al-Zahir, king of Samudra, 
368 '• 

Malik b. al-Walid, Christian official, 
64 

Ma’mun, caliph, reign of, 78, 84, 85, 
217; permits erection of churches 
67; interview with his uncle, 
Ibrahim, 358 

Mandingos. 319, 331, 354; as 

Muslim missionaries, 319, 321, 
353; on West Coast of Africa, 
338, 340; still pagan, 337 
Mangu Khan. 222 
Manila, 402 

Mansur, caliph, 75, 296 
Mappillas, 263-4 
Marabouts, 317, 354 
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Muhammadans, 136 181, 186 

Martyrs, Muslim, 14-15, 38, 224 
Marwan, caliph, quoted, 8 
Mecca, Arabs from, in the Malay 
Archipelago, 367, 375, 391; pil¬ 
grimage to, 415-16; religious 
centre of the Muslim world, 27. 
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Medina, 19-26, 31-2, 34-5 
Melle, 319, 321 

Menangkabau, kingdom of, 368-9, 

372 

Menelik, emperor of Abyssinia, 
120, 350 
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Merchants, Muslim, as missionaries, 
409, 419; among the Mongols, 
228; in Africa, 118, 320, 333, 
337 . 339 , 348, 353 , 362; in 
India, 264, 273; in the Malay 
Archipelago, 365, 377, 387-8, 

396, 403, 404; in Siberia, 252 
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81-2 
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Mindanao, 399-401 
Ming dynasty, 299 
Minnat al-Islam Sabha, 269 
Mirdites, 62, 179 n.^, 192 
Misool, island, 402, 403 w.® 
Missionaries, Muslim :— 

‘Abd Allah, al-Yamani, 275 
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‘Abd Allah ‘Arif, 366 
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Abu Bakr, 401 
Abu Sayda, 214 
Abu’l-Faraj b. al-Jawzi, 75 
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‘Amr b. Malik, 40 
‘Amr b. Murrah, 36-7 
‘Ayyash b. Abi Rabfah, 39 
Baha al-Din Zakariyya, 281 
Baha al-Haqq, 281 
Baqa Husayn Khan. 283, 439 
Bulbul Shah, 292 
Burhan al-Din, 366 
Dal^ihak b. Sufyan, 40 
Danfodio. See ‘Uthman Dan- 
fodio 

Darvish Mansur, 100 
Datu Mulla Husayn, 388-9 
Dawal Shah Pir, 277 
pimam b. Tha'labah, 35-6 
Fakhr al-Din, 267-8 
Farah ‘Ali, loi 
Farid al-Din, 281 
Haji Muhammad, 283 
Hakim Bagus, 397 
Hasan al-Din, 385 
Hasan ‘Ali, 283 
Hasan b. ‘Ali, 210 
Hasan Kabir al-Din, 282 
Hashim Pir Gujarati, 271 
Ibn Hanbal, 74 
Ibrahim Abu Zarbay, 350 
Imam Dikir, 404 
Imam Shah, 277 
Imam Tuweko, 397 
Ishaq, 382 
Ishaq Wall, 238 
Isma'il, Shay Ml. 367-8 
Jalal al-Din Tabriz!, 280 
Jamal al-Din, 235-6 
Jumada ' 1 -Kubra, 381 
Khalifah Husayn, Shaykh. 382 
Khatib Tungal, 395 
Khunmir Husayni, 271 
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Missionaries, Muslim {continued ):— 
Mahabir Khamdayat, 271 
Malik ‘Abd al-Latif, 277 
Malik b. Dinar, 264-5 
Malik b. Habib, 264-5 
Malik Ibrahim, 378-9 
Mansur, Shavkh. 388 
Minak Kamala Bumi, 371 
Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Karim b. 

Muhammad al-Majili, 320 
Muhammad b. al-Huzayl, 74. w.® 
Muhammad ‘Ubayd Allah, 284-5 
Muhammad ‘Uthman al-Amir 
Ghani. 327 

Mu'in al-Din Chishti, 281 
Mulla ‘Ali, 275—6 
Mumba Mulyaya, 270 
Mus'ab b. ‘Umayr, 15-16, 22-5 
Nasir al-Haqq Abu Muhammad, 
210 

Nur al-Din, 275 
Nur al-Din Ibrahim, 385 
Nur Satagar, 275 
Pati Putah, 389 
Rashid al-Din, 236-7 
Sadr al-Din, 274-5 
Sayyid Ahmad Kabir, 282 
Sayyid ‘Ali Hamadani, 292 
Sayyid Isma‘il, 280 
Sayyid JalM al-Din, 281-2 
Sayyid Muhammad b. Sayyid 
‘Ali, 271 

Sayyid Muhammad Gisudaraz, 
271 

Sayyid Nathar Shah, 267, 268 
Sayyid Sadr al-Din, 282 
Sayyid Safdar ‘Ali, 283 
Sayyid Shah Farid al-DIn, 292 
Sayyid ‘Umar ‘Aydrus Basheban, 
271 

Sayyid Yusuf al-Din, 274 
Shah al-Hamid, 267 
Shah Muhammad Sadiq Sarmast 
Husayni, 271 
Shams al-Din, Mir, 292 
Sharaf b. Malik, 264 
Sharif Kabungsuwan, 399 
Sharif Karim al-Makhdum, 401 
Sidi ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, 373 
Tufayl b. ‘Amr, 37-8 
‘Umaru Kaba, 321 
‘Urwah b. Mas'ud, 38 
‘Uthman Danfodio, 323-5 
Wa&ilah b. al-Asqa‘, 40 
Yusuf Shams al-Din, 270 
Missionaries, Muslim, from Bag¬ 
dad, in India, 271, 274; from 
Bul^ara, in India, 280, 281, 

among the Mongols, 228, 235—6, 
in Siberia, 252; from Persia, in 
India, 270, 280-2, 292. See also 
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Merchants, Prisoners, Women, 
as missionaries 

Missionary activity, Muslim, char¬ 
acter of, 408-9; enjoined in the 
Qur'an, 3-4, 409; in times of 
political weakness, 2, 144, 225, 
239, 397 » 400 

Missionary efforts, unsuccessful 
Muslim, in Arabia, 34-5, 40; in 
Africa, 325-6; in India, 266-7; 
in Java, 378; among the Mongols, 
240; among the Papuans, 403; 
among the Russians, 242-3 
Missionary religion, defined, i 
Missionary Societies, Muslim, 438-9 
Moluccas, 387-90 

Mongols, conquests, 218-19, 225; 
converted to Christianity, 221; 
converted to Islam, 227-30, 
232-7, in China, 297 sq., in 
Georgia, 97-8; persecute the 
Muhammadans, 225-6, 234: 

primitive religion, 220; relations 
with Christian princes, 222, 229. 
See also Tatars 
Monotheletism, 53, 124 
Montenegro, 197-8 
Moral superiority of Muslims, in 
Abyssinia, 117; in Spain, 133; 
in Turkey, 171 
Moriscoes, 143-4 
Morocco, Christians in, 126, 127 
Moses Maimonides, 421 
INIu'awiyah, employed Christians, 
63; revenue of Egypt in reign 
of, 103 

Mubarak Shah, 235 
Mugjialistan, 238 
Muhammad, 11-43. 47“S 
Muhammad II. Sultan of Turkey, 
145-6, 176; in Bosnia, 198-9 
Muhammad b. al-Huzayl, 74 n.^ 
Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Sanusi, 334 
Muhammad b. Qasim._256 272 
Muhammad Khan. I^an of MugJi- 
aiistan, 237-8 

Muhammad Khudabandah, 234 
Muhammad Shah, Sultan of 
Malacca, 372-3. 4^1 
Muhammadan martyrs, 14-15. 

224 

Muhammadan officials and soldiers 
of Christian governments, as 
propagandists of Islam, in Africa, 
326, 333. 345-6. 362: in the 
Malay Archipelago, 369, 399. 4^7 
Muhammadans observe Christian 
rites, in Albania, 1 81. 187 
INIuhammadans under Christian rule 
in Abyssinia, 114, 115. 1 17-21. 
410; Cape Colony, 350-2; 
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Crete, 201; Egypt, 424, 438-9; 
German East Africa, 326, 345-6, 
361-2, 410; Hungary, 193-4; 

India, 280, 282-91, 439; Lagos, 
340; Lithuania, 245; Malay 
Archipelago, 369-70, 371-2, 387, 
393 . 397-S, 399 , 400-2, 405-7; 
Montenegro, 197-8; Nigeria, 325, 
326; Nubia, no; Russian em¬ 
pire, 100, loi, 247-51, 252-3, 
411; Spain, 140, 143-4 
Mukkuvans, 268 
Multan, 272, 273 
Muqtadir, caliph, 75, 77, 422 n.^ 
Murad II, Sultan of Turkey, 148-9 
Murshid Quli Khan. 278 
Mustadi, caliph, 68 
Mu'tadid, caliph, 64 
MuTasim, caliph, reign of, 209, 214, 
272; employs Christian officials, 
63 ; sends ambassadors to Nubia, 
109 

Mutawakkil, caliph, fanatical meas¬ 
ures, 8, 75, 76-7, ^20 orders 
recently constructed churches to 
be destroyed, 66 
Mu'tazilites, 74-5, 77 
Mutesa, king of Uganda, 438 
Muwallads, in Spain, 139 
Muzarabes, 137, 138 

Nafisah, 411 

Najm al-Din Mulffitar al-ZahidI, 
227 n.^ 

Naqshbandiyyah order, 239, 407 n.^ 
Nasik, 271, 284 

Nasr b. Harun, Christian official, 64 
Nestorian Church, under Mushm 
rule, 68, 77, 80, 81-2, 86 
Nestorians among the Mongols, 
221-2 

New Guinea, 402-3 
Ni'mat Allah, Jacobite Patriarch, 
86 

Noanta, Christians of, become 
Muslims, 168-9 
Nogais, 240 
Nubia, 109-13, 337 
Nubians join Amir gh aniyyah order, 

327 

Nur al-Din, al-Khwarazmi. mal¬ 
treated at court of Kuyuk, 225-6 
Nyasaland, 346 

Onin, peninsula of New Guinea, 403 
Or gh ana. wife of Qara-Hulagu, 

234-5 

Ottoman Turks, administration, 
146-9; conquests, 145, 171, 177, 
192-3,198-9, 201; moral qualities, 
169-71, 172; oppression, 154-5; 


proselytising zeal, 158, 159 
taxation, 149-54; toleration, 

155-8.194-5 

Padris, in Sumatra, 369, 372 
Pahlavan, saint of Khiva, 214 
Pajajaran, kingdom in Java, 378, 
385-6 

Palembang, 371, 381, 391 
Pan jab, 280-3, 286-7 
Papuans, 402-4 

Parlak, kingdom in Sumatra, 367-8 
Paulician heresy, 96, 161 
Pechenegs, 412 
Penukonda, 268 

Persecution forbidden in the 
Qur’an, 5-6 

Persecution of Christians by Mus¬ 
lims, 75-9, 420 w.i; Banu 

Tanukh. 50; in Albania, 183, 189; 
in Armenia, 97; in Egypt, 106-7 ^ 
in Georgia, 98-100; in North 
Africa, 126; in Persia, 232; in 
Samarqand, 224; in Spain, 142-3 ; 
in Turkey, 150, 154 
Persecution of Christians by their 
co-religionists, in Bosnia, 168; 
in Crete, 203; in Cyprus, 108 n.^; 
in Egypt, 69, 102, 106 w. 3 ; in 
France, 136; in Hungary, 155; 
in Persia, 68-9; in Russia, 156; 
in Servia, 196; in Transylvania, 
155; in Turkey, 167 
Persecution of Muslims, by the 
Mongols, 225-6, 234; by the 
Russians, 247 

Persia, heretical movements in the 
Christian Church in, 69-70, 206, 
209 

Persia, spread of Islam in, 207-11, 
229 sq. 

Persian convert, first, 29 
Persians, in China, 297, 298; in 
Indo-China, 376; in Sumatra, 364 
Peter, Metropolitan of Russian 
Church, 241-2 

Philippine Islands, 390, 399-402 
Philoxenos, Jacobite Bishop, 86 
Pilgrims to Mecca. See Ilajis 
Pirana, 277 

Pirs, as missionaries, in India, 271, 
274-5, 277; under the Mongols, 

239 

Poles, Catholic, under Russian rule, 
156 

Pohsh-speaking Muslims, 3 
Ponnani, 269 
Pope Gregory II, 125 
Pope Gregory VII, 127, 130 n. 

Pope Gregory IX, 130 w.* 

Pope Hadrian I, 133 136 n.^ 
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Pope Innocent III, 130 n.^ 

Pope Innocent IV, 130 n. 19S 
221 

Pope John XXII, 198, 242 
Pope Leo III, 139 
Pope Leo IX, 126 
Portuguese, in Abyssinia, 116; on 
East Coast of Africa, 340, 343 ; in 
India, 266; in the Malay Archi¬ 
pelago, 388, 389, 390. 393, 394 
Prayer, Muslim public, impressive¬ 
ness of, 417-19 

Prisoners, Muslim, as Missionaries, 
411-12 

Pul. See Fulbe 
Qadir, caliph, 86 

Qadiriyyah order, 127, 328-9, 330, 

332.333.407 

Qastiliyyah, Christians in, 129 
Quarquar, Vaivode of Samstkheth, 
becomes a Muslim, 165 n.^ 
Qubilay Khan. 220, 225, 232, 298 
Queda, 373-5 

Qutaybah b. Muslim, 213, 295 

Raden Hu say n, 382-4 
Raden Paku, 382-3 
Raden Patah, 380, 382-3 
Raden Rahmat, 380-3 
Rainaud, 88 

Rajputs, converted to Islam, 259, 
260, 281; Muhammadan in¬ 

fluences among, 289 
Ras ‘All, vice-regent of Abyssinia, 
118-19 

Rationalism in Islam, 73-4 
Ravuttans, 267 

Raymund III, Count of Tripoli, 91 
Religious orders, influence of the, 
239. 326-35, 408 

Ricoldus de Monte Crucis, on the 
virtues of the Saracens, 425 
Robert of St. Albans, 91 
Rubruck, William of, embassy to 
Mongol Khaqan. 222 
Rumanians, Southern, 62, 168-9 
Russia, Mongols in, 239 sqq. See 
also Tatars 

Russian rule, Muslims under, loi, 

246-53 

Russians under Muslim rule, 240-4 
Rustam, first Muhammadan king 
of Karthli, 99 

Sa'd b. Abi Waqqas, 13 
Sa‘d b. Mu‘adh. conversion of, 23-4 
Sadr al-Din, first Muhammadan 
king of Kashmir, 292 
Safiah, caliph, 104 


Sa'Id b. Hasan, on INIuslim public 
prayer, 417-8 

Saifa Ar'ad, king of Abyssinia, 114 
St. Augustine, on motives of con¬ 
version to Christianity, 423 
St. John of Damascus, 83 
St. Louis, crusade of, 88, 92; em¬ 
bassy to the Mongol Khaqan. 222 ; 
receives Mongol embassy, 229; on 
the treatment of infidels, 8 
Saints, Muslim, worshipped by 
Hindus, 289 n.^ 

Saladin, and the Crusaders, 90—1, 
425; Christians in Egypt, under 
rule of, 107, 421 
Salawatti, island, 403 
Salim I, Sultan of Turkey, 423 
Saljuq Turks, 88, 96, 216 
Salman, the first Persian convert, 29 
Salmuyah, Christian, in service of 
the caliph al-Mu'tasim, 63 
Saman becomes Muslim, 210 
Samarqand, Chinese embassy in, 
299; Chinese workmen in,297 n .*; 
introduction of Islam, 213, 214; 
under the Mongols, 223-4 
Sambawa, 398 
Samory, 331, 332 333 

Samsams, 376 
Samudra, 364, 367, 368 
Samudu, 331-2 

Sanusiyyah order, in Africa, 334- 
5, 410; in the Malay Archipelago, 
407 

Sasaks, in Lombok, 398-9 
Sasanid dynasty, Christian Church, 
under, 68-9, 206-7 
Satuq Bughra Khan. 215-16 
Sawo-Teheno, king of Kafa, be¬ 
comes a Muhammadan, 120 
Sayyid ‘All Akbar, Muhammadan 
merchant in Peking, 302, 311 
Sayyid Ajall, 297-8 
Sayyid Ashraf al-Din, 223-4 
Sayyid Sulayman, Chinese Iduslira, 

307. 309. 311 

Scanderbeg, 177 
Sciataraccio, tax, 182, 189 
Scutari, 184 
Senegal, 315, 330, 333 
Sennaar, no, 113, 337 
Servia, 192-7 

Shafi'iyyah sect, in Malay Archi¬ 
pelago, 364 

Shah Rukh Bahadur, 266, 299 

Shamanism, 220, 240, 246 

Shanars, become ^Muslims, 289 

Sharif al-Rida, 210 

Shay Ml Jalal al-Din Tabriz!, 282 

ShayMl Yusuf, 350 

Shi'ahs, in Africa, 341; in India,. 
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274-6; in Kashmir, 292; in Java 
and Sumatra, 364; in Persia, 209, 
211, in Turkey, 423 
Shihab family, in Mount Lebanon, 
176-7 

Siam, Islam in, 376 
Siberia, 251-3 
Sierra Leone, 338 
Silhat, 282 
Sind, 272-5 
Sindan, 272 

Slavery, under the Muslims, 416- 
17; under the Turks, 172-6 
Slave-trade, suppression of, facili¬ 
tates spread of Islam, 345-6 
Slave-traders, not propagandists of 
Islam, 343-4 

Soba, mosque built in, no 
Sokoto, 325 
Somalis, 349-50 
Songhay kingdom, 318, 321 
Sophronius, Metropolitan of Athens, 
164 

Spain, Islam in, 131-44 
Spaniards, in the MalayArchipelago, 
387, 388, 390. 400-1, 402 
Spanish Muslims, missionary ac¬ 
tivity of, 127 
Sudan, 317-37. 353-^2 
Suhayb, the first-fruits of Greece, 
26, 29 

Sukadana, kingdom in Borneo, 391 
Sulu Islands, 401-2 
Sumatra, 364, 366-72 
Survivals of Christian usages 
among Muhammadans, 129 nr, 
181, 187, 197 

Swahilis, as propagandists of Islam, 
345 

Sword of Islam, 5, 8, 46, 85 nr, 
256, 405 

Tabaristan, 210 
Ta’if, 19, 38 

Takudar, first Muslim Ilkhan. 229- 
32, 238-9 

Tallo, in Celebes, 395 
T’ang dynasty, 294, 297 
Tarmashirin Khan. 235, 239 
Tartars. See Tatars 
Tatars, in Lithuania, 3, 245; in 
Russia, 244-5, 247-51; in 

Siberia, 251-3 
Ternate, 388-90 

Theodisclus, Archbishop of Seville, 
adopts Islam, 134 
Theodore Abu Qurrah, 84 
Theodore, Nestorian Bishop, 86 
Tibesti, 335 
Tibet, 293 
Tidor, 388 


Tijaniyyah order, 325, 328-30, 

333 

Tilok Chand, 259-60 
Timbuktu, 318-19, 328 
Timotheus, Nestorian Patriarch, 
67,84 

Timur, 256, 292 
Tinnevelli, 288 

Tipu Sultan, 8, 254, 261-2, 268 
Tiyans, 268 

Toleration enjoined upon Muslims, 
5-6, 77 M.®, 420 

Toleration towards the Christians in 
Egypt, 102-3; in Khurasan. 82; 
in North Africa, 130; in Russia, 
241-2; in Spain, 135, 143-4; 
Syria and Palestine, 56-7, 95; 
in Turkey, 146-7, 156-7, 178-9, 
191 

Tosks in Southern Albania, 192 
Traders, Muslim. See Merchants 
Tribute of Christian children, 150-2, 

155 

Trichinopoly, 267, 268 
Tubu, 410 
Tunis, 129-30 

Tuqluq Timur ^an, king of Kash¬ 
gar, 235-7 
Turkistan, 215, 216 
Turks, converted to Islam, 214-16; 
in China, 297, 298, 304, 310; in 
the Mongol armies, 226 See 

also Ottoman Turks, Saljuq 
Turks 

Uch, 281 
Uganda, 344 
Uljaytu, 234 

‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, and Egypt, 
103; and North Africa, 314; 
and Sind, 272 ; and Transoxania, 
214; orders recently-constructed 
churches to be destroyed, 66; 
prayed for by Christian historian, 
424; revenue of Egypt, in reign 
of, 103; zeal for Islam, 82-3 
‘Umar b. al-Khattab. and the Banu 
Ta gh lib. 49; conversion of, 17; 
ordinance of, 57-8, 76; and the 
propagation of Islam, 51, 81, 
82-3; submission of Jerusalem, 
56-7 

‘Umar b. Yusuf, Christian governor 
of Anbar, 64 

‘Umar Shams al-Din. See Sayyid 
A jail 

Urkhan, 149, 150 
Usama b. Munqidh, 90 
Usambara, 346 

Usayd b. Hudayr, conversion of, 23 
‘Usayfan, 273 
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‘Uthman, conversion, 13; relations 
with China, 295; revenue of 
_ Egypt, in reign of, 103 
Uzbek Khan. 240-2 
Uzbeks, 240 

Venetians, in Albania, 188-9; in 
Crete, 201-3; in the Levant, 147 
Vilno, Muslims in, 3 
Vladimir, 242-4 
Votiaks, 249 

Wadai, 322, 335, 355 
Wahhabi reformation, influence of, 
426; in Africa, 323; in Bengal, 
280; in Sumatra, 372 
Waigama, island, 402 
Waigyu, island, 402 
Wakhtang VI, king of Georgia, 100 
Walid, caliph, 66 
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Women, Mushm, as missionaries, 
120, 234 410-11 

Ya'qub b. Layth, 217 
Yarkand, 238 
Yathrib. See Medina 
Yazdanbakht. 85 
Yazid II, caliph, 66-7 
Yoruba country, 325 
Yung Chen, edict of, 303 
Yunnan, 293, 298 

Zamorin of Calicut, 265-6 
Zanj, Islam among the, 342-3 
Zanzibar, 342 
Zayla', 349 

Zayn al-‘Abidin, first Muhammadan 
king of Batjan, 403 n.^ 
Zmaievich, in Albania, 185-91. 
Zoroastrians, 206-11 
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